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Preface

The Preface and Executive Summary sections of this document provide readers with
introductory information on the Assessment Report.

Authority to Establish the Report

The authority for the Source Protection Committee to establish the Report comes from
the Clean Water Act, 2006.

Purpose of Report

The purpose of the Assessment Report is to present the current known scientific
knowledge related to all aspects of water in the Quinte region. This scientific foundation
will form the basis for the planning stage of the Quinte Region Source Protection
Committee to protect existing and future sources of municipal drinking water. The
Assessment Report has been prepared to meet the requirements of the Ontario Clean
Water Act, 2006. It is a highly technical report.

Report Objectives

The Clean Water Act, 2006 establishes the following objectives for the Assessment
Report:

(a) Identify all the watersheds in the source protection area,;

(b) Characterize the quality and quantity of water in each watershed;

(c) Set out a water budget for each watershed, which describes how water enters
and leaves the watershed and describes the groundwater and surface water
flows in the watershed and how water is used;

(d) Identify all significant groundwater recharge areas and highly vulnerable aquifers
that are in the source protection area;

(e) Identify all surface water intake protection zones and wellhead protection areas
for municipal drinking water sources that are in the source protection area;

(f) Describe the drinking water issues relating to the quality and quantity of water in
each of the vulnerable areas identified under clauses (d) and (e);

(g) List activities that are or would be drinking water threats, and conditions that
result from past activities and that are drinking water threats; and

(h) Identify the areas where an activity listed under clause (g) is or would be a
significant drinking water threat, and the areas where a condition listed under
clause (g) is a significant drinking water threat.

Explanatory Note

This report was written under the Ontario Clean Water Act, 2006 through a provincially-
funded and directed drinking water source protection initiative. The initial findings and
comments herein were approved by the Ontario government in 2011. This version is
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updated to reflect new technical work including a new Wellhead Protection Area for the
Village of Madoc drinking water system and an expanded Intake Protection Zone 2 for
the City of Belleville and Town of Picton. Version 6 was approved in September, 2019.

Summary of Previous Report Approvals

The Proposed Assessment Report was endorsed by the Quinte Region Source
Protection Committee on June 24, 2010 and published for local review on July 13, 2010.

The final Proposed Assessment Report was submitted to the Minister of the
Environment in August, 2010. Comments on the report were received in February 2011
and revisions were approved by the Quinte Source Protection Committee on February
24, 2011. That report was submitted on March 4, 2011 to the Ministry of the
Environment and received approval on April 5, 2011.

The report was updated and approved in October 2011.

This report was updated again in 2014 based on additional technical work and threats
verification carried out in 2013.

The report was updated in 2019 to amend the mapping of the intake protection zones for
the City of Belleville and the Town of Picton municipal surface water intakes. This
amendment also conveys information about a new groundwater-based municipal
drinking water system in the Village of Madoc, updates the mapping of the wellhead
protection area for the Village of Madoc municipal well system, and provides this new
system with the same level of protection as the other municipal drinking water systems
in the Quinte Region Source Protection Plan. This new system was required to replace
an existing well that had been experiencing quantity and quality concerns.

The report was updated in 2022 under Section 34 of the Clean Water Act, 2006 to
establish an issue contributing area to address rising levels of nitrates in the raw water of
the groundwater-based municipal drinking water system in the Municipality of Tweed.
The amendment updated:

= the mapping of the wellhead protection area for Tweed to include the issue
contributing area

» the methodology for identifying issues in Chapter 4

= The write-up on the Tweed drinking water system and related vulnerable areas and
threats identification in Chapter 5

= Key outcomes related to Issues in Chapter 9

= Appendix G to include consultation requirements related to the Issues Contributing
Area.

= An addendum to the Tweed Well Issues and Threat Report included in Appendix E-
6.
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The updated report was approved by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and

Parks July 11, 2023.

Source Protection Committee
The Quinte Region Source Protection Committee was formed in 2007. Original
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General Public
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Nicole Storms
Curtis Maracle

Bay of Quinte Mohawks
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For More Information
Please visit our website at www.quintesourcewater.ca or contact:

Project Manager, Source Water Protection
Quinte Conservation
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Executive Summary

The original approved Assessment Report (March 2011) compiled available
knowledge in the Quinte watershed related to the sources of drinking water and
presented the findings of various technical studies undertaken by Quinte
Conservation and others. This report was updated in 2014 to reflect the findings
of additional technical work on the issues based threat approach and threats
verification.

Extensive efforts to consult with the public and other agencies and stakeholders
were made by the Quinte Source Protection Region during the development of
this document. This provided an opportunity to gain local knowledge and explain
the findings of our research. Comments were received from various agencies
and members of the public and changes, where appropriate, were included in the
current document.

Although the primary focus has been on sources for the 11 municipal drinking
water systems in the region, some of the technical work has been based on the
entire watershed area. Studies include a characterization of the human and
physical geography of the watershed, various levels of water budget and water
guantity stress assessment, an assessment of groundwater and surface water
vulnerability, land use activities that could pose threats to drinking water sources,
and an evaluation of existing water quality contamination issues.
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Never before has so much scientific work related to drinking water been compiled
in the Quinte Region. Ultimately this science-based work provided the
foundation to support the initiatives of a Source Protection Plan.

Chapter 1 provides an understanding of why this work was done and the process
followed. Critical to the process is the number of partners and the opportunity for
stakeholder and public involvement.

Chapter 2 describes the watershed in detail and the drinking water systems
within the region. It is a snap-shot of the known information about the area,
particularly the information related to water resources and factors that affect
water.

Chapter 3 outlines the Water Budget methodology and the detailed results for the
Quinte Region. This work was completed to determine if the quantities of water
available for the drinking water systems are sufficient for present and future use.
It was determined through this exercise that there is an adequate supply of water
for all the municipal systems. However, this work did reveal the potential for
seasonal shortages in some areas serviced by private wells.

Chapter 4 explains how the four main types of vulnerable areas were determined
and how the risk to water quality was assessed within these zones. Highly
Vulnerable Aquifers, Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas, Wellhead
Protection Areas and Intake Protection Zones are explained. The system of
vulnerability scoring and evaluating a list of prescribed threats is also outlined in
what is called a Threats Approach. This provides the Source Protection
Committee with the background to determine where threats to drinking-water
sources are significant, moderate or low. In addition to the Threats Approach
further study on water quality issues identified for the Village of Madoc wells is
explained. This work looked at any unexplained water quality concerns not
related to previously identified activities based specific threats.

Chapter 5 presents the results of the threats and issues found in the groundwater
resources of the area. These findings include the Highly Vulnerable Aquifers and
Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas. There are four municipal drinking
water systems in the Quinte Region that are considered to have groundwater as
the primary source of water. Wellhead Protection Areas have been delineated
for these systems and the threats and issues work is presented.

Chapter 6 outlines the delineation of the Intake Protection Zones around the
seven surface water drinking water systems in the Quinte Region. The threats
and issues assessment is also provided.
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Chapter 7 discusses the emerging issue of climate change. At this stage it is
difficult to determine with certainty how climate change will affect water resources
but certainly the topic cannot be ignored. It will be necessary to continually
monitor and study climate change over time to see how it will change the current
state of our water resources.

Chapter 8 initiates a discussion about emerging issues and additional research
requirements. Science is continuously advancing and there are current
knowledge gaps that will need to be addressed in the future as more is learned.
Source protection planning initiatives will evolve and adapt over time as new
information becomes available.

Chapter 9 summarizes the key outcomes of the Assessment Report.

A tremendous amount of technical work and numerous scientific studies were
completed to arrive at this point. The technical rules provided by the Province of
Ontario were followed and wide-ranging consultation has occurred and will
continue throughout the source protection planning process. An extensive set of
appendices has been compiled to complement and support the Assessment
Report. This Assessment Report presents the findings but the appendices are
available if more detail is required.

Comments or questions about this report can be directed to:
info@quinteconservation.ca

Source Protection Project Manager

Quinte Conservation

RR#2, 2061 Old Highway #2

Belleville Ontario

K8N 472
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Lengths
mm

m
km
masl

Area
km?
ha

Volume
m3
ha.m

Flow
m3/s
L/s

Common Acronyms

millimetres

Metres

Kilometres

Metres above sea level

Square Kilometres
Hectares

Cubic Metres
Hectare Metres (used for stating storage in large reservoirs)

Cubic Metres per Second
Litres per Second

Flux (Groundwater Flow)

cm/s
m/d

Velocity
m/s

IPZ
PDWT
SGRA
WHPA
DNAPL

Centimetres per Second
Metres per Day

Metres per Second

Special Acronyms

Intake Protection Zone

Prescribed Drinking Water Threat

Significant Groundwater Recharge Area

Wellhead Protection Area

Dense Non-Aqueous Phase Liquids have densities greater than
that of water. Trichloroethylene, methylene chloride,
trichloroethane, dichlorobenzene are examples of DNAPLSs.
DNAPLSs sink to the bottom of the aquifer, and since they are toxic
at low concentrations the entire aquifer is easily contaminated.
Because of this, DNAPLs are usually a very serious problem
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1 Introduction

“The health of our waters is the principal measure of how we live on the
land”
—LunaLeopold

1.1 Drinking Water Source Protection and the Ontario Clean Water
Act, 2006

The reality of what can happen to our sources of drinking water became all too
apparent after the tragedy that occurred in Walkerton, Ontario in May 2000. A
groundwater source of drinking water became contaminated and a treatment
system failed, ultimately causing the death of seven people and iliness in
thousands.

The Walkerton Commission of Inquiry (also commonly referred to as the
Walkerton Inquiry) conducted by Justice O’Connor studied the Walkerton tragedy
and determined that one of the causes was contaminated groundwater. In his
report Justice O’Connor recommended that sources of drinking water should be
protected from contamination and overuse. This would be considered the first
step in a multi barrier approach to ensure safe drinking water. The Ontario
government responded by funding an intensive Drinking Water Source Protection
Program and by proclaiming the Clean Water Act, 2006. The Act sets out the
process required to develop locally driven, science-based assessment reports
and source protection plans. While the primary focus of the work to-date has
been the source water for municipal residential systems, the Act allows for future
work to consider other types of drinking water systems.

The outcome was the development of a comprehensive plan that identifies what
needs to be done locally to protect sources of drinking water. The plan also
provides a list of tools to ensure that threats to drinking water sources are
reduced or eliminated. This Assessment Report is intended to provide much of
the scientific basis for the forthcoming Quinte Region Source Protection Plan.

1.2 The Source Protection Planning Process

The source protection planning process is intended to continue over the long-
term, similar to activities by the provincial government and municipalities under
the Ontario Planning Act, 1990. Source protection is one component of
watershed management and involves the following steps: scientific research,
planning, monitoring, and the evaluation of success. This Assessment Report is
the culmination of many years of scientific research and data gathering.
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The Ontario Ministry of the Environment is the lead agency for drinking water
source protection activities across the province. The Ontario Ministry of the
Natural Resources assisted with project management and aspects related to
protecting quantities of water from overuse.

The settled parts of Ontario were divided into watershed-based source protection
areas and regions. Locally, the Quinte Source Protection Region was defined to
include the jurisdiction of Quinte Conservation Authority plus waters in Lake
Ontario.

Conservation Authorities across Ontario serve as source protection authorities to
coordinate the local work. The Quinte Source Protection Authority is composed
of the staff and the 26-member board of the Quinte Region Conservation
Authority. The Quinte Source Protection Authority managed the technical studies
that are summarized in this report, and in 2007 it formed the Quinte Source
Protection Committee to oversee the work.

The provincially-appointed Chair of the Source Protection Committee is Mr. Max
Christie of Napanee; Mr. Christie is an engineer specializing in water treatment
issues. Each Source Protection Committee has municipal, economic, and
community members, and representation from First Nations. The 17-member
Quinte Source Protection Committee includes: municipal councilors; economic
representatives from agriculture, industry, and tourism and recreation; and
community representatives from environmental groups and the public. There are
two members from the Mohawk Tyendinaga Territory (Mohawks of the Bay of
Quinte) representing the interests of that First Nation community. The
Committee also has three non-voting liaison members representing: the Ministry
of the Environment, Health Units (Hastings Prince Edward Health Unit and
Kingston Frontenac Lennox and Addington Public Health), and the Quinte Source
Protection Authority.

The Source Protection Committee was required to complete three tasks outlined
in the Clean Water Act, 2006:

e Write a Terms of Reference to identify what work needs to be done and
who is responsible to complete that work;

e Compile an Assessment Report that brings together the science and
technical information required to develop a source protection plan; and

e Produce a source protection plan that will outline measures necessary to
reduce or eliminate the threats identified in the Assessment Report.
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The Source Protection Plan was submitted August 2012. It includes polices that
make use of implementation tools such as public education, incentives, municipal
land use planning and by-laws, risk management plans and in some
circumstances source protection plans may prohibit certain activities. It also
includes requirements for monitoring local progress on source protection.
Municipalities are involved in implementing the source protection plans, in part
through updates to their municipal official plans and zoning by-laws.

The Source Protection Committee consulted with municipalities, stakeholder
groups and the public so that the Assessment Report and Source Protection Plan
are developed through an open and transparent process. Information related to
the work has been shared at public open houses and municipal council meetings,
and is posted on the Internet at www.quintesourcewater.ca.

1.3 Participants in the Process

Everyone has an interest in drinking water source protection. The future of our
communities depends on access to clean and plentiful supplies of water. For
these reasons, source protection in Ontario is being led locally, with source
protection committees established on a watershed basis. There were many
different participants in the process. Stakeholders and partners include
municipalities, federal and provincial government agencies, community groups,
businesses, and permanent and seasonal residents.

1.3.1 Municipalities

All or part of the municipalities listed below fall within the Quinte Source
Protection Region.

Name of Municipality
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward
The Corporation of the City of Belleville
The City of Quinte West
The Corporation of the Municipality of Centre Hastings
The Townships of Tudor and Cashel
The Town of Deseronto
The Municipality of Marmora and Lake
The Municipality of Tweed
The Corporation of the Township of Madoc
The Township of Tyendinaga
The Township of Stone Mills
The Township of Stirling-Rawdon
The Township of North Frontenac
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The Township of Central Frontenac

The Township of South Frontenac

The Corporation of the Township of Addington Highlands
The Town of Greater Napanee

The County of Frontenac

The Corporation of Loyalist Township

The County of Lennox and Addington

The County of Hastings

1.3.2 Provincial Government

There are a number of provincial agencies closely involved in water
management. These include:

e Ministry of Environment;

e Ministry of Natural Resources;

e Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing; and
e Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs.

Two local health units were involved: the Hastings Prince Edward Health Unit
and Kingston Frontenac Lennox and Addington Public Health.

1.3.3 Federal Government

The federal government has many interests in the Quinte Source Protection
Region. The federal government is involved in issues related to First Nation
reserves. The Mohawk Tyendinaga Territory is located in the Quinte Watershed.
(Map 2.19 Federal and Protected Lands)

1.3.4 Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte

The Quinte Region Source Protection Authority and Committee are working with
the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte. A partnership was arranged to monitor both
surface and groundwater at several test sites in the Mohawk Tyendinaga
Territory. Quinte Conservation also coordinated and delivered several
workshops on the Mohawk Tyendinaga Territory aimed at helping people
understand groundwater issues.

1.3.5 Adjacent Source Protection Regions

The Quinte Region Source Protection Authority and Committee coordinated their
efforts with the three neighbouring source protection regions, including the
Cataraqui, Mississippi - Rideau, and Trent Conservation Coalition. This built on a
long tradition of cooperation between conservation authorities. These regions
have worked together on common communications, mapping, technical products,
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and used a coordinated approach when sharing information with municipalities.
The intent is to provide a consistent level of information, wherever possible, for
the benefit of those municipalities that fall into more than one source protection
area.

1.3.6 Interested Stakeholders, Engaged Public and Non Governmental
Organizations

There are many stakeholders and non-governmental organizations in the Quinte
region that have an interest in supplies of clean and plentiful water. The
agricultural community, tourism and recreation sector, lake and river associations
and the manufacturing sector are well represented in the area. Each of these
sectors is represented on the Quinte Source Protection Committee. Quinte
Conservation also has a long history of interaction with many stakeholder groups
and these established relationships benefit the source protection process.

1.4 Scope and Purpose of the Assessment Report

1.4.1 Scope of the Report

The scope of this Assessment Report is defined by the Terms of Reference:
Quinte Source Protection Region (Appendix A-1). Currently, the focus of the
Assessment Report is on 11 local drinking water systems in the “municipal
residential” category that is defined by the Ontario Ministry of the Environment
(Map 2.3 Drinking Water System Locations & Areas Serviced). Chapter 5 of the
Assessment Report also includes information about the general state of
groundwater resources across the entire Quinte area. Future versions of the
Assessment Report may also include technical findings related to other public
drinking water systems and/or ‘clusters of six or more’ of private intakes or wells.
These systems would only be considered if they were added to the Terms of
Reference through a municipal resolution, or at the direction of the Ontario
Minister of the Environment.

1.4.2 Purpose of the Report

The main purpose of this report is to provide data, information and analyses to
assist the prioritization of drinking water issues and threats within the vulnerable
areas that are described in Chapters 4 through 7. This information assisted the
community, led by the Quinte Source Protection Committee, to prepare the
Quinte Source Protection Plan. Drinking water issues and threats that are
prioritized in this document were the subject of extensive discussion during the
development of the plan.
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This report also serves as a summary of technical findings. For more detailed
findings about a specific location, reference should be made to the individual
technical reports, each of which is listed in the References section and held by
Quinte Conservation at its Administration Office in Belleville. The Assessment
Report includes a DVD with digital copies of the pertinent studies and reference
material.

1.4.3 Objectives of the Report

The Clean Water Act, 2006 establishes the following minimum objectives for the
Assessment Report:

a) identify all the watersheds in the source protection area;
b) characterize the quality and quantity of water in each watershed;

c) set out a water budget for each watershed, which describes how water
enters and leaves the watershed and describes the groundwater and
surface water flows in the watershed including how water is used;

d) identify all significant groundwater recharge areas and highly vulnerable
aquifers that are in the source protection area,;

e) identify all surface water Intake Protection Zones and Wellhead Protection
Areas that are in the source protection area;

f) describe the drinking water issues relating to the quality and quantity of
water in each of the vulnerable areas identified under clauses (d) and (e);

g) list activities that are or would be drinking water threats, and conditions
that result from past activities and that are drinking water threats; and

h) identify the areas where an activity listed under clause (g) is or would be a
Significant drinking water threat, and the areas where a condition listed
under clause (g) is a Significant drinking water threat.

This Assessment Report includes detailed local information in support of each of
the above objectives.

1.4.4 Methods of Technical Work

The Source Protection Program in Ontario is based on the best available
science. The scientific methods used to carry out the technical work are
described in Ontario Regulation 287/07 General, the Technical Rules:
Assessment Report (Appendix A-2), and related guidance materials. These
documents were developed by the provincial government in consultation with
scientists from various fields and representatives from stakeholder groups such
as agriculture and industry. Similar methods were used across Ontario, so that
there is a reasonable degree of consistency in the preparation of Assessment
Reports.
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This Assessment Report includes findings from many technical studies that were
completed for the Quinte Source Protection Region since 2005. The studies
were completed under the supervision of Quinte Conservation’s technical staff,
with assistance from municipalities, public health units, consultants and others.
The water budget studies were peer reviewed by qualified neutral third parties.
The Source Protection Committee hosted many municipal and public meetings
and open houses to share the findings with the community for all these studies,
and to seek feedback and local knowledge. The findings were carefully reviewed
by Conservation Authority staff and were received by the Source Protection
Committee for inclusion in this document.

Additional information about the technical methods used is presented in
subsequent chapters of this report.

1.4.5 Statement Regarding the Science within the Assessment Report

A guiding principle of the Walkerton Inquiry recommendations related to source
protection is that decisions be based on the best available science and
knowledge. A concerted effort was made to compile the information for this
Assessment Report using the best current available information and methods of
analyzing that information. However, it was apparent throughout this exercise
there are data and knowledge gaps in some parts of the document that need to
be addressed in future versions.

For example, Chapter 7 explains what is known about Climate Change. This is
an area where there will be a considerable amount of new research carried out in
the near future. Climate Change has the potential to impact both water quality
and quantity but it is impossible to say to what extent at this point. There will be
revised Assessment Reports developed over time that will include new
information as it becomes available. Data gaps are summarized in Chapter 8.
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2 The Quinte Source Protection Region

2.1 Watersheds in the Source Protection Region

The Quinte Source Protection Region is an area of approximately 6,600 square
kilometres (including water and islands) that borders the Bay of Quinte and Lake
Ontario in eastern Ontario. It includes the lands that drain into the Moira, Salmon
and Napanee Rivers as well as the Prince Edward Peninsula and coincides with
the jurisdiction of Quinte Conservation.

This chapter is an overview of the character of the Quinte Region. It provides
background information and describes the physical setting in which the surface
and groundwater resources and the 11 municipal drinking water systems in the
Quinte Region have been studied.

For further information about the Quinte Source Protection Region the reader is
directed to the Watershed Characterization (Appendix B1). Similarly, for more
details on the water resources of the region please see the Conceptual Water
Budget (Appendix C1) and Tier 1 Water Budget (Appendix C2).

2.1.1 Watershed Boundaries

The Quinte Region watershed boundaries are illustrated by Map 2.1. A
watershed is an area of land that contributes water to one lake, river or stream.
There are four large watersheds within the Quinte Source Protection Region:
Moira River, Salmon River, Napanee River and the Prince Edward Peninsula.
These have been further subdivided into 25 subwatersheds for the purpose of
this report.

2.1.2 Subwatersheds

The Moira, Napanee and Salmon Rivers drain an area of approximately 2772,
818, and 925 square kilometres respectively. The Moira River has eight
subwatersheds; the Salmon River, three; and the Napanee River, four. Ten
subwatersheds with numerous small streams and creeks drain either into Lake
Ontario or the Bay of Quinte off the Prince Edward Peninsula. Subwatersheds
are described further in Chapter 3 of this report and shown on Map 2.2.

2.1.2.1 Moira River Watershed

The Moira River is the largest of the four large watersheds in the Quinte Region
at over 2,700 square kilometres. It originates on the well forested Canadian
Shield and descends 383 metres through the Limestone Terrane to the Bay of
Quinte. The two major northern tributaries are the Black and Skootamatta
Rivers. The large lakes in the watershed are Lingham, Skootamatta, Deerock,
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Moira and Stoco Lakes. South of Stoco Lake the physical and human geography
of the Moira River watershed changes. Forests, wetlands and lakes of the
Canadian Shield give way to a predominately agricultural landscape of pastures
and cultivated fields. Population density increases too as the river travels south
from Stoco Lake onto the Limestone Terrane. Other tributary streams enter the
Moira River as it flows south to the City of Belleville on the Bay of Quinte. Over
80 percent of the watershed is covered by woodlands, water bodies and
permanent wetlands (Section 2.2.3).

2.1.2.2 Salmon River Watershed

The Salmon River has a watershed area of over 900 square kilometres and
originates on the Canadian Shield. It descends 267 metres through the
Limestone Terrane to the Bay of Quinte. The Salmon River's headwaters are in
the Township of Addington Highlands and the river flows through Central
Frontenac and Stone Mills townships. Kennebec, Big Clear, Horseshoe, Beaver
and White Lakes support both seasonal and permanent residences. The Salmon
River flows south from the Canadian Shield onto the limestone plain. In this
section the river passes through villages and hamlets like Croydon, Roblin,
Forest Mills and Kingsford on its way to the Village of Shannonville and the Bay
of Quinte. Eighty-two percent of the watershed is covered by woodlands, water
bodies and permanent wetlands (Section 2.2.3).

2.1.2.3 Napanee River Watershed

The Napanee River has a watershed area of over 800 square kilometres and
originates on the Canadian Shield descending 172 metres through the Limestone
Terrane to the Bay of Quinte. The river flows from its headwaters in the Depot
Lakes system in the Township of Central Frontenac south to the Town of Greater
Napanee at the Bay of Quinte. Over 63 percent of the watershed is covered by
woodlands, water bodies and permanent wetlands (Section 2.2.3).

2.1.2.4 Prince Edward County Watershed

The peninsula of Prince Edward County is over 1,000 square kilometres with
many small creeks and streams that drain into Lake Ontario and the Bay of
Quinte. The area is characterized by limestone bedrock, and extensive shoreline
with picturesque limestone bluffs, and pebble and sand beaches. Agriculture is
the predominant land use in Prince Edward County. The area has been
designated a wine growing region by the Province of Ontario. The largest
population centres are the Town of Picton and Villages of Wellington and
Bloomfield. Woodlands, water bodies and permanent wetlands cover over 41
percent of the peninsula.

July 2023 2-2 Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 2

2.1.3 Neighbouring Source Protection Regions

Map 2.1 shows the source protection regions/areas and conservation authorities
that border the Quinte Source Protection Region and Table 2-1 lists them. There
is a small portion (approximately a 20 kilometres stretch) of the northern border
of Quinte Region that is not within the jurisdiction of another source protection
region. This small portion is within the Township of Addington Highlands and the
Townships of Tudor and Cashel. The Ministry of Natural Resources is
responsible for source protection planning in areas that are not covered by
source protection areas or regions.

Table 2-1: Neighbouring Source Protection Regions/Areas and Conservation Authorities

Border Source Protection Region or Area Conservation Authority

East — Cataraqui Source Protection Area Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority
Southeast

East - Mississippi Rideau Source Protection Rideau Valley Conservation Authority
Central Region

East - Mississippi Rideau Source Protection Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority
Northeast Region

West — Trent Conservation Coalition Source Lower Trent Conservation

Southwest | Protection Region

West — Trent Conservation Coalition Source Crowe Valley Conservation Authority
Northwest Protection Region

2.1.4 Drinking Water Systems

There are 11 municipal drinking water systems in the Quinte Region. Seven of
these systems have their source from surface water and the remaining four from
groundwater. Table 2-2 summarizes all 11 systems, including system
classification and number of users served by the system. Map 2.3 shows the
locations of drinking water systems and their intakes or wells.

2.1.5 Other Drinking Water Systems

At the time of the writing of this report there were no additional Regulated
Drinking Water Systems identified to be included in this Assessment Report.
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Table 2-2: Locations and Classification of Quinte Region Municipal Drinking Water Systems

Drinking Water
System Name
(Operating Authority)

Classification

Drinking Water
Source

Community Served

Population
Served

Drinking Water System
Location

Water Intake & Well Location

Great Lakes

Gerry O'Connor Water

Large

Surface water of the

City of Belleville

40,000 people

2 Sidney St., Belleville, County of

430 metres of intake pipe

Treatment Plant (City Municipal Bay of Quinte (S:i?jrr]:(!;‘/t?l'rt‘)wnship Hastings extending from the treatment plant
of Belleville) Residential Rossmore into the Bay of Quinte. A second
Fenwood Gardens intake at 490 metres into the Bay

of Quinte. Both at 5.5 metres
deep

Point Anne Hamlet Small Surface water of the Point Anne, Hamlet 55 people (22 32 Thurlow Lane Ave, City of 105 metres of intake pipe at 2.5

Water Treatment Plant | Municipal Bay of Quinte and of connections) and | Belleville, County of Hastings metres deep connecting to an on-

(City of Belleville) Residential groundwater a small fire hall shore intake well. Lot 24,
Concession Broken Front, City of
Belleville.

Deseronto Water Large Surface water of the Deseronto, Town of 1,700 people 322 Water Street, Town of 480 metres of intake pipe

Treatment Plant Municipal Bay of Quinte Deseronto, County of Hastings. extending from the treatment plant

(Greater Napanee Residential Intake: Lot A, Plan 162, Town of into the Bay of Quinte to a depth of

Utilities) Deseronto, County of Hastings 6 metres.

Picton Water Large Surface water of Town of Picton and 5,905 people in 30 Spencer Street, Prince Edward | Two separate intakes: 305 metres

Treatment Plant Municipal Picton Bay in the Bay Village of Bloomfield | Picton and 643 County. long north intake pipe (not

(Prince Edward Residential of Quinte people in currently used) and 91 metres long

County) Bloomfield south intake pipe extending from
the treatment plant into Picton Bay
to a depth of 3.3 metres.

Wellington Water Large Surface water of Lake Village of Wellington 1,743 people 459 Main St., Wellington 1,475 metres of intake pipe in 10

Treatment Plant Municipal Ontario metres water depth of Lake

(Prince Edward Residential Ontario.

County)

Inland Waters

A.L. Dafoe Drinking Large Surface water of Napanee, Town of 8,500 people A.L. Dafoe Water Treatment Backup intake pipe in the

Water System Backup | Municipal Napanee River Greater Plant, 75 East Street, Napanee Napanee River extending from the

(Greater Napanee Residential treatment plant to the top of

Utilities) Napanee Falls
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Drinking Water s . A
System Name Classification Riylinopiey Community Served i RULtg Wat_er System Water Intake & Well Location
. . Source Served Location
(Operating Authority)
Ameliasburgh Hamlet Small Surface water Hamlet of 175 people (57 73 Coleman St. Hamlet of 115 metres of intake pipe
Water Treatment Plant | Municipal Ameliasburgh and connections) Ameliasburgh; Lot 82, Concession | extending from the treatment plant
(Prince Edward Residential Roblin Lake 3, Ameliasburgh Ward into Roblin Lake to an unknown
County) residents depth
Groundwater
Madoc Waterworks Large Groundwater, GUDI T | Madoc, Village of 1,250 Pumphouse and Well #1 (Rollins Well), 95 Rollins Street at 49 metres
(OCWAY*) Municipal deep
Residential
Pumphouse and Well #2 (Whytock Well), 4 Whytock Avenue at 90
metres deep
Tweed Waterworks Large Groundwater, GUDI T | Tweed, Village of 1,800 Pumphouse: Crookston Rd Well #3 (Crookston Well) in the
(OCWA¥*) Municipal (County Rd 38) plant is Crookston Rd (County Rd
Residential 38) at 122 metres deep
Well #1 (Main well - backup),
located off Hungerford Rd.
Municipality of Tweed, Hastings
County (not a GUDI) at 132
metres deep
Well #2 was decommissioned in
1995
Deloro Well Supply Small Groundwater, GUDI T Deloro, Village of 160 Pumphouse, Reservoir, and Well: Lot 109, Village of Deloro, County of
(Municipality of Municipal Hastings (Municipality of Marmora & Lake) at 30 metres deep
Marmora & Lake) Residential
Peats Point Small Groundwater, GUDI T | Peat's Point 19 residential Pumphouse and Well #2: 55 Howard Cres, Peats Point Subdivision; Lot
Subdivision Well Municipal Subdivision in Prince connections 54, Concession 2, Ameliasburgh Ward, Prince Edward at 37 metres
Supply (Prince Residential Edward County deep
Edward County)
Well #1 was decommissioned in 2005.
1 Groundwater Under the Direct Influence of Surface Water
* Ontario Clean Water Agency (OCWA)
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2.2 Physical Geography

2.2.1 Physiography

The physiography of the Quinte Source Protection Region may be understood
generally by considering three prominent zones: Northern Area, Limestone
Terrane and the Prince Edward Peninsula. These are shown on Map 2.1 and
described below.

More details on physiography are provided in Chapter 3.

Northern Area

The northern area may be described as the rocky highlands of the region
containing the head waters of the Moira, Napanee, and Salmon Rivers. This
area is characterized by steep to rolling topography, Precambrian bedrock,
numerous lakes and forested lands. Due to irregular topography many lakes,
bogs and wetlands have formed in the depressions and are intermixed with large
tracts of forested land. See Figure 2-1 below. The soils are generally shallow
and stony with the exception of deposits of organic soils which are found in large
bogs and wetlands. This region is used extensively for forestry and mining, as
well as recreation with many cottages located on the numerous small lakes. In
view of the ruggedness of this terrain there are few roads and minimal
agriculture. Areas of settlement are located along the southern fringe of this
region including the communities of Deloro, Madoc and Tweed.

i

Quinte Conservation Photo
Figure 2-1: A Precambrian Landscape in the Northern Area
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Limestone Terrane

South of the Canadian Shield (Northern Area) lies the Limestone Terrane; an
area of more subdued topography, greater soil depth and fertile agricultural land.
This zone extends to the south along the shore of the Bay of Quinte and
encompasses numerous glacial soil deposits in the form of drumlins, eskers, and
a large kame moraine; interpreted as an extension of the Oak Ridges Moraine.
The soils in some of these landforms have been reported as extending to depths
in excess of 60 metres, however the majority of this region exhibits shallow soil
over limestone bedrock, as illustrated by Figure 2-2 below, and the overburden
thickness map (Map 2.5). Land use is primarily agricultural with rural residential
development becoming popular due to aesthetic appeal and the attraction of the
rural landscape.

Quinte Conservation Photo
Figure 2-2: Limestone Bedrock near Napanee

Prince Edward Peninsula

The third region includes all of Prince Edward County which is a peninsula
extending into Lake Ontario characterized by limestone bedrock with thin soil
cover and relatively flat topography. The peninsula exhibits an irregular shoreline
defined in some areas by steep bedrock escarpments, rocky shorelines and
other areas of bay mouth sand bars. See Figure 2-3 below. Numerous small
water courses provide drainage for this area, leading from inland plateaus to the
surrounding water bodies of the Bay of Quinte and Lake Ontario. This area is not
drained by a single large water course but numerous small water courses. Land
use is predominantly agricultural and rural residential.
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Quinte Conservation Photo
Figure 2-3: Fractured Limestone Shoreline on the Prince Edward Peninsula

2.2.2 Overall Topography

The topography of the Quinte Region ranges from rugged in the rocky highlands
of the Canadian Shield to areas of flat, low relief along the shores of the Bay of
Quinte and Lake Ontario. Elevations range from a maximum of 458 metres
above sea level in the extreme north of the Moira Watershed to 75 metres above
sea level along the shore of the Bay of Quinte and Lake Ontario. Mapping of
topography, illustrated by Map 2.6, using a digital elevation model illustrates
areas of steep slope concentrated in the Canadian Shield portion of the Moira,
Salmon, and Napanee watersheds. To the south, there is a predominance of low
slopes with the exception of steep bedrock escarpments which are found
throughout the Prince Edward Peninsula.

2.2.3 Geology

To describe the geology of the region, this section has been divided into Bedrock
Geology and Surficial Geology.

Bedrock Geology

In the absence of significant soil deposits the bedrock geology has a large
influence on the physical landscape and flow of water in the Quinte Region. The
bedrock found in this area consists of both Precambrian and Paleozoic
formations with distribution illustrated by Map 2.7 showing the Precambrian rock
in the northern area and Paleozoic at the south. A generalized regional cross
section of the study area is shown in Figure 2-4. The Precambrian rocks, the
oldest in the area, underlie the entire region and are exposed near the surface in
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the Northern area. This rock is comprised of igneous (cooled from lava) and
metamorphic rock that was later heated and reformed while still below the
surface. The Paleozoic rocks, found throughout the southern area (Limestone
Terrane and Prince Edward Peninsula), are reported to be above the
Precambrian bedrock at depths of as much as 300 metres in the extreme south
and tapering to zero at the north. These rocks consist predominantly of
limestone that was formed after the area was inundated by an ocean and
sediments accumulated on the bottom consolidating over time into sedimentary
rocks. The limestone rocks are predominantly flat-lying with the surface sloping in
a southerly direction similar to the overall trend of the rugged Precambrian rock.
The slope of the bedrock surface (both types), as illustrated by Map 2.8 is to the
south, serves to direct the regional flow of both ground and surface water in a
southerly direction.

Surficial Geology

Soils in the Quinte Region, depicted in Map 2.9, are the result of the most recent
glacial period which ended approximately 10,000 years ago. During this period
the glaciers scraped and deposited soils throughout leaving often only a thin
cover (1 metre and less) of material over bedrock. However, in some areas thick
deposits of soil were left behind in the form of moraines, drumlins and eskers.
The areas of greater soil depth are, illustrated by Map 2.5, found throughout the
Limestone Terrane and in isolated areas of the Prince Edward Peninsula in the
vicinity of West and East Lakes.

Soils in the Quinte Region developed in relation to the underlying bedrock
formations. Given the bedrock geology, there are numerous different soil types in
the region (Map 2.10). In general, all soils are thin and well drained; however,
there is variability in composition. In the Northern area the bedrock is resistant to
erosion; the soils are granular, not well developed and are generally not well
suited for agriculture. In the southern area of the Limestone Terrane and the
Prince Edward Peninsula the underlying limestone bedrock is softer and the soil
building process has resulted in well developed soils which are favourable for
agricultural activities.
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Figure 2-4: Generalized Bedrock Geology Cross Section
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2.2.4 Natural Vegetative Cover

A large portion of the Quinte Region is naturally vegetated. Over 70 percent is
considered wetlands and woodlands (Table 2-3) and 69 percent of riparian areas
along streams in the region are naturally vegetated.

Woodlands and wetlands are distributed throughout the Quinte Region, but most
are preserved in the Canadian Shield region where pressure from human
development has been limited (Map 2.11). Some of these woodlands and
wetlands are designated as Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) in the
Life Science category which is an Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
designation for the purpose of protecting lands that are provincially or regionally
significant and are representative of significant ecological features. These
designated areas are protected under the Environmental Assessment Act, 1990,
Ontario Regulation 282/98. Some wetlands in the Quinte Region are designated
as evaluated wetlands through the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources Ontario
Wetland Evaluation System. Those designated as Provincially Significant
Wetlands because of their unique ecosystems are protected by Provincial Policy
Statement under the Planning Act, 1990 and through policies in municipal official

plans. Full lists of Provincially Significant Wetlands and Areas of Natural and
Scientific Interest for Life Science are provided in Appendix 4 and 5 of the
Watershed Characterization Report (Appendix B1).

Table 2-3: Natural Vegetative Cover per Watershed t

Moira River Salmon River Napanee River Prlnce. Edward Total
Watershed Peninsula
ha % ha % ha % ha % ha %
Total Area (ha) 284,804 91,801 104,157 108,147 588,909
Woodlands 189,611 | 66.6 | 60,167 65.5 50,538 48.5 35,224 32.6 | 335,540 57
Waterbodies 15,311 5.4 5,149 5.6 6,321 6.1 2,989 2.8 29,770 5.1
Permanent 24619 | 86 | 9942 |108| 9,335 9 7,004 6.5 | 50,900 | 8.6
Wetlands
TOTAL 229,541 | 80.6 | 75,258 82 66,194 63.6 45,216 41.8 | 416,209 | 70.7
OMNR 8,411 3 0 12,478 12 8,796 8.1 29,685 5
Wetlands *
ANSI Life 18,616 | 6.5 0 13,972 13.4 6,705 6.2 | 39,293 | 6.7
Science
1 modified table from McNevin 2005; Prince Edward Peninsula values include the entire peninsula, not just
the portion that drains into the Bay of Quinte (McNevin 2005).
* Evaluated by Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources using the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System (NHIC
2005).
** Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) for Life Science evaluated by Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources as having provincially or regionally significant representative ecological features (NHIC 2005).
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2.2.5 Aquatic Habitats

2.2.5.1 Fisheries

The Quinte Source Protection Region has a wide variety of lake and river fish
habitats that support both cold and warm water fisheries. Map 2.12 shows the
water body temperatures based on sensitive fish populations in the region.

Loss of cold water streams can be an indication of the impact of human activities.
Some examples are straightening of stream channels, increased erosion due to
deforestation and removal of riparian vegetation that allows sunlight to warm the
waters. There have been stream improvements in the Quinte region as a result of
initiatives of local stewardship groups like:

e Palliser Creek Improvement Association that was very active in the 1980s
and early 1990s;

e Waring’s Creek Improvement Association, active in the early 1990s, and
e Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan; and

Loss of fish and wildlife habitat has been identified by the Bay of Quinte
Remedial Action Plan in 1993 as a concern.

Although most streams in the Quinte Region are warm water, cool and cold water
streams are an indication of groundwater discharge. These discharge areas are
important to both human activities and aquatic habitats as these areas help to
maintain water levels and provide potential sources of fresh drinking water. In
2006 and 2007 Quinte Region streams were surveyed to identify cold water
streams following the Ontario Stream Assessment Protocol by the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources and were classified by their temperature regimes
(Stanfield 2005, Coker 2001). Table 2-4 is the list of cold and cool water stream
reaches across the Quinte region surveyed in 2006 and 2007 based on this
protocol. No warm water streams were included in the survey. Generally, cold
water streams can be found in headwater streams in the upper reaches of
watersheds (Map 2.12). Where there is a cold water stream, there is a
groundwater discharge area and therefore there is a groundwater recharge area
nearby. Groundwater recharge areas are valuable because they supply aquifers
with fresh water but can easily be contaminated by runoff or spills.
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Table 2-4: Stream Temperature Classes (based on measurements in 2006 and 2007)

. mperatur
Station ID Watercourse Year s pe_ ature
Regime
Moira River Watershed
BSCO01 Blessington Creek 2006 cool
CHCO05 Chrysal Creek 2006 cold
2006 cool
GOCO03 Goose Creek 2007 ool
2006 cool
MORO1 Moira Ri
oira River 2007 ool
2006
MORO02 Moira River cool
2007 cool
2006 cool
RO3 Moira River
MO ra RV 2007 cool
MORO09 Moira River 2006 cool
2006 cold
NTCO02 N T k
Co umber Ten Cree 2007 cold
PACO06 Palliser Creek 2006 cold
2006 cold
PKC10 Parks Creek
2007 cold
POCO1 Potter Creek 2006 cool
2006
UNCO03 Noname Creek cool
2007 cool
Napanee Region Watershed*
CRCO1 Crooked Creek 2006 cool
DPCO01 Depot Creek 2006 cool
FIC02 Fisher Creek 2006 cool
NPRO7 Napanee River 2006 cool
OTCOo1 Otter Creek 2006 cool
PNCO1 Pennels Creek 2006 cool
Prince Edward Peninsula
BLCO1 Bloomfield Creek 2006 cool
HBCO02 Hubbs Creek 2006 cool
HLC02 Slab (Hillier) Creek 2006 cool
2006 cool
WAR?2 Waring’ k
aring’s Cree 2007 cold
WAR3 Waring’s Creek 2006 cold
2006 cold
WAR4 Waring’'s Creek
aring’s Cree 2007 cold

* Napanee Region Watershed includes data from the Napanee and Salmon Rivers combined.

Water temperatures measured in 2006 and 2007 used to classify temperature regimes based on preferred temperature
of fish (<19°C cold, 19 to 25°C cool, >25°C warm water) (Coker 2001).
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2.2.5.2 Aquatic Macroinvertebrates

Benthic macroinvertebrates are aquatic invertebrates (organisms without a
backbone) that live on the bottom of streams and lakes and are large enough to
be seen with the naked eye. Since these organisms spend most, if not all, of
their lives on the stream bottom, their community composition indicates the
general health of the stream.

The Hilsenhoff Biotic Index is used to interpret the benthic macroinvertebrates
which is a weighted average for a set of organism groups that are assigned
tolerant values based on how the general group reacts to nutrient enrichment
(Stanfield 2005). As identified in the Watershed Characterization Report
(Appendix B1), monitoring stations that had a high index should be monitored
closely in future as they could be nutrient enriched according to the 2003 to 2007
surveys. In the Moira River Watershed, Chrysal Creek, Palliser Creek, Parks
Creek, and Potter Creek had Hilsenhoff Biotic Indices showing signs of possible
impairment. In the Napanee Region Watershed, Selby Creek also had a
Hilsenhoff Biotic Index showing signs of possible impairment. In Prince Edward
Watershed, Demorestville Creek, Hillier Creek and Waring’s Creek also show
signs of impairment (Map 2.13).

2.2.6 Species and Habitats at Risk

Ontario's original Endangered Species Act, 2007 prohibits willful harm to
endangered species that are listed in regulations under the Act and the willful
destruction of, or interference with, their habitats. The main threats to species at
risk in Ontario are habitat loss, pollution, invasive species, and over-harvesting of
the species. It is important to identify rare species, particularly populations of
aquatic species, because populations may be dwindling due to impaired water
guality or quantity conditions. The occurrence of rare aquatic species can also
suggest the presence of rare or unique habitat characteristics which may be
important to note during the formulation of a source protection plan.

There are two accepted authorities on endangered species in Ontario. They are
the Ontario Committee on the Status of Species at Risk reporting to the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources and the federal Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada.

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources is a good source of the provincial rare
species list. The distribution data of the rare species is based on the number of
occurrences in 1 kilometre square boxes (Map 2.14). The reason for the
generalized reporting is to protect the populations from further risk of becoming
extinct by human interference. Most of the rare species in the Quinte Source
Protection Region were located in the lower portion of the Salmon and the
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Napanee River watersheds. These rare species occurrences were associated
with natural areas of shorelines along lakes, rivers, wetlands and forested areas.
In addition, there were some located in urban areas, such as Tweed, Belleville,

and Picton.

The national list of rare species published by the Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada and the provincial list of Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources was gathered for the Quinte region from the Natural Heritage
Information Centre (NHIC) without revealing their specific locations (NHIC 2005).
The list includes mammals, amphibians, fish, birds, and plants of both terrestrial
and aquatic species. As of 2005, there were 17 rare species in the Moira River
Watershed, 17 in Napanee Region Watershed, and 11 identified on the Prince
Edward Peninsula. There are five species at risk common to all three
watersheds: Black Tern, Blandings Turtle, Henslow Sparrow, Least Bittern,
Loggerhead Shrike. See Table 2-5 below. The list is periodically updated with

changes of status.

Table 2-5: Rare species identified by the Natural Heritage Information Centre in the Quinte

Region (NHIC 2005).

Committee on
the Status of

Ontario Ministry

Common Name Scientific Name Endangered of Natural
Wildlife in Resources 1t
Canada t
Moira River Watershed
Black Tern Chlidonias niger Not At Risk Special Concern
Blanding's Turtle Emydoidea blandingii Threatened
Central Stoneroller Campostoma anomalum Not At Risk Not At Risk
Channel Darter Percina copelandi Threatened Threatened
Dwarf Hackberry Celtis tenuifolia Threatened Threatened
Eastern Hog-nosed Snake Heterodon platirhinos Threatened Threatened

Five-lined Skink

Eumeces fasciatus

Special Concern

Special Concern

Grey Fox Urocyon cinereoargenteus Threatened Threatened
Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii Endangered Endangered-R
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis Threatened Threatened
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus Endangered Endangered-R

Louisiana Waterthrush

Seiurus motacilla

Special Concern

Special Concern

Macoun's Shining Moss

Neomacounia nitida

Extinct

Extinct

Prairie Warbler

Dendroica discolor

Not At Risk

Not At Risk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Buteo lineatus

Special Concern

Special Concern

Small White Lady's-slipper

Cypripedium candidum

Endangered

Endangered-R

Southern Flying Squirrel

Glaucomys volans

Special Concern

Special Concern

Napanee Region Watershed

Black Tern Chlidonias niger Not At Risk Special Concern

Blanding's Turtle Emydoidea blandingii Threatened

Butternut Juglans cinerea Endangered Endangered
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Committee on
the Status of

Ontario Ministry

Common Name Scientific Name Endangered of Natural
Wildlife in Resources tt
Canada t
Cerulean Warbler Dendroica cerulea Special Concern | Special Concern
Dwarf Hackberry Celtis tenuifolia Threatened Threatened
Eastern Prairie Fringed-orchid Platanthera leucophaea Endangered Endangered
Five-lined Skink Eumeces fasciatus Special Concern | Special Concern
Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii Endangered Endangered-R
Juniper Sedge Carex juniperorum Endangered Endangered-R
King Rail Rallus elegans Endangered Endangered-R
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis Threatened Threatened
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus Endangered Endangered-R
Louisiana Waterthrush Seiurus motacilla Special Concern | Special Concern
Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor Not At Risk Not At Risk

Red-shouldered Hawk

Buteo lineatus

Special Concern

Special Concern

Toothcup

Rotala ramosior

Endangered

Endangered

Yellow-breasted Chat

Icteria virens

Special Concern

Special Concern

Prince Edward Peninsula

Black Tern Chlidonias niger Not At Risk Special Concern
Blanding's Turtle Emydoidea blandingii Threatened
Butternut Juglans cinerea Endangered Endangered

Cerulean Warbler

Dendroica cerulea

Special Concern

Special Concern

Climbing Prairie Rose

Rosa setigera

Special Concern

Special Concern

Deepwater Sculpin Myoxocephalus thompsoni Threatened Threatened
Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii Endangered Endangered-R
King Rail Rallus elegans Endangered Endangered-R
Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis Threatened Threatened
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus Endangered Endangered-R

Swamp Rose-mallow

Hibiscus moscheutos

Special Concern

Special Concern

Note:

* Napanee Region Watershed includes both the Salmon and Napanee Rivers.

1 Endangered: A species facing imminent extirpation or extinction throughout its range.
Extirpated: A species no longer existing in the wild in Canada, but occurring elsewhere in the wild.
Extinct: A species that no longer exists.
Indeterminate: A species for which there is insufficient information to support a status designation.
Not At Risk: A species that has been evaluated and found to be not at risk.
Special Concern: A species of special concern because of characteristics that make it particularly
sensitive to human activities or natural events, but do not include an extirpated, endangered or

threatened species.

Threatened: A species likely to become endangered if nothing is done to reverse the factors
leading to its extirpation or extinction.

Tt Extinct: A species that no longer exists anywhere.
Extirpated: A species that no longer exists in the wild in Ontario but still occurs elsewhere.
Endangered-R (Regulated): A species facing imminent extinction or extirpation in Ontario which
has been regulated under Ontario's Endangered Species Act (ESA).
Endangered (Not Regulated): A species facing imminent extinction or extirpation in Ontario which
is a candidate for regulation under Ontario's ESA.
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Threatened: A species that is at risk of becoming endangered in Ontario if limiting factors are not
reversed.

Special Concern: (formerly Vulnerable) A species with characteristics that make it sensitive to
human activities or natural events.

Not at Risk: A species that has been evaluated and found to be not at risk.

Data Deficient: (formerly Indeterminate) A species for which there is insufficient information for a
provincial status recommendation.

2.3 Water Quality and Quantity

The purpose of this section is to provide a general description of current surface
water and groundwater quality and quantity as outlined in the Quinte Region
Watershed Characterization Report (Appendix B1). The Watershed
Characterization Report contains information on data sources, methods of
analysis and limitations for this section.

2.3.1 Surface Water Quality

Surface water quality in the Quinte Source Protection Region is generally
considered good and has shown improvement over the last 40 years (the period
for which data are available). Lakes and rivers are enjoyed by residents and
tourists for recreation. These same lakes and rivers are used as municipal and
private drinking water sources. Table 2-6 summarizes water quality problems
that include Arsenic, Phosphorous, Organic Nitrogen, Taste and Odour, Water
Clarity and E.coli as identified in the Watershed Characterization Report.
Occasionally some of these parameters still have concentrations greater than the
Provincial Water Quality Objectives (Ministry of Environment 1999) that are
benchmarks used to protect aquatic life and recreational uses.

The Bay of Quinte has a history of being nutrient enriched or hyper-eutrophic due
to phosphorous loading which results in algae blooms and taste and odour
problems for drinking water. Local swimming beach closures are also common
due to elevated E.coli counts. Some improvements have resulted due to the
upgrades of the sewage treatment plants, the reduction of industrial waste
discharges into the Bay, and landowner stewardship programs of the Bay of
Quinte Remedial Action Plan initiative and partners’ activities. Other changes
that have not been beneficial are the introduction of invasive species, such as the
zebra mussels that changed the physical, chemical, and biological integrity of the
Bay. The main data source used to characterize the surface water quality in the
region was collected through the Provincial Water Quality Monitoring Network
(Map 2.15). Other data sources are listed in the fifth column of Table 2-6.

Municipal drinking water systems with surface water intakes supply safe drinking
water. Occasionally, some parameters have exceeded the Ontario Drinking
Water Standards in the raw-untreated water, reflecting the water quality of the
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source water. The evaluation to the water quality Issues Approach for all
municipal drinking water system intakes are discussed in Chapter 6. Recent
concerns for drinking water sources and recreational use of water are algal toxins
brought on by the die off of cyanobacteria (also called blue-green algae); and
pharmaceuticals and personal care products with man-made chemicals and
endocrine disruptors. These concerns are discussed from the drinking water
perspective under Chapter 8.

Table 2-6: Surface Water Quality Problems in the Quinte Source Protection Region

Water .
Quality Implications Known Sou_rces el Geographic Extent BIERET QUEI (PEfe)
Contamination Source
Concern
Arsenic e Acutely or ¢ Arsenic is naturally ¢ High concentrations ¢ Provincial Water
chronically toxic to occurring in the have been found in Quality Monitoring
humans and a Precambrian Shield the Moira River Network
threat to aquatic e Former Deloro Mine downstream from the | e Drinking Water
biota site (closed in 1961). Village of Deloro, in Surveillance Program
¢ Arsenic has settled Contaminated Moira Lake and Bay | e« Bay of Quinte
out along the Moira substrate in the of Quinte. Remedial Action Plan
River downstream Moira River and Concentration of
from Deloro, outflow into the Bay arsenic diminishes
therefore could be of Quinte with distance from
released back into | e Clean up of Deloro and has
the water when contaminants by the improved over time
sediment is Ontario Ministry of
disturbed the Environment
since 1979 has
improved conditions
in the Moira River
system
Phosphorous | e May lead to ¢ Runoff of fertilizers, Many streams ¢ Provincial Water

increased growth
of aquatic plants
and algal blooms
resulting in
eutrophic
conditions

sewage plant
effluent, and waste
water from industrial,
agricultural, and
domestic sources
including septic
systems located
throughout the
Quinte Region

monitored in Quinte
Region exceeded the
provincial objective.
3 of 22 Lake Partner
Program inland lakes
are considered
eutrophic

Bay of Quinte was
hyper-eutrophic in
the 1950s and
concentrations have
improved

Quality Monitoring

Network

Lake Partner

Program,

e Drinking Water
Surveillance Program

e Great Lakes Index

Station Network

Municipal / Industrial

Strategy for

Abatement

¢ Bay of Quinte
Remedial Action Plan

e Quinte
Conservation’s
Ontario Benthos
Biomonitoring

Network program
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Watgr L Known Sources of . Water Quality Data
Quality Implications S Geographic Extent
Contamination Source
Concern
Organic e High levels may ¢ Organic Nitrogen is e Many streams ¢ Provincial Water
Nitrogen lead to eutrophic found naturally in monitored in Quinte Quality Monitoring
conditions and detritus at bottom of Region had high Network
increased growth lakes and rivers concentrations ¢ Drinking Water
of aguatic plants e Organic Nitrogen is compared to typical Surveillance Program
and algal blooms from runoff of Canadian waters e Great Lakes Index
sewage, septic ¢ Belleville, Deseronto, Station Network
systems, and and Picton drinking e Municipal / Industrial
farmyards found in water intakes have Strategy for
agricultural and rural levels in raw water Abatement
areas; stormwater higher than typical « Quinte Conservation
systems and sewage levels Ontario Benthos
treatment Biomonitoring
e Ammonia in urea Network program
from barn yard runoff
e Airport runoff with
de-icing agent
Taste and e Measured as e Detritus formed from | ¢ Bay of Quinte waters |e Drinking Water
Odour Geosmin high nutrient levels e High in raw water at Surveillance Program
e Leads to aesthetic | e Nutrient enrichment Belleville, Deseronto, | e Bay of Quinte
problems of is often caused by and Picton drinking Remedial Action Plan
drinking water runoff from sewage, water systems
e Associated with septic systems, and
high amounts of farm yards found in
organic materials, agricultural and rural
aquatic plant and areas; stormwater
algae growth systems and sewage
treatment plants in
urban areas of the
Quinte Region
Clarity of e Murky conditions ¢ Runoff of eroded ¢ Riparian buffer strips [e Provincial Water
water impede light and soils and fine less than 30 m wide Quality Monitoring
gas diffusion into sediments during are found throughout Network
water rain events the Quinte Region e Drinking Water

e Measured as
turbidity (ultrafine
dispersions in
water)

e Measured as clarity
in lakes

¢ Dissolved or
suspended
materials that
contain algae may
be hazardous if
algae toxins are
present

¢ Municipal/industrial
effluent runoff and
spills, nutrient runoff,
and aerosol fallout

e Water bodies that do
not have adequate
vegetated riparian
buffers

e Most monitored
streams in Quinte
Region exceeded the
provincial standard
for turbidity.

e Some monitored
streams exceeded
the provincial
standard for total
residue

e 3 of 22 Lake Partner
Program lakes had
poor clarity

Surveillance Program
Great Lakes Index
Station Network
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Water .
. L Known Sources of . Water Quality Data
Quality Implications S Geographic Extent
Contamination Source
Concern
E.coli e Hazardous to e Runoff of animal e Many monitored e Provincial Water

humans and
animals

¢ Indicators of fecal
contamination
including bacteria
and viruses

e Beaches closed for
swimming

farm yards and crop
land spread by
agricultural source
material

e Stormwater systems,
septic systems

¢ Bird, wildlife and pet
droppings at
beaches and parks,
etc.

streams in the Quinte
Region had E.coli
counts exceeding the
Provincial Water
Quality Objective

¢ Bay of Quinte has
elevated E.coli
counts at inflows and
swimming beaches

Quality Monitoring
Network

e Drinking Water
Information System

e Bay of Quinte
Remedial Action Plan

¢ Local Health Units

Source: Watershed Characterization (Appendix B1)

2.3.2 Groundwater Quality

Groundwater quality in the Quinte Region is generally considered good with most
wells intercepting water of fresh quality suitable for domestic and agricultural use.
However there are a number of natural groundwater quality concerns that include
chloride, sodium, methane gas, hydrogen sulphide, hardness, uranium, fluoride
and sulphate (Table 2-7). These natural water quality problems are quite often
associated with the limestone aquifers and wells that are drilled to depths in
excess of 30 metres. Fewer water quality problems are reported for wells drilled
in the Precambrian bedrock. Some other groundwater quality concerns have
developed as a result of human activity relating to E.coli, total coliform, sodium,
chloride, nitrates, and hydrocarbons (Table 2-8). A good source of data used to
characterize the groundwater quality in the region was from the Provincial
Groundwater Monitoring Network (Map 2.16). Other sources of information on
groundwater quality include municipal and regional hydrogeologic reports and the
Ontario Water Well Records. More detail on groundwater quality is available in
the Watershed Characterization Report (Appendix B1). Water quality issues
identified at the municipal well supplies are discussed in Chapter 5 of this report.
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Table 2-7: Natural Groundwater Quality Problems in the Quinte Source Protection Region

Parameter Aquifer Source Implications Location
Chloride Limestone Leaching from rocks Salty taste to water Deep aquifers in
Corrosive to plumbing southern Quinte
Region
Sodium Limestone Leaching from rocks Important to people on Deep aquifers in
sodium restricted diets southern Quinte
Region
Methane gas Limestone Decay of organic Potential explosion Southern Quinte
matter hazard Region
Hydrogen Limestone and | Decay of organic At low levels unpleasant | Deep aquifers in
Sulphide Overburden matter odour in water southern Quinte
chemical reaction Region
Hardness All Leaching of calcium & | Aesthetic Throughout the
magnesium from rock. | difficult to lather soap Region
Residue on pipes and
fixtures
Uranium Precambrian Leaching from rocks Health hazard - Toxic Canadian Shield
Bedrock Village of Tweed
Fluoride Precambrian Leaching from rocks High concentrations can | Canadian Shield
Bedrock be toxic Village of Tweed
Sulphate Limestone Leaching from rocks Objectionable taste Deep aquifers in

Potential laxative

southern Quinte
Region

Source: Watershed Characterization (Appendix B1)

Table 2-8: Human Sources of Groundwater Contamination in the Quinte Source Protection

Region

Parameter

Source

Implications

Potential Areas of Concern

E.coli and total

coliform

Septic Systems
Livestock waste

Health related — water
borne diseases

Throughout the Quinte Region

Nitrates and
Nitrites

Septic Systems
Fertilizers
Livestock Waste

Health related — especially
toxic to infants and
pregnant women

Throughout the Quinte Region

Sodium & Chloride

Septic Systems
Road Salt

Health related for people
on sodium restricted diets

Corrosive to plumbing

Salty taste

Along major highways,
intersections, and municipal
salt storage facilities

Hydrocarbons

Fuel Storage Tanks

Health related

Former and active gas stations
and tank farms

Source: Watershed Characterization (Appendix B1)
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2.3.3 Water Quantity

Water in the Quinte Region is used as a source of drinking water and also for
irrigation, agricultural livestock watering, industry, manufacturing and recreation.
This water comes from both ground and surface water sources. Water use and
water demand in the region is typically focused around developed areas and
hamlets. Water use greater than 50,000 litres per day falls under the Permit to
Take Water Process. Details on water use by permit holders may be found in
Chapter 3 of this document and Chapter 4 of the Watershed Characterization
(Appendix B1). The average monthly and annual water demand for the
municipal drinking water systems are listed in Table 2-9.

Table 2-9: Summary of Water Demand at Municipal Drinking Water Systems

Average

System Water Source | Monthly Annual

(m*) (m®)
Tweed Groundwater 17370 211335
Madoc Groundwater 17460 212430
Deloro Groundwater 2040 24820
Peats Point Groundwater 404 5086
Picton Surface Water 109288 1312430
Wellington Surface Water 25931 311345
Ameliasburgh | Surface Water 2018 24217
Napanee** Surface Water 176353 2102378
Deseronto Surface Water 30672 368124
Belleville Surface Water 752347 8840081
Point Anne Combined 481 5619

*cubic metres
**This use is based on taking from the Lake Ontario intake.

In the Quinte Region today 52 percent of the population obtains their drinking
water from municipal sources (49 percent from surface water and 3 percent from
municipal wells). Private water systems are the source of water for the remaining
48 percent of residents. These systems include private water wells and intakes.
The location of water wells (of which there are 22,000 in the Quinte Region) are
illustrated by Map 3-5. A summary of the population distribution in the Quinte
Region with water use by municipality is provided by Table 2-10.

The Conceptual Water Budget, 2009 identified that about two thirds of the water
coming into the collective watersheds of the Quinte Region is lost through
evaporation and transpiration. On average the equivalent of about 1 metre of
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precipitation falls in the area but only one third of that is available to recharge
aquifers, replenish lakes and rivers and supply water for the range of uses
throughout the region.

Stress on water quantity, particularly from groundwater sources tends to be
seasonal. In the usually dry months of summer and early fall the aquifers may
become stressed but typically rebound almost immediately, once precipitation
increases or snow melt occurs. There are some locations on the Limestone
Terrane and Prince Edward peninsula where an inadequate water supply in
private wells has been reported. One of the municipal wells on the Precambrian
Shield at Madoc has run dry in the past. See Chapter 5.

Five of the region’s seven intakes draw their water from the Bay of Quinte or
Lake Ontario (see Table 2-2). These two bodies of water are interconnected and
represent an enormous volume of water. Lake Ontario and the Bay of Quinte
water levels have been regulated since 1960, primarily through the Moses-
Saunders power dam near Cornwall, Ontario and Massena, New York. It is not
anticipated that water quantity will be an issue for this source; however climate
change could have a long term effect. Climate Change is discussed in Chapter 7.

More information and details on water quantity in the Quinte Region may be
found in Chapters 3 and 5 and in the Watershed Characterization Report
(Appendix B1) and the Conceptual Water Budget (Appendix C1).

Table 2-10: Municipal Population Distribution on Ground and Surface Water Supplies

: % Population Supplied by
Lower or Population Served Groundwater
Single Tier Total o :
Municipality | Population [ Municipal Municipal | Private Municipal | Private
* Surface Wells/ | Total
Groundwater Wells wells
Water Intakes
Municipality 5612 1539 0 4073 | 100 27.4 72.6
of Tweed
City of 45986 0 38306 7680 | 16.7 0 16.7
Belleville
Township of
. 3769 0 0 3769 100 0 100
Tyendinaga
Town of 1796 0 1796 0 0 0 0
Deseronto
Township of
: 7337 0 0 7337 100 0 100
Stone Mills
Township of 2044 0 0 2044 | 100 0 100
Madoc
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p X X
Lower or Population Served & POpéI?;Lonnd\?vgf:r“ed by
Single Tier Total — :
Municipality | Population [ Municipal MUIERE || S Municipal | Private
* Groundwater | Surface [ Wells/ | Total | = wells
Water Intakes
Township of
South 3447 0 0 3447 100 0 100
Frontenac
Municipality
of Centre 3127 1730 0 1397 100 55.3 447
Hastings
Township of
Addington 1056 0 0 1056 100 0 100
Highlands
Town of
Greater 11667 0 7760 3907 335 0 335
Napanee
Township of
North 18 0 0 18 100 0 100
Frontenac
Township of
Central 2096 0 0 2096 100 0 100
Frontenac
Municipality
of Marmora 527 50 0 477 100 9.5 90.5
& Lake
City of
Quinte West 3528 0 0 3528 100 0 100
Township of
Stirling 465 0 0 465 100 0 100
Rawdon
Township of
Tudor & 319 0 0 319 100 0 100
Cashel
Loyalist 238 0 0 238 | 100 0 100
Township
County of
Prince 24901 50 9901 14950 | 60.2 0.2 60
Edward
Totals 117933 3369 57763 56801 51 2.9 48.2
Source: Statistics Canada and Municipal Affairs and Housing (2006)
* Upper Tier municipalities are not listed to eliminate double counting population
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2.4 Overview of Human Geography: Including Interactions Between
Physical and Human Geography

The physical geography of the Quinte Region has had a strong influence on
human activity and water usage.

The Quinte Region’s location, bordering Lake Ontario and its close proximity to
larger population centres in Canada and the United States has influenced its
development. Itis a popular travel and cottage destination due to its location on
the water, many lakes and natural splendor. Industry on Lake Ontario benefits
from the Great Lake location that allows shipping to international destinations.
The region is on established transportation corridors, and near major population
and commercial centres in eastern Canada and the northeastern United States.
This continues to positively influence development and the local economy.

Additional information on Human Geography in the Quinte Region including
details on human economic activities like mining and aggregate extraction,
forestry, and transportation is available in the Watershed Characterization Report
(Appendix B1).

2.4.1 Settlement Areas

Settlement and development in the region evolved around the land and water
resources and this legacy continues to be reflected on the landscape in the
Quinte Region today.

First Nations people were in the area when the Europeans arrived in the 1600s.
Following exploration, settlements sprang up along rivers and shorelines. The
local waterways provided power for mills and transportation for the inhabitants,
their goods and products. Valuable timber, fertile arable soil on the limestone
plains, and later, minerals on the Canadian Shield all played a part in the
evolution of the human geography in Quinte Region. Exploration, settlement and
development have led to a subsequent population increase that has placed
demands on local water resources and established the need to protect water for
the future.

Reflecting the area’s settlement history, urban centres in the region are situated
on or at the confluence of local waterways (Map 2.17). Most population centres
are in the southern part of the region on the shores of the Bay of Quinte or Lake
Ontario. The largest urban centre, Belleville, is at the mouth of the Moira River
on the Bay of Quinte. Like the City of Belleville, the Towns of Napanee,
Deseronto, and Picton and the Village of Wellington are also located on the
water. Even the smaller villages on the edge of the Canadian Shield, like Tweed
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and Madoc, have a connection to water resources as early sites of grist and saw
mills. These villages, with active ties to forestry and mining, now also serve as
recreational hubs for tourism and cottagers.

There are also numerous small villages and hamlets in the region. Many of
these like Milford, Colebrook, Yarker, Forest Mills, Flinton and Queensboro
became established surrounding some of the region’s first mills. Still other
settlements sprang up at crossroads, for example; Huffs Corners, Sharps
Corners.

Rural settlement clusters have developed throughout the region. Today, there
may be both water quantity and quality concerns that have developed in these
clusters. Often rural clusters are linear in nature, having sprung up along popular
waterfront or on roads leading into villages and towns. Many of these clusters
developed before adequate municipal planning controls were in place. Some
clusters are around lakes where seasonal homes have since been converted to
permanent residences. These conversions place more demand on water
sources and increase concern about potential contamination from inadequately
designed or maintained septic systems. In some of these areas existing lot sizes
are now considered inadequate to handle both a private well and septic system
without creating concerns for contamination of water sources.

For some existing rural settlement areas, the solution has been to provide
municipal water. The Village of Rossmore and Hamlet of Fenwood Gardens in
Prince Edward County are examples. Municipal water was piped under the Bay
of Quinte from the City of Belleville in 1991 to supply Rossmore and was
extended later to Fenwood Gardens. Water for the residents of the Hamlet of
Carrying Place, also in Prince Edward County, was provided in the mid 1990s by
the City of Quinte West. That source is in the Trent Conservation Coalition
Source Protection Region.

Some municipalities in the Quinte Region now require a minimum lot size of one
hectare (two acres) to protect local water resources and to reduce the likelihood
of the need for the future provision of municipal water.

2.4.2 Municipal Boundaries

Within the Quinte Source Protection Region there are three upper tier, three
single tier and 15 lower tier municipalities. The municipalities are shown on Map
2.18. These municipalities are represented by five members on the Quinte
Region Source Protection Committee.

Upper Tier municipalities are the County of Hastings, County of Frontenac, and
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County of Lennox and Addington. Single Tier municipalities are Corporation of
the County of Prince Edward, Corporation of the City of Belleville, and City of
Quinte West. Lower Tier municipalities are: Township of Stirling/Rawdon,
Corporation of the Municipality of Centre Hastings, Corporation of the Township
of Madoc, Municipality of Marmora and Lake, Municipality of Tweed, Townships
of Tudor and Cashel, Town of Deseronto, Township of Tyendinaga, Corporation
of the Township of Addington Highlands, Township of Stone Mills, Town of
Greater Napanee, Corporation of Loyalist Township, Township of North
Frontenac, Township of Central Frontenac, and Township of South Frontenac.

2.4.3 Federal Lands and Protected Lands

Data for the Federal Lands in the Quinte Region was incomplete and is an
identified data gap. Map 2.19 does not show all federal lands. The crown land
data layer used to create the map was limited and incomplete. The data
showed no distinction between provincial crown land and federal crown land.
While the data did show the Mohawk Territory as federal land, there were large
areas of known crown land in the north and other areas in Prince Edward County
that were not shown. This data gap is discussed in Chapter 8.

In order to provide some representation of Federal Lands in the region
information from the Protected Lands Map in the Watershed Characterization,
2006 was used. Protected Lands are areas considered valuable habitat, for
example Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest or Provincially Significant
Wetlands (see Section 2.2.4 Natural Vegetative Cover). Some Protected Lands,
as described in the Watershed Characterization, 2006, are those that have been
put aside for environmental or aboriginal use. Most of the Protected Lands in the
Quinte Source Protection Region are lands administered by the Ministry of
Natural Resources. However, some Protected Lands fall under the control of the
federal government, including aboriginal territory, harbours and canal systems.

Two provincial parks, Sandbanks and North Beach, located on the Lake Ontario
shoreline in Prince Edward County are shown on Map 2.19 as Protected Lands.
In addition to provincial crown land and federal land Map 2.19 also shows Quinte
Conservation’s substantial land holdings of over 12,000 hectares, some of which
are developed as conservation areas.

2.4.4 Population

There are 117,933 (Statistics Canada 2006) people living in the Quinte Region
with an almost equal distribution between urban (49 percent) and rural (51
percent) dwellers. The distribution and density of the population is shown on
Map 2.18.
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The City of Belleville, Towns of Napanee and Picton as well as the Villages of
Wellington, Madoc and Tweed and the Town of Deseronto have population
densities ranging from 41 to 1250 people per square kilometre as shown in Map
2.18. This map shows the highest densities are in those municipalities located
south of the Canadian Shield in the Limestone Terrane and Prince Edward
peninsula. Northern and some eastern municipalities in the Quinte region are
less densely populated, having less than 10 people per square kilometre. Rural
municipalities in the northern headwater areas are largely forested (Map 2.11)
including substantial tracts of crown land. In the rural areas of the southern
municipalities the population density is typically in the range of 11 to 40 people
per square kilometre. The Township of Tyendinaga and Township of Stone Mills
are the only southern municipalities with population densities of less than 10
people per square kilometre.

First Nations Population

Map 2.18 shows that the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory, population 2,037 as of
December 2004, has a density that ranges from 21 to 40 people per square
kilometre (Kring 2005). The Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte came to the area in
May 1784 when Captain John Deserontyon, a Mohawk serving in the British
army, brought 20 families and landed on the shores of the Bay of Quinte. Today,
the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory, bordering the Bay of Quinte, east of the City
of Belleville, is the only First Nation territory in the region (Map 2.19).

2.4.5 Managed Lands

Managed Lands, for the purpose of this report, means lands to which agricultural
source material, commercial fertilizer or non-agricultural source material is
applied. Managed lands are discussed in more detail in Chapter 4.

Agriculture is a large industry in the Quinte region and the major land use in the
southern half of the area. Map 2.20 depicts the distribution of agricultural land.
Agriculture in the region includes orchards, corn, beef and dairy and is located
predominately on the Limestone Terrane south of the Canadian Shield, where
physical conditions such as soil type and depth are more conducive to farming
than on the Canadian Shield. On the Prince Edward Peninsula, in addition to
traditional agriculture, there is a burgeoning viticulture and wine industry thanks
to the well-drained rocky soils and the moderating influence of Lake Ontario on
the local climate. Overall, agriculture is changing in the Quinte region to
increased intensity over smaller areas. The Watershed Characterization Report
(Appendix B1) identified that waste and water management plans will need to
have regard for this shift; and that agriculture is an important factor to be
considered when planning for ground and surface water resources.
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There are approximately one dozen golf courses in the Quinte region that may
apply agricultural source material, commercial fertilizer or non-agricultural source
material. Most of these recreational sites are located in the southern portion of
the region, on the limestone plain, close to population centres.

2.4.6 Livestock Production

The density of livestock raised in the region, including beef and dairy cows,
chickens, pigs, sheep and lambs is shown in Map 2.21 where density is
expressed as nutrient units per acre. See the definition of a Nutrient Unit in
Table 2-11 below. Livestock density is used as a way to measure the potential
for generating, storing and land applying agricultural source material as a source
of nutrients within a defined area. See Chapter 4 or Table 2-11 below for more
details.

Table 2-11: Percent Managed Lands and Livestock Density

Managed Livestock Density
Census Subdivision Lands (Nutrient

(Percent) Units*/acre)
South Frontenac 29 2.8
Central Frontenac 15 1.6
Loyalist 21 9.7
Greater Napanee 56 2.3
Stone Mills 39 2.7
Addington Highlands 2 1.6
Tyendinaga 44 2.8
Belleville 37 2.4
Quinte West 41 2.4
Stirling-Rawdon 62 2.3
Centre Hastings 42 2.8
Tweed 19 3.2
Madoc 37 29
Marmora and Lake 8 3.0
Prince Edward 25 2.7

*A Nutrient Unit is the number of animals housed, or pastured, at one time on a Farm Unit, that generate enough manure
to fertilize the same area of crop landbase under the most limiting of either nitrogen or phosphorous as determined by the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs Nutrient Management (NMAN) Software. OR in the case where no
animals are housed: the Weight or volume of manure or other biosolids used annually on a Farm Unit, that fertilizes the
same area of crop landbase under the most limiting of either nitrogen or phosphorous as determined by Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs Nutrient Management (NMAN) software. One dairy cow is equivalent to one nutrient
unit.
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2.4.7 Impervious Surfaces

As a result of development in urban areas, large areas of land surface become
impervious to water. Impervious surfaces of buildings, roads, roofs and parking
lots reduce the infiltration of water and increase runoff with the resulting concerns
for both water quantity and quality. Paved areas are subject to salt applications
and snow removal that may impact water quality. See Map 2.22. Impervious
area percentages have been calculated and mapped for each vulnerable area
within the Quinte Region watershed and none are near the significant impervious
percentage threshold; that is, none are greater than 80 percent impervious. More
details are available in Section 4.7.6.

2.5 The Quinte Source Protection Region and the Great Lakes

The watersheds of the Quinte Source Protection Region including the Moira,
Salmon and Napanee Rivers, and smaller streams on the Prince Edward
Peninsula drain into Lake Ontario via the Bay of Quinte, and some on the
Peninsula drain directly into Lake Ontario. This section addresses the
requirements of the Clean Water Act, 2006 that are applicable to the source
protection regions that drain into the Great Lakes.

2.5.1 Consideration of the Great Lakes Agreements

The Clean Water Act, 2006 requires that the Terms of Reference for the
Preparation of an Assessment Report and Source Protection Plan for Source
Protection Areas that contain water that flows into the Great Lakes or the St.
Lawrence River, must consider the Great Lakes Agreements. These include the
following plus any other agreement to which the Government of Ontario or the
Government of Canada is a party that relates to the Great Lakes Basin and that
is prescribed by the regulations (there are currently no other documents
prescribed by the regulations).

Water Quality and Quantity Agreements:

e Canada-US Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement (GLWQA), 1978 —
outlines Areas of Concern and goals between the two countries.
Amendments are currently being negotiated.

e Canada-Ontario Agreement (COA) Respecting the Great Lakes Basin
Ecosystem, 2007 — helps the Government of Canada deliver on its
commitments under the GLWQA building on actions through the previous
agreements. It is an overarching framework agreement that sets out the
vision, goals, principles and administration of the COA, and four Annexes
that outline the goals, results and commitments of the signatories.
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Annex 1: Areas of Concern Annex focuses on efforts to complete
the actions necessary to restore the degraded ecosystems in four
Areas of Concern (AOCs) and to make significant progress towards
recovery in the remaining 11 Areas of Concern. The Bay of Quinte
is one of 43 Areas of Concern and is an area in recovery. The
Lakewide Management Plans (LaMPs) focus on the ecosystem
health of an individual Great Lake as a whole. Remedial Action
Plans focus on Areas of Concern.

Annex 2: Harmful Pollutants Annex focuses on virtually
eliminating persistent toxic substances, reducing other pollutants
that have significant environmental impacts, with an enhanced
focus on human health, and improving our knowledge and ability to
manage harmful pollutants.

Annex 3: Lake and Basin Sustainability Annex focuses on
protection, restoration and sustainability of aquatic ecosystem and
water resources and encourages the integration of these practices
into every day activities. It includes commitments to promote
sustainable lifestyles and uses, reduce pollutants, restore and
protect fish and wildlife species and habitat, address issues of
aquatic invasive species, understand climate change and protect
the Great Lakes as sources of drinking water.

Annex 4: Coordination of Monitoring, Research and
Information Annex coordinates scientific monitoring, research and
information sharing to track environmental change and progress in
order to make informed management decisions regarding policies
and programs.

e Great Lakes-St Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water Resources
Agreement, 2005 — a good faith agreement between the Great Lakes
provinces and states that agreed on seven rules. Addresses concerns on
exporting large quantities of water (withdrawals and consumption uses)

Great Lakes Charter, 1985 — 10 principles

Great Lakes Charter Annex Supplementary Agreement, 2001 —
directives that further the principles of the charter

Further, the Technical Rules required that a written description of how these
agreements were considered in the work undertaken must be included in the
Assessment Report.
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During the development of the work plan and preparation of the draft
Assessment Report, organizations involved in the delivery of programs
associated with these agreements were consulted through the following
representatives:

e Canada-Ontario Agreement/Great Lakes Divisional Project Manager, Lake
Ontario Lakewide Management Plan

¢ Implementation Manager, Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan

o Lakewide Management Plans Coordinator, Environment Canada

¢ Remedial Action Plan Liaison, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
e Remedial Action Plan Program Officer, Environment Canada

Data made available through broader Great Lakes monitoring programs (e.g. the
Drinking Water Surveillance Program of the Ontario Ministry of Environment)
were also used in the development of this Assessment Report.

Although the prescribed documents share common goals with the source
protection process, the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement is the only
prescribed document that has specific links to the preparation of this Assessment
Report. The following sections describe the prescribed documents and indicate
how they were considered during the preparation of this Assessment Report.

2.5.1.1 Canada-US Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement

The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, first signed in 1972 and renewed in
1978, is an agreement between the governments of Canada and the United
States of America that expresses their commitment to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem.
It also reaffirms the rights and obligations of these two countries under the
Boundary Waters Treaty. The Agreement outlines provisions for the
development of cooperative programs and research and includes a number of
objectives and guidelines to achieve its goals (Environment Canada 2004a). In
1987, the governments signed Annex 2 adding provisions to incorporate the
development and implementation of Remedial Action Plans for Areas of Concern
and Lakewide Management Plans to control critical pollutants (International Joint
Commission 2009). The governments of Canada and the U.S. are currently in
the process of negotiating amendments to this Agreement.

2.5.1.2 Canada-Ontario Agreement Respecting the Great Lakes Ecosystem

The Canada-Ontario Agreement Respecting the Great Lakes Ecosystem is an
agreement between the governments of Canada and the Province of Ontario that
supports the restoration and protection of the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem. It
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outlines how the two governments will cooperate and coordinate their efforts to
restore, protect, and conserve the Great Lakes basin ecosystem, and it
contributes to meeting Canada’s obligations under the Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement (Environment Canada 2004b). The current Canada Ontario
Agreement, signed in 2007, was set to expire on March 31, 2010. As an interim
measure while the Canada-US Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement
amendments are being negotiated, Ontario and Canada are proposing a one
year extension of the term of the current Canada Ontario Agreement to a new
end date of March 31, 2011. Technical information applicable to the preparation
of this Assessment Report was gathered through the Bay of Quinte Remedial
Action Plan and Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan as outlined below.

Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan:

A provision of the Agreement that is specifically relevant to the Quinte Source
Protection Region is the development and implementation of Remedial Action
Plans. These are management plans that are designed to address
environmental issues in areas around the Great Lakes that fail to meet the
objectives set out in the Agreement (where such failure has caused or is likely to
cause impairment of the beneficial use of these areas or its ability to support
aquatic life). These problem areas are established by the Agreement as Areas of
Concern. The entire Moira River, Salmon River, and Napanee River watersheds
and the northern portion of the Prince Edward Peninsula that drains into the Bay
of Quinte are located within the Bay of Quinte Area of Concern.

The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan was initiated to mitigate pollution
problems in the Bay of Quinte Area of Concern. These problems included a loss
of diversity of plant and animal life and their habitats (especially wetlands),
human health risks, and a “mix of toxic contaminants, bacterial and nutrient
overloads that led to great imbalances in the aquatic ecosystem” (Bay of Quinte
Remedial Action Plan 2009a). In 1986, a federal, provincial, and local cleanup
partnership was created to draft the Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan.

The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan endeavors to address specific Impaired
Beneficial Uses, which represents degraded ecological functions and features of
the Bay that include: restrictions on drinking water consumption, fish
consumption, and dredging activities (due to contaminated sediment); drinking
water taste and odour problems; loss of fish and wildlife habitat; degraded
aesthetics, benthos, plankton, and fish and wildlife populations; eutrophication or
undesirable algae; and beach closures (International Joint Commission, 2006).
The restoration effort follows a multi-year work plan that identifies cleanup
actions intended to correct these Impaired Beneficial Uses and ultimately result
in the delisting of the Bay of Quinte as an Area of Concern.
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The cleanup actions in the latest work plan include: protection of significant
natural areas in partnership with municipalities and landowners; protection of fish
habitats through the development of a Bay of Quinte fish habitat management
plan; monitoring of wildlife to track trends in environmental conditions through a
volunteer community wildlife watchers program; reduction of urban pollution to
the Bay through the implementation of municipal pollution prevention and control
planning studies; and a review of the progress made to date on lowering toxic
inputs to the Bay (Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan 2009b). Some of these
cleanup actions will serve to improve the quality of source water for the municipal
drinking water intakes (Gerry O’Connor in Belleville, Point Anne Hamlet,
Deseronto, and Picton intakes), which are located in the Bay of Quinte.

The Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan was an important consideration in the
development of this Assessment Report. The document was considered in the
following ways:

1. During the preparation of technical studies that are components of this
Assessment Report, data and reports made available through the Bay of
Quinte Remedial Action Plan were reviewed, including:

a) An inventory of potential sources of contamination in the Bay of
Quinte (Lower Trent Conservation 2004)

b) Water quality reports on algal toxins and taste and odour
compounds (e.g. Project Quinte Annual Report (Watson et. al.
2009))

c) Modelling Phosphorous Management in the Bay of Quinte, Lake
Ontario in the Past, 1972 to 2001, and in the Future (Minns and
Moore 2004)

2. Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan staff was consulted regarding the
shared concern of drinking water taste and odour, which is both an
impaired beneficial use in the Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan and a
potential drinking water issue.

3. Cyanobacterial toxins (harmful algal blooms) also known as blue-greens
are identified as an emerging issue in the Project Quinte Annual Report
2007 (Bay of Quinte Restoration Council 2009). Microcystin is a
cyanobacterial toxin which is one of the parameters that can be
considered for identification of drinking water issues under the Clean
Water Act, 2006.

4. Source protection staff has attended meetings and made presentations to
the various Bay of Quinte Remedial Action Plan meetings to provide
updates and solicit input in preparing the Terms of Reference and
Assessment Report.
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Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plans:

Another provision of the Agreement that is relevant to the Quinte Source
Protection Region is the development and implementation of the Lake Ontario
Lakewide Management Plan. The Lakewide Management Plan for each Great
Lake is a cooperative effort between Canada and the United States of America to
restore and protect the health of Lake Ontario by reducing chemical pollutants
entering the lake and addressing the biological and physical factors impacting the
lake (Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan Status 2008).

Building on the Lake Ontario Toxics Management Plan (1989, 1991, 1993), the
Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan focuses on:

e Restoring lakewide beneficial use impairments, as defined in the Great
Lakes Water Quality Agreement;

¢ Virtually eliminating critical pollutants that, due to their toxicity, persistence
in the environment and their ability to accumulate in organisms, are likely to
contribute to these impairments despite past application of regulatory
controls; and

e Improving physical and biological integrity of the waters of Lake Ontario and
water dependent resources that have been impaired by human activities.
(Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan Status 2008).

Lakewide Management Plans for each of the Great Lakes are updated at least
once every two years (Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan Status 2008).
The Lake Ontario Lakewide Management Plan report contains new and updated
information on the state of Lake Ontario, Lake Ontario Lakewide Management
Plan indicators, habitat, and public involvement and communication. The report
is a comprehensive compilation of existing reports and provides an update on
work plan actions and progress and next steps. The report covers a great
geographic extent of the Lake Ontario basin and the scale was not always
applicable to the development of the Assessment Report. The monitoring
program required that the Great Lakes Index Station Network collects surface
water chemistry data which was reviewed for Belleville Drinking Water System
issues evaluation in Chapter 6. The Municipal/Industrial Strategy for Abatement
(MISA) compliance reports that address the quality of treated wastewater were
reviewed for potential sources. Some studies were produced by Quinte
Conservation such as the Pollution Prevention and Control initiatives for local
Sewage Treatment Plants which analyzed data collected at stormwater outfalls.
The water chemistry data at outfalls in Picton Bay for the Pollution Prevention
and Control study of the Picton Sewage Treatment Plant was used in the Picton
Drinking Water System issues evaluation in Chapter 6.
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2.5.1.3 Great Lakes-St Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water Resources
Agreement and the Great Lakes Charter

The Great Lakes Charter is a series of agreements between the Provinces of
Ontario, Quebec, and the eight Great Lakes States that set out broad principles
for the joint management of the Great Lakes (Environment Canada 2005). The
original Charter was developed in 1985 in response to the growing use of water
and proposals to divert large quantities of water out of the Great Lakes Basin
(Ministry of Natural Resources 2005). The purposes of the Charter are “to
conserve the levels and flows of the Great Lakes and their tributary and
connecting waters; to protect and conserve the environmental balance of the
Great Lakes Basin ecosystem; to provide for cooperative programs and
management of the water resources of the Great Lakes Basin by the signatory
States and Provinces; to make secure and protect present developments within
the region; and to provide a secure foundation for future investment and
development within the region” (Council of Great Lakes Governors 1985).

The Great Lakes Charter was supplemented in 2001 by the Great Lakes Charter
Annex, which reaffirmed the principles of the Charter and committed the
Governors and Premiers of the Great Lakes States and Provinces to “developing
an enhanced water management system that...protects, conserves, restores,
and improves the Waters and Water-Dependent Natural Resources of the Great
Lakes Basin” (Council of Great Lakes Governors 2001). The Great Lakes
Charter Annex implementing agreements including the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water Resources Agreement, attempt to
provide this water management system (Environment Canada 2005). The Great
Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water Resources Agreement
provides a framework for each province and state to pass laws putting in place
new safeguards for the waters of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin.
Although this Agreement and Charter is geared towards the protection of water
guantity, it does not contain any specific technical information that was applicable
to the preparation of this Assessment Report.

2.5.2 Great Lakes Targets

The Clean Water Act allows for the Minister of the Environment to establish
targets relating to the use of the Great Lakes as a source of drinking water for
any of the Source Protection Areas that contribute water to the Great Lakes. If
targets are set, policies and steps would need to be established to achieve these
targets. No targets have been set at this time.
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2.5.3 Lake Ontario Working Group

The Source Protection Regions and Areas draining into Lake Ontario (Niagara,
Halton-Hamilton, CTC (Credit Valley, Toronto and Region, and Central Lake
Ontario), Trent Conservation Coalition, Quinte, and Cataraqui) have formed a
Lake Ontario Lake-by-Lake Working Group (comprised of Source Protection
Committee Chairs and Project Managers) to discuss and address common
issues, share knowledge and engage in broader discussions on Great Lakes
issues from a drinking water perspective.
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3. Summary of Quinte Region Water Budget

This chapter provides an overview of the results of water budget activities
completed by Quinte Conservation. Detailed information on these activities can
be obtained from the following reports that were produced from this work. These
may be viewed in Appendix C:

e Quinte Conservation Conceptual Water Budget Final Draft, December
8, 2006;

e Quinte Conservation Tier 1 Water Budget Final Draft, April 14, 2009;

e Quinte Conservation Tier 2 Water Budget Village of Madoc Quinte
Source Protection Region Draft Report Feb 2, 2010; and

e Quinte Conservation Report Draft Tier 2 Water Budget — Ameliasburgh
Subcatchment, Quinte Source Protection Region (March, 2010).

The purpose of this chapter is to introduce the water budget, to describe the
water budget process, and to provide the results.

3.1 What is a Water Budget?

A water budget is a scientific method of accounting for the amount of water in a
watershed and how it travels through this area. Water budgets account for water
entering the watershed (such as precipitation), water leaving (rivers flowing out of
the watershed), changes in water storage (changes in lake and groundwater
levels) and how it is used. This understanding is crucial for the management and
protection of existing and future water resources.

The various components of a water budget are best understood through a review
of the hydrologic cycle, Typically, the water cycle, (illustrated by Figure 3-1),
begins with water entering a watershed in the form of precipitation (rain or snow).
Some of this precipitation is returned to the atmosphere by evaporation or
transpiration (water vapour lost to the atmosphere from plants). The combined
loss to the atmosphere is referred to as evapotranspiration. Water that does not
evaporate or transpire remains for either travel overland into rivers, lakes, and
streams, or for seepage into the ground to become part of the groundwater
system. Once in the ground, the water continues to move and may eventually
discharge to surface water bodies, which is important for maintaining water levels
and temperatures in our rivers and streams. When more water comes into the
watershed than leaves, the levels in our lakes, wetlands, and groundwater rise.
This increases the amount of water storage. In the opposite situation when more
water leaves than enters, a deficit exists and the levels in storage decline. In the
Quinte Region this phenomenon occurs over the course of a year with high water
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levels in the spring after snow melt and decreasing levels in the dry summer
months.

Hydrologic Cycle

Condensation

Transpiration

(it o)
I/ / ‘,' ’,‘ Ir’ ',r"," ,," ,"/'

Recharée are

Iiﬂ"iltration

ater table Evaporation

Discharge area
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Figure 3-1: Hydrologic Cycle

To prepare a water budget, data is gathered and analysis is required. Climate
information as well as data on land cover, geology, groundwater and surface
water is used to build a conceptual understanding of where the water is located
and how it moves through the watershed. Depending on the quality of the data, it
may be used in simple calculations or complex models to calculate water budget
parameters (such as evaporation and groundwater recharge).

3.2 The Approach

The water budget process, prescribed by the Province of Ontario, is a stepped or
tiered approach. Starting at a simple scale (time and spatial) the process can
include up to four levels, getting more complex at each level if there is concern
about the availability of water in a given area. These four levels, illustrated by
Figure 3-2, are called: Conceptual, Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 Water Budgets. The
purpose of moving from one step (tier) to another is to provide an increased
understanding of the water budget process and to focus on areas of the
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watershed where water shortages may be occurring. This allows the more
complex work to be completed in areas where deemed necessary.

Individual Drinking
i ~—Water System

Tier 3:
3D GW Flow or Continuous SW Flow Model
(Water Quantity Risk Assessment)

Tier 2:
3D GW Flow or Continuous SW Flow Model

. (Refined: Supply, Demand, Stress Assessment)
Increasing

Certainty
Increasing Model
Complexity .
Tier 1:
Refined Spatial GIS Water Budget or Equivalent

Scale (Supply, Demand, Stress Assessment)

Watershed

Conceptual Water Budget
(Characterization & Visualization)

Figure 3-2: Water Budget Tier Diagram

3.21 Conceptual Water Budget

The Conceptual Water Budget (Appendix C1) builds on the Watershed
Characterization Report (Appendix B1). It describes the hydrologic processes in
the Quinte Source Protection Region and shows annual estimates of water
budget parameters at the regional watershed level. This provides an
understanding of where the water is located, how it moves through the watershed
and how much water is available annually for consumption.

3.2.2 Tier 1 Water Budget

A Tier 1 water budget builds on data and information gathered at the conceptual
water budget stage. The spatial scale increases from the watershed level to
subwatershed areas and the time scale is monthly versus annual. Through this
process the potential for water quantity stress is evaluated by comparing the
amount of water use with the amount of water available in each subwatershed.
Subject to this ratio the level of hydrologic stress is then assigned as Significant,
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Moderate or Low based on predetermined thresholds provided by the Province of
Ontario. Subwatersheds that are assigned a Low stress level do not move
forward in the process. Any subwatershed assigned a Moderate or Significant
level of stress and also containing a municipal drinking water system moves onto
a Tier 2 assessment. In addition, communities with a municipal water supply that
have experienced a history of water shortages proceed to the next level.

3.2.3 Tier 2 Water Budget

A Tier 2 water budget is a more detailed review of the water budget for
subwatersheds that contain municipal drinking water systems (wells or surface
water intakes) and have been identified as having potential hydrologic stress.
This level of analysis entails the use of complex numeric models to allow a better
understanding of the water budget components and confirmation of stress
conditions. At this level of work, consideration is given to potential changes in
climate for drought conditions to evaluate the water budget under the worst case
scenario. The level of potential hydrologic stress is determined by comparing
water use with the volume available after accounting for a reserve quantity. The
level of stress is assigned as either Significant, Moderate or Low in accordance
with predetermined thresholds as provided by the Province. Areas proceeding to
the next level would be those determined as exhibiting a Significant or Moderate
level of stress or communities where there has been a history of water shortages.

3.24 Tier 3 Water Budget

A Tier 3 water budget is referred to as a local area water budget focusing on the
zones contributing water to municipal wells or intakes. This analysis involves a
risk assessment to evaluate the reliability of a drinking water supply under
various scenarios including drought conditions and evaluation of potential for
impact to the water supply from other water takings. This level of work entailed
focusing on the contributing area around a municipal water intake referred to as
either a water quantity Wellhead Protection Area or surface water Intake
Protection Zone.

This analysis reviews how vulnerable the water supply is in these areas and if it
is over used under different land development and water supply scenarios (future
water use). The needs of other water users in the area must be considered.

This assessment determines the level of risk as Low, Moderate or Significant
with areas of Significant risk assigned where the municipal drinking water system
would be unable to meet current or future water needs of the community.

3.25 Quinte Water Budget Activities

In the Quinte Source Protection Region the conceptual and Tier 1 water budgets
were completed for the entire watershed region. From this initial screening, a
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total of eight subwatersheds were assigned a Moderate or Significant level of
stress (six surface water and two groundwater). However, only one of the
subwatersheds (Ameliasburgh) was identified as containing a municipal surface
water intake. In addition one other subwatershed (Tweed) was identified as
requiring further work due to water shortage problems at one of the wells
servicing the Village of Madoc. (The Tweed subwatershed geographic area
includes the Village of Madoc.) Therefore, two subwatersheds, containing
municipal drinking water intakes, were identified as requiring further water budget
work at the Tier 2 level.

The conceptual and Tier 1 water budgets used existing data and a Geographic
Information System water budget model to characterize the hydrologic processes
and complete the analysis. This work was completed in-house primarily by
Quinte Conservation staff with assistance by Waterloo Hydrogeologic Inc. (now
called Schlumberger Water Services) in the development of the Geographical
Information System water budget model.

Tier 2 water budgets were prepared for the two subwatersheds. Both
subwatersheds were assessed a Low level of stress and no further work was
completed.

3.2.6 Peer Review and Provincial Approval

Under provincial direction, the water budget work was peer-reviewed by a team
of independent experts. The peer review team was created in 2005 and shared
by the Quinte Source Protection Region, the Mississippi-Rideau Source
Protection Region, and the Cataraqui Source Protection Area. Members of the
team include professors from the University of Ottawa and Queens University
and consultants.

The Ministry of Natural Resources provided key directions and draft acceptance
of the Conceptual Water Budget and Tier 1 Water Budget and Stress
Assessment studies. The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) will issue a final
approval of these studies as part of the Assessment Report.

3.3 Conceptual Water Budget

A conceptual water budget considers the amount of water in, and its movement
through, the watershed. This includes an overview of natural processes and the
various elements of the hydrologic cycle, illustrated by Figure 3-1. Through this
work an understanding was developed of the physical features of the watershed,
how they affect the water budget, and estimates of the quantity of water entering,
leaving and being used in the region. For the Quinte Source Protection Region
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the conceptual water budget was completed on an annual time scale. The basic
steps of this process included:

Step 1 Water Budget Components/Process

Step 2 Characterize the Physical System

Step 3 Collect and Analyze Data

Step 4 Determine Annual Water Budget for the Watershed

3.3.1 Water Budget Components/Process

Evaluation of the water budget requires an understanding of the flux of the
various water budget elements in and out of the watershed and how the physical
features of the watershed affect them. The main elements that were considered
in developing the conceptual understanding are as follows:

e Climate

e Land Cover

e Topography

e Geology/Physiography
e Groundwater

e Surface Water

e Water Use.

The following water budget equation provides the basic parameters that are
considered:

Precipitation = Runoff + Evapotranspiration + Groundwater Recharge

Where;
Precipitation = Amount of snow and rain received by the watershed,
Evapotranspiration = Amount of precipitation consumed by this process,
Runoff = Amount of precipitation that runs over the ground surface,
Recharge = Amount of precipitation that infiltrates the ground surface for
recharge to the water table.

This equation provides a very simplified approach which does not consider the
storage of water in reservoirs such as lakes and wetlands. In terms of
guantifying these elements, precipitation and surface runoff can be determined
using data from rain gauges and stream flow gauging stations.
Evapotranspiration is calculated using known relationships and climate station
data such as temperature and precipitation. However, groundwater recharge is
the element that has the greatest uncertainty and is the most difficult to quantify.
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Various methods exist for estimating groundwater recharge. One method was
implemented into the water budget process across the Quinte Region to estimate
recharge rates spatially through the use of a Geographic Information System
Water Budget Model.

3.3.2 Methodology

The Geographic Information System water budget model was developed to
evaluate the components of the water budget equation listed above. This model
calculates both recharge and surface runoff from precipitation data after
accounting for evapotranspiration according to the Thornthwaite Method
(Appendix C1). The model uses mapping of temperature, precipitation and soil
water holding capacities to determine the distribution of available water across
the watershed. This available water, referred to as surplus water, was then
divided between either surface water runoff or groundwater recharge by
calculation of a recharge factor. The factor was determined by considering the
physical characteristics of the watershed which influence groundwater recharge
and how water moves over the ground surface. The main factors are land slope,
soil permeability, and land cover. Table 3-1 shows the categories and
coefficients that were applied to each parameter. The sum for the three
categories was used to determine the recharge factor. This recharge was then
determined by multiplying the surplus water by this factor.

Table 3-1: Recharge Factors

. Value of
Physical Feature Factor
Land Slope

Flat - (0-1.5 %) 0.175

Rolling Land (1.5-3%) 0.125

Hilly Land (>3%) 0.075
Soil Type

Low (Clay) 0.1

Medium (Loam) 0.2

High (Sand) 0.4
Land Cover

Low (Open Space) 0.1

High (Forested) 0.2

The recharge factors were adopted from Ministry of the Environment (Appendix
C1) methodology that was developed based on hydrologic analysis designed for
assessing peak runoff for storm water management purposes. However, the
slope factors provided by the MOE method were not considered representative of
the topography found in the Quinte watershed. To assign factors for the slope
ranges commonly found in the Quinte watershed the slope classes and
corresponding infiltration factor were graphed as illustrated by Figure 3-3. The
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relationship, as illustrated by this graph, was used to determine slope factors for
the Quinte watershed (listed in Table 3-1) and was calculated from the midpoint
of the topographic ranges. In addition to calculating the natural budget, the
Geographic Information System model was used to calculate water use and map
where this use is occurring. The basic steps of this process are listed below:

1. Using climate data from 1971-2000 assess the distribution of precipitation
and evapotranspiration across the watershed;

2. Determine the amount of precipitation available for groundwater recharge
or surface runoff by subtracting the volume of evapotranspiration from the
precipitation. The difference is referred to as the available surplus water;

3. The percentage of available water recharging the groundwater was
determined through calculation of a recharge coefficient. This coefficient
was calculated based on three parameters: slope, soil permeability, and
land cover. The different classes of the physical landscape and factors for
each parameter are listed above in Table 3-1. The sum of the factors for
the various combinations is then determined and multiplied by the
available water to determine the amount of recharge;

4. The recharge was then calculated in accordance with the following
formula:

Recharge = (Precipitation — Evapotranspiration) * Recharge Factor;
and

5. Surface runoff was calculated as the difference between recharge and
available water or as follows:

Surface Runoff = Precipitation — Evapotranspiration — Recharge.
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Figure 3-3: Infiltration Factor Derivation from Slope Class

3.33 Sources of Data

Following the identification of where the water is located, the next step in the
conceptual water budget process was to collect data about the various water
budget elements and process this information to quantify each of the elements.
Numerous data sources, listed in Table 3-2 were considered. To process the
large volumes of data a Geographic Information System water budget model was
developed to calculate evapotranspiration, recharge and surface runoff.
Estimates of water use were also completed to allow comparison of water use
with the volume of available water.

3.34 Characterize the Physical System

In addition to use of the Geographic Information System model to calculate
volumes of water available in the watershed it was necessary to gain an
understanding of how the water moves through the watershed and the processes
which affect this. The volume of water in a watershed is the direct result of the
climate and precipitation that has fallen on the area. The amount of precipitation
that is available for runoff into our rivers or infiltration into the ground is
dependent on a number of factors including the climate and physical features of
the watershed.

July 2023 3-9 Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 3

Table 3-2: Data Sources

Data Set Source Use in this Study
Precipitation Environment Canada Precipitation
Climate Station Data Environment Canada Evapotranspiration
Temperature Environment Canada Evapotranspiration
Topography Ministry of Natural Resources Runoff/Recharge
Digital Elevation Model Ministry of Natural Resources (slope calculation)
Land Cover Ministry of Natural Resources Runoff/Recharge
Stream Flow Data Water Survey of Canada Runoff
Permit to Take Water Ministry of the Environment Water Use
Water Holding
Soils Ministry of Agriculture & Food Capacity
Agricultural Water Use Ministry of Natural Resources Water use
Geology Ontario Geological Survey Runoff/Recharge
Population Data Census Canada Water Use
Ontario Water Well
Records Ministry of the Environment Water Use

To understand the physical features of the watershed a description of the various
components are considered including slope of the land, amount of land cover,
and permeability of the soil. These features control the amount of water that
either runs off the ground surface or infiltrates into the ground for recharge to the
groundwater. For example areas of steep slope and low soil permeability would
cause more precipitation to run over the surface of the land than into the ground.
Conversely areas of flat topography, high tree cover and permeable soil cause
more water to infiltrate into the ground as recharge.

3.3.4.1 Climate

Climate is an indication of the meteorological elements of a region such as
temperature and precipitation over a long period of time. This is in contrast to
weather which is a measure of the climate elements over a short period of time.
The climate of the Quinte Source Protection Region can be described as
temperate with warm summers, mild winters and generally consistent
precipitation in the form of snow in the winter and rain in the other months
(Appendix C1). For the purpose of this water budget work the period of 1971-
2000 was used as reference for average climate conditions.

Detailed information about the climate of the region was provided through review
of Environment Canada data for climate stations located within and around the
watershed. This data was analyzed as part of a much larger project of Natural
Resources Canada — Canadian Forestry Service (Appendix C1). This group
completed mapping of climate conditions across Canada and the Quinte Region
showing the spatial distribution of climate variables.
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Details of mean annual temperature and precipitation for the period of 1971 -
2000 are provided by Maps 3.1 and 3.2 respectively. The maps show the
northern portions of the watershed are colder with a mean annual temperature of
4.6 degrees Celsius and warmer at the south by almost 4 degrees due to the
moderating effect of Lake Ontario. The mean annual precipitation across the
watershed varies slightly from 1020 millimetres received by the southeast to
approximately 857 millimetres in the north. This range also affects the
distribution of evapotranspiration with the highest occurring at the south and
lowest in the north where there is lower temperature and precipitation. A
summary of the average climate variables for the Quinte Region is provided by
Table 3-3.

The relationship between monthly precipitation and evapotranspiration is
provided in Figure 3-4 which shows relatively uniform precipitation over the
course of the year and increased evapotranspiration in the summer months. A
water deficit occurs when the yellow line (actual evapotranspiration) falls below
the pink line (potential evapotranspiration). During this period there is not
enough precipitation or soil moisture to meet the rate of evapotranspiration. This
is often the period when the grass on residential lawns turns brown due to a need
for water.

Table 3-3: Quinte Region Average Climate Conditions (1971-2000)

Month Average . .A.ver.age Average Average
Temperature ("C) Precipitation (mm) PE * (mm) | AE ** (mm)
January -8.2 77 0
February -7.2 60 0
March -1.6 73 0
April 5.6 74 29 29
May 12.6 76 78 78
June 17.6 77 113 110
July 20.2 65 132 114
August 19.2 79 115 100
September 145 89 74 74
October 8.2 77 37 37
November 2 87 7 7
December -4.9 83 0 0
Annual 6.5 919 585 550

* PE = Potential Evapotranspiration, ** AE= Actual Evapotranspiration
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Quinte Region Precipitation & Evapotranspiration
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Figure 3-4: Quinte Region Water Deficit Time Sequence

3.3.4.2 Physiographic Regions

The physiography of a region can affect the water budget due to variability in
things such as soil type, land cover and topography which in turn may influence
the distribution of surface runoff and groundwater recharge. The Quinte Region
is made up of a diverse physical landscape and features that may be grouped
into distinct physiographic regions. The northern areas are rugged and form part
of the Precambrian shield which covers approximately 50 percent of the
watershed. To the south of the Precambrian Shield, the area is underlain by
Paleozoic limestone bedrock with large areas of thin soil cover as well as some
areas of significant soil depth. In the Prince Edward Region the landscape is
dominated by thin soil over limestone bedrock. In total there are six different
physiographic regions found in the Quinte Region (Appendix C1) illustrated by
Map 2.4 and described below.

Algonquin Highlands: Covers the northern Precambrian Shield with rugged
topography, shallow soil, numerous lakes and large forested regions.

Georgian Bay Fringe: Borders the Algonquin Highlands with similar
characteristics but with rolling to moderately rugged topography.Dummer
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Moraines: A belt along the border of the Georgian Bay Fringe and southern
limestone plain exhibiting hummocky topography with undulating knolls of till soil.

Peterborough Drumlin Field: Extends through the areas north of Belleville,
includes deep soil deposits in rolling till plains, many drumlins, eskers, as well as
a kame moraine.

Napanee Plain: Covers the southern portion of the Napanee watershed and is
comprised of flat to undulating topography with thin soil over limestone bedrock.

Prince Edward Peninsula: Similar to the Napanee plain with flat topography
and shallow soil over limestone bedrock. The area exhibits an irregular shoreline
with areas of steep bedrock escarpments and bay mouth sand bars.

3.3.4.3 Land Cover

The land cover of the Region can influence the distribution of surface runoff,
evapotranspiration and groundwater recharge. Rain falling on forested areas will
experience more interception and transpiration and result in reduced surface
runoff in contrast to cultivated fields and cropland. Thus, areas with high forest
cover will tend to have less runoff than areas without vegetative growth.

Mapping of land cover in the Quinte Region has been completed. Map 3.3
illustrates land cover showing the area approximately equally divided between
high and low cover. High cover is mapped on the northern region due to forests,
while much of the lowlands to the south are agricultural and mapped as low
cover.

3.3.4.4 Topography

The topography of the Quinte Region is variable ranging from the rocky
highlands of the Precambrian Shield at the north to the more subdued relief of
the limestone plains at the south along the shores of the Bay of Quinte and Lake
Ontario. In the north the predominant topographic gradient is to the south —
southwest with elevations ranging from a high of 400 metres above sea level
(masl) in the north to approximately 80 masl at the south along the Bay of Quinte.
In Prince Edward County the topography is even more subdued with maximum
elevations of 150 masl at inland plateaus which slope outwards towards the Bay
of Quinte and Lake Ontario. For purposes of the water budget the watershed
was divided into the classes as listed in Table 3-1, with the majority of lands
mapped as either flat or hilly.

Slope Class % Coverage of Watershed
Flat land — 0 -1.5 % 39.1%
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Rolling land — 1.5 - 3% 24.4%
Hilly land > 3% 36.6%

3.3.4.5 Geology

The geology of the Quinte Region is predominantly controlled by shallow soil
over bedrock. This bedrock may be divided into two main types — Precambrian
and Paleozoic. This is illustrated by Map 2.7, where Precambrian rock is found
in the north and the Paleozoic in the south. The shallow soils throughout are a
direct result of glacial activity which resulted in the scraping and removal of soil.
However in other areas significant soils were deposited by the glaciers in the
form of till in drumlins as well as eskers, and a moraine. Mapping of the different
soil types and depth is illustrated by Map 2.9 and Map 2.5 respectively.

Surficial soils have developed in relation to the underlying bedrock material.
Given the two distinct bedrock regions there are numerous soil types found in the
watershed which range from poorly developed stony granular soil on the
Precambrian shield to sandy loam and clay loam soils on the limestone terrane.
Due to the variability of soil types, drainage characteristics range from well
drained to poorly drained with permeability classifications as summarized below
in respect of the different classes listed in Table 3-1. This grouping indicates the
majority of the watershed as being underlain by soils of low to moderate
permeability.

Category Percent of Watershed Area
Low permeability - 36.9%
Medium permeability - 53.9%
High permeability - 9.2%

In addition to permeability classes the different soil types were also assigned
water holding capacities for use in the Geographic Information System model in
the calculation of evapotranspiration. The maximum water holding capacities are
as listed below, however, because of the thin nature of the Quinte soils there
tends to be a deficit of available water for plants by the end of the growing
season.

Soil Type Water Holding Capacity
Shallow Soil over Rock 25 millimetres
Sand, Sandy Loam 100 millimetres
Clay Loam 200 millimetres
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Clay 250 millimetres

3.3.4.6 Surface Water

The Quinte Region is known for its many significant surface water features which
include the Napanee, Salmon, and Moira Rivers draining the northern
Precambrian shield into the Bay of Quinte (connecting to Lake Ontario at the
south). Conversely the Prince Edward Region is not drained by one main
surface water course but by a number of small drainage courses leading
outwards from inland plateaus towards either Lake Ontario or the Bay of Quinte.
The largest of these Prince Edward water courses is Consecon Creek covering
an area of approximately 184 square kilometres. Surface water is an important
drinking water resource and provides supply to approximately 50 percent of the
residents. The majority of these residents are located in the larger urban centres
of the watershed such as Belleville, Napanee, Picton, Wellington and Deseronto.

Watersheds draining into the Bay of Quinte from the north include the three
largest rivers, Moira, Salmon, and Napanee and several smaller creeks. The
Moira River is the largest river draining over 2700 square kilometres of land and
has two major tributaries; the Black and Skootamatta Rivers representing about
40 percent of the system. These drain the Canadian Shield which is dominated
by forest cover with several large lakes and a large number of wetlands. Smaller
tributaries to the Moira include the Clare River and Parks Creek which drain
about 20 percent of the system. There are six operating stream gauges on the
Moira River or its tributaries.

The Salmon River has just over 900 square kilometres of drainage area. The
northern headwaters are also in the Canadian Shield while the southern half
drains the limestone plains. Several large lakes are found in the headwaters
including the Kennebec, Big Clear, and Hungry Lakes. In the southern portion
there are fewer and smaller lakes with the exception of two large lakes, Beaver
and White Lakes. Drainage through the plains is more defined and the river is
not slowed by any further online lakes and drains directly into the Bay of Quinte.
Two stream flow gauges are present on the Salmon River; one is located in the
Village of Tamworth downstream of Beaver Lake and the other is near the river
mouth in Shannonville.

Similar to the Salmon River, the Napanee River originates in the Canadian
Shield. There are many large lakes and wetlands in the upper portion and only
two large lakes (Varty Lake and Camden Lake) in the lower reaches. These
lakes are shallow offline lakes with little drainage area. The Napanee River has
two major tributaries, Hardwood Creek and Depot Creek that meet in the
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Cameron Swamp. Depot Creek is gauged at Bellrock and the only other stream
gauge is located on the Napanee River near Camden East.

Table 3-4 contains a listing of all active or abandoned stream gauge locations in
the Quinte region. The larger river or creek systems are presented below in
Table 3-5 listed in order from west to east along with their respective topographic

highs and drainage areas.

Table 3-4: Stream Gauge Locations

Catchment Water :
: Period of
Station Name Area* Survey of Record
(km?2™) Canada ID

MOIRA RIVER NEAR DELORO 296 02HLO005 1965 - 2008
BLACK RIVER NEAR ACTINOLITE 430 02HL003 1955 - 2008
SKOOTAMATTA RIVER NEAR

ACTINOLITE 678 02HL004 1955 - 2008
MOIRA RIVER NEAR TWEED 1762 02HL007 2002 - 2008
MOIRA RIVER NEAR TWEED 1762 02HL101 1968 - 1977
MOIRA RIVER NEAR THOMASBURG 2210 02HL104 1969 - 1970
CLARE RIVER NEAR BOGART 160 02HL102 1968 - 1977
CLARE RIVER NEAR BOGART 179 02HLO008 2005 - 2008
PARKS CREEK NEAR LATTA 199 02HL006 1984 - 1992
PARKS CREEK NEAR LATTA 199 02HL103 1968 - 1977
MOIRA RIVER NEAR FOXBORO 2593 02HLO001 1915 - 2008
SALMON RIVER NEAR SHANNONVILLE 909 02HMO003 1958 - 2008
NAPANEE RIVER AT CAMDEN EAST 697 02HMO007 1974 - 2008
NAPANEE RIVER AT NAPANEE 777 02HMO001 1915-1974
DEPOT CREEK AT BELLROCK 181 02HMO002 1957 - 2008
BLOOMFIELD CREEK AT BLOOMFIELD 13.9 02HEOO01 1970 - 1992
CONSECON CREEK AT ALLISONVILLE 117 02HEO002 1970 - 2008
DEMORESTVILLE CREEK AT

DEMORESTVILLE 29 02HEO003 1970 - 1977
BLACK RIVER IN MILFORD 29 02HEO004 2006 - 2008

* Catchment areas in italics determined by GIS using Digital Elevation Model. Otherwise
catchment areas are those reported by Water Survey of Canada.

** square kilometres
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Table 3-5: Watersheds

Highest Point Area

Watershed Metres above Sea Square
Level Kilometres

Potter Creek 178 31
Moira River 458 2735
Bell Creek 125 23
Blessington Creek 167 66
Salmon River 342 915
Marysville Creek 152 52
Selby Creek 157 130
Napanee River 247 818

Most of the streams in the Quinte Region are characterized as warm water
systems with the exception of a few small tributaries including Waring’s Creek in
Prince Edward County, Number 10 Creek and portions of Parks Creek in the
Moira River system. Water temperature is an indicator of the source of the
water; warm is usually associated with surface water runoff while cold water is
typically from a groundwater source. The warm water systems of the Quinte
region suggest the water source is predominantly from surface runoff.
Consequently, during periods of low precipitation the streams can experience
very low flow.

Stream gauges record the outflow of a stream and the records can be viewed by
plotting the flow over time. This is called a hydrograph. Shorter duration
hydrographs show the response to individual runoff events. Longer duration
hydrographs show seasonal variation of flow or trends. Two short duration
hydrographs have been reproduced below to show the response of each of the
major watersheds to a rainfall event in September 2004. The location of stream
gauges in the Quinte watershed is illustrated by Map 3.4. The rainfall was a little
over 17 hours in duration beginning about 8:00 PM on the 8" of September and
ending about 1:00 PM on the 9. The first graph, Figure 3-5, shows the
hydrographs from each of five active gauges in the Moira watershed. Each
vertical line represents one day and the horizontal lines are increments of ten
cubic metres of flow per second. The blue line is the most downstream gauge in
Foxboro. What is notable is the early response in Foxboro and the delayed
peak. The early response is the effect of the higher amounts of precipitation
experienced on the lower reaches. The delayed, but much higher peak, is the
cumulative effect of the precipitation experienced in the upper portion of the
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watershed. The Skootamatta, Black and Deloro (Moira River at Deloro) gauges
reveal much earlier peaks, by approximately two days, than the downstream
gauge.

MOIRA Flows Resulting from Hurricane Frances
September 9, 2004
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Figure 3-5: Moira River hydrographs

The same hydrographs have been prepared for the gauges in the Napanee and
Salmon River watersheds. The Depot Creek gauge at that time was not
accessible. Response of the Salmon and Napanee River systems to rain events
differs from those of the Moira and can be seen by inspection of the hydrographs
in Figure 3-6 where the hydrographs for the same event are reproduced. The
Tamworth station is located on the Salmon River system just downstream from
the outlet of Beaver Lake and the Shannonville gauge is near the river mouth.
The Camden East gauge records the Napanee River flows upstream of the town
of Napanee several kilometres north of the river mouth. By simple inspection
one can note the almost simultaneous responses of all three stations to the rain
input and the delayed but apparent second peak for all three stations. The
second peak for the Camden East gauge occurred about six days later on the
16" while the Salmon River stations show a second peak almost ten days after
the initial peaks. This second peak is attributed to the lake storage upstream of
all the gauges.
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Napanee Region Flows Resulting from Hurricane Frances
September 2004
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Figure 3-6: Napanee Region Hydrographs

The hydrologic response of the systems can be understood by reviewing
drainage area, percent coverage of forests, water bodies, and level of
development.

Watershed shape is also important in determining how a stream system will
respond to a precipitation or runoff event. Quinte Region watersheds have low
impervious cover and this would not be a major contributor to understanding
watershed response. Table 3-6 has been adapted from the Watershed
Characterization Report (Appendix B1) which shows relative cover of each
watershed. The remainder would be agricultural lands.

Table 3-6: Land Cover Type by Watershed

: . ; Napanee Prince Edward
Moira River Salmon River . .
Watershed watershed Watershed River Region Total
Watershed Watershed
hectares % | hectares | % | hectares | % hectares % | hectares | %
Total Area (ha) 284,800 91,800 104,200 108,100 588,900
Woodlands 189,600 67 60,200 66 50,500 49 35,200 33 | 335,500 | 57
Waterbodies 15,300 5 5,100 6 6,300 6 3,000 3 29,800 5
Permanent Wetlands 24,600 9 10,000 11 9,300 9 7,000 6 50,900 9
TOTAL 229,500 81 75,300 82 66,100 64 45,200 42 | 416,200 | 71

Hydrologic response is also affected by the slope of the watershed including the
overland component and the stream gradient. Rivers with long narrow

watersheds, such as the Salmon and Napanee, will respond to precipitation
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inputs more rapidly than very dendritic systems like the Moira. Table 3-7 shows
major river gradients in various reaches beginning from headwater and leading to
the river mouth.

Table 3-7: Major River Gradients

. . . Gradient
River Location Distance (km) (M/1000m)
Moira Headwaters to Moira Lake 76.6 2.4
Moira L. to Stoco L. 21.6 0.7
Stoco L. to Plainfield 26.4 1.3
Plainfield to Corbyville 15.3 0.05
Corbyville to mouth 7.6 3
Salmon Headwaters to Kennebec Lake 34.4 2.2
Kennebec L. to Beaver L. 40.3 0.8
Beaver L. to Upstream of Forest Mills 24.5 1.5
Forest Mills to Lonsdale 13.8 3.3
Lonsdale to mouth 14.2 0.6
Napanee Depot Creek 22.3 1.9
Depot Cr. to Downstream of Newburgh 25.6 1.7
Newburgh to Springside Dam 9.76 0.8
Springside Dam to mouth 9.6 0.1
Consecon Headwaters to Big Swamp 6.4 3.3
Through Big Swamp at Allisonville 15.2 0.5
Allisonville to Melville 4.8 1.27

Control Structures

Flow in stream systems can be affected by the presence of control structures
such as dams or weirs. Dams are often placed near locations where the river
gradient is high in order to harness water power. Other dams are placed at
outlets of lake systems to control water levels on the lake primarily for
recreational use. In addition some were constructed to enhance or create
transportation routes for logging; while others were constructed to create
reservoirs for water storage. Dams that are located on river systems that do not
have large impoundments would not appreciably affect hydrologic response.
Table 3-8 contains a listing of dams that impound lakes or reservoirs that have
the potential to affect the river flow.

Storage benefits a watershed by holding runoff and releasing it later, supplying
water to streams long after a precipitation event is over. At the Conceptual
Water Budget stage the temporary effect of storage in the system was not
considered because the timeframe is on an annual basis.
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Table 3-8: List of Controlled Water Bodies

Dam Name Water Body Active Storage
Controlled (ha-m)
Moira
Lingham Lake Dam Lingham Lake 1730
Skootamatta Lake Dam Skootamatta Lake 1025
Deerock Lake Dam Deerock Lake 775
Catons Weir Stoco Lake 330
Chapmans Weir Stoco Lake Incl. above
Downeys Weir Moira Lake 390
Napanee
3 Depot Lake Dam 34 Depot Lake 890
2"d Depot Lake Dam 2"d Depot Lake 1160
13 Island lake Dam 13 Island Lake 104
Laraby Rapids Dam Beaver Lake 729
Varty Lake Dam Varty Lake 185
Prince Edward
Roblin Lake Dam Roblin Lake 67
Consecon Lake Dam Consecon Lake 200

Annual runoff from the major streams is calculated using the stream gauge
station statistic called Mean Annual Flow. The values are published on the
Water Survey of Canada Website. The annual runoff is determined by
multiplying the mean annual flow (reported in cubic metres per second) by the
number of seconds in a year (31,536,000) and dividing by the drainage area to
the gauge and is then converted to millimetres/year by dividing by another 1000.
The results for all the gauged stations are reported in Table 3-9.

The study team used a statistical average of climatic conditions for precipitation
and temperature for a specified period of time on which to base the water budget
calculations. This is called a climate normal period. For the climate normal
period 1971-2000 the annual runoff expressed in millimetres/year for the Moira
River at Foxboro is 370 millimetres. When comparing the annual runoff between
gauges the mean annual flow of the stations is reported for the entire periods of
record. Some are much shorter and do not cover the climate normal period used

in the study (Table 3-4 provided earlier shows the periods of record).
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Table 3-9: Annual Runoff
. Catchment Mean Ex?)l:zsged
Station Name Areg Annuaal " as
(km=") Flow(m?/s**) mmlyres

MOIRA RIVER NEAR DELORO 296 3.77 402
BLACK RIVER NEAR ACTINOLITE 430 5.15 378
SKOOTAMATTA RIVER NEAR
ACTINOLITE 678 8.42 392
MOIRA RIVER NEAR TWEED 1762 214 383
MOIRA RIVER NEAR TWEED 1762 26.9 481
MOIRA RIVER NEAR THOMASBURG 2210 25.2 360
CLARE RIVER NEAR BOGART 179 2.79 492
PARKS CREEK NEAR LATTA 199 2.28 362
PARKS CREEK NEAR LATTA 199 3.13 497
MOIRA RIVER NEAR FOXBORO 2593 304 370
SALMON RIVER NEAR SHANNONVILLE 909 10.7 371
NAPANEE RIVER AT CAMDEN EAST 697 8.69 393
NAPANEE RIVER AT NAPANEE 777 9.13 371
DEPOT CREEK AT BELLROCK 181 1.98 345
BLOOMFIELD CREEK AT BLOOMFIELD 13.9 0.168 381
CONSECON CREEK AT ALLISONVILLE 117 1.48 399
DEMORESTVILLE CREEK AT
DEMORESTVILLE 29 0.404 435

*square kilometre
**cubic metres per second
**millimetres per year

The surface water systems provide sources of water for several drinking water
systems in the Quinte region. Table 3-10 lists the systems, the name of the
source and the approximate population served.
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Table 3-10: Surface Water Intakes

Intake Location Source Population Served

Belleville Bay of Quinte 38300
Point Anne (Belleville) Bay of Quinte Included above
Greater Napanee (backup) Napanee River 7760
Deseronto Bay of Quinte 1800
Picton Bay of Quinte 8020
Wellington Lake Ontario 1700
Ameliasburgh Roblin Lake 180

7 Total 57760

Aquatic Habitat

The Quinte Region watersheds have experienced patterns of high and low flow
periods that have been continuously recorded from as early as 1915. Local
aquatic habitat must adjust to these changes in flow.

Coastal wetlands are important habitat for many species and help to cleanse
runoff waters entering the lake and bay. Wetlands adjacent to the Bay of Quinte
have experienced changing hydrologic regimes related to the control of Lake
Ontario at the Moses-Saunders Dam and have lost species diversity. Lake
Ontario is governed by international treaty with the United States and lake levels
are controlled by the 1958D Management Plan by order of the International Joint
Commission (IJC 2006). This control has reduced the normal fluctuation that
maintained species diversity in the coastal wetlands. Coastal wetlands in the
Quinte Region are now dominated by cattails.

Since 2000, officials have been preparing a new operating plan for the lake and
have consulted with the public and lake users regarding a plan that would take
more uses into consideration. A plan that favours aquatic habitat would allow for
more lake level variation to improve species diversity.

Lakeshore development and misunderstanding of the importance of wetlands
has also led to significant loss of coastal wetlands. Remaining wetlands are
shown on Map 2.11.

July 2023 3-23 Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 3

3.3.4.7 Groundwater

Groundwater is defined as the water below the ground surface in soil pore
spaces or in the cracks and fractures of bedrock formations which are referred to
as aquifers. Groundwater is an important resource in the Quinte Region
providing supply to approximately 50 percent of the residents and base flow to
the many streams, lakes and rivers. Of the residents using groundwater the
majority obtain supply from private wells, with approximately 3 percent of the
watershed population using municipal groundwater systems at the four different
locations listed in Table 3-11.

Table 3-11: Municipal Wells

. Number of Population .
Location Wells Sperved Aquifer
Village of

Madoc 2 1250 Precambrian
Village of
Tweed 2 1800 Precambrian
Village of
Deloro 1 160 Precambrian
Peats Point 1 150 Limestone

For private wells there are records for approximately 22,000 wells at the locations
illustrated by Map 3.5. These records were used to provide much of the
information about the local groundwater resource which is discussed below.

Aquifers

The aquifers of the Quinte Region are a direct reflection of the geology of the
area which is predominantly bedrock with thin soil cover. Given these conditions
the majority of wells (95 percent) obtain supply from fractured bedrock aquifers.
The remaining 5 percent obtain supply from overburden aquifers comprised of
sand and gravel where the soil is of sufficient thickness. The major aquifers
and/or hydrogeologic units can be simplified as follows:

Precambrian Aquifer(s) — 21 percent of wells
Limestone Aquifer(s) — 74 percent of wells
Overburden Aquifer(s) — 5 percent of wells

The location of the fractured bedrock aquifers corresponds with the boundaries of
the various bedrock formations as mapped by Map 2.7. As the region is entirely
underlain by fractured rock these aquifers are found throughout with limestone
bedrock aquifers prevalent at the south and Precambrian bedrock aquifers
common in the north. For the most part these fractured bedrock aquifers are
considered to be unconfined, meaning that there are no layers of soil or rock that
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prevent the movement of water from the ground surface into the aquifer.
Precipitation (rain or melted snow) can move easily from the ground surface into
the aquifer. However, in the deep zones of the bedrock the number and density
of fractures decreases and are not as well connected to the surface. Since these
fractures are the flow path through which water moves, precipitation does not
move as easily into these zones. Under these conditions the aquifer is
considered to be semi confined or confined meaning that it is more protected
from activities at ground surface.

Overburden aquifers (groundwater which is found in the soil as opposed to
fractured rock) are not extensive throughout the region but are present where
there is sufficient depth of sand and gravel (see Map 2.5). Such conditions exist
in the south western portion of the Moira watershed, in the vicinity of a kame
moraine formation, and at the Picton Esker near West Lake in Prince Edward
County. These aquifers are relatively isolated but are interpreted as being
connected with the underlying bedrock aquifers, and serve as storage reservoirs
providing significant volumes of recharge.

Yield from the Quinte Region aquifers is typically low to moderate and
considered adequate for meeting most domestic and agricultural needs. The
exceptions are some areas of Prince Edward County and the Precambrian Shield
where the fractures in the bedrock are not well developed and it is difficult to find
adequate quantities of water. The opposite is also true of other areas where,
because of significant fracture openings, large quantities of water can be found
as evidenced by the wells providing municipal supply to the Villages of Deloro,
Madoc and Tweed as well as the Peats Point subdivision.

The quality of supply from the aquifers is normally good with fresh water reported
on well records. However the water is often hard and in some areas natural
water quality problems may be experienced due to mineralization, gas and
sulphur. These natural water quality problems are typically encountered when
wells are drilled too deep (i.e. depths of greater than 30 metres in limestone
bedrock) or in areas of groundwater discharge.

Groundwater Flow

The movement of groundwater in the Quinte Region is typically a reflection of
surface topography with groundwater flowing from areas of high ground to low.
The direction of groundwater flow is illustrated by Map 3.6 which is a contour
map of the water table surface. Under these conditions the regional direction of
groundwater flow is similar to surface drainage and is predominantly in a south to
southwest direction. In Prince Edward County the water table also mimics

July 2023 3-25 Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 3

topography with flow outwards from high inland plateaus towards the shorelines
of the Bay of Quinte and Lake Ontario.

Recharge to the unconfined aquifers is interpreted to be approximately 10
percent of annual precipitation. This recharge occurs primarily in the spring and
fall and is a reflection of the annual water budget when surplus water is available
during these periods. A hydrograph for a monitor well located in the Quinte
watershed is illustrated by Figure 3-7 showing an increase in water levels during
spring when recharge is occurring and a decrease in the summer months when
more water is leaving the aquifer than entering. The depth to the water table in
the Quinte Region is often at shallow depth below ground surface. From
mapping of the water table elevation (Map 3.6), it can be seen that greatest
depth to the water table is found in topographically high areas and shallow
depths are evident in low lands adjacent to water bodies and surface water
courses. In the absence of confining layers it is evident that recharge occurs
throughout the watershed. However the contrast in the water table elevation
mapping indicates that areas of recharge can be interpreted as occurring in the
upland areas with discharge in the low lands. Further discussion about mapping
of significant groundwater recharge areas is provided in Chapter 5.
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Figure 3-7: Groundwater Hydrograph Monitoring Well 229
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Groundwater/Surface Water Interactions

In the Quinte watershed there is significant interaction between surface water
and groundwater. Mapping has illustrated that groundwater flows toward, and
discharges to surface water features (Map 3.6). Through analysis of
groundwater and surface water hydrographs it was also found that the
groundwater and surface water features respond in similar fashion to rainfall
events with increases in levels observed in each due to precipitation events.

This interaction is illustrated in Figure 3-8 which is a graph showing surface water
discharge and groundwater levels at a monitor well in the Moira watershed. The
quick response of the groundwater to precipitation recharge is an indication of
the unconfined nature and vulnerability of the Quinte aquifers.

Moira River Flow at Foxboro and Water Table Elevation at
Well 229 - 2003/2004
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Figure 3-8: Surface Water Discharge and Groundwater levels

3.3.4.8 Water Use

Water is used in the Quinte Conservation watershed for potable supply to
municipalities and private homes as well as for irrigation (golf courses),
agriculture, industry, hydro electric generation and manufacturing. A review of
water use data and population numbers (Appendix C1) indicates that
approximately 50 percent of the population utilizes surface water for supply and
the balance use groundwater. To determine the volume of both ground and
surface water use a review was completed of a variety of data sources which
included:
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e Permits to Take Water —-The MOE maintains a database of permits to take
water for large water users (>50,000 Litres/day). Temporary (e.g. short
term construction) and permits expired for more than five years were not
included in the calculations;

e Municipal Systems — The actual water taking data from each municipal
surface water and groundwater system was obtained;

e Agricultural — Water taking data was obtained from the Census of
Agriculture (MNR Rob DelLoe Study);

e Private — The number of private wells in each municipality was determined
using the MOE Water Well Information System. Based on population
distribution data the use was converted to three persons per well at 175
Litres /person/day (525 Litres per day); and

e Public Use — This includes usage for campground and private
developments where total daily demand exceeds 50,000 Litres/day.

Summaries of the water use for the various categories of surface and
groundwater are provided in Table 3-12 for surface water and Table 3-13 for
groundwater. The total use of groundwater in the watershed region was
estimated at 16.4 million cubic metres per year and surface water at 13.3 million
cubic metres per year. Of these totals all of the surface water use is covered by
permits to take water and for groundwater 66 percent or 10.9 million cubic metres
per year are covered by permits. Note that the values reported for permitted use
are based on the maximum values which are considered to be higher than the
actual use.

Table 3-12: Surface Water Demand

Category Water Use (m3/year**) | % of Total
Municipal 4320000 33
Irrigation 1450000 11
Industrial 7500000 56
Total 13300000 100

* The surface water demand does not include usage from the Bay of Quinte and
Lake Ontario.
** cubic metres per year
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Table 3-13: Groundwater Demand

Category Water Use (m3/year*) | % of Total
Private Wells 3630000 22
Municipal 1810000 11
Irrigation 241000 1
Industrial 8300000 51
Bottled Water 175000 1
Agricultural 1860000 11
Public 341000 2
Total 16400000 100

*cubic metres per year

3.3.5 Conceptual Water Budget Results

From the conceptual work it was found that the Quinte Region has an abundance
of both surface and groundwater resources. Surface water is found in many
streams lakes and rivers throughout the region. Groundwater is typically found in
unconfined fractured bedrock aquifers throughout the area as well as in some
isolated overburden aquifers. The surface and groundwater resources are
interconnected as there is a strong interaction between them with groundwater
actively discharging to the many surface water features. Precipitation is the main
way that water enters the watershed providing direct recharge to the ground and
surface water supplies. Evapotranspiration is the primary means that water is
removed from the watershed; however, both ground and surface water are
continually leaving the watershed by draining out through the many streams and
rivers into the Bay of Quinte and Lake Ontario.

3.3.5.1 Annual Water Budget

From the conceptual work annual water budgets were established for the main
watersheds and overall region listed in Table 3-14. These results are direct
output from the Geographic Information System water budget model. The results
for the Consecon watershed are reported as this is the largest of the many small
watersheds that make up this region. The distribution of precipitation in the
natural water budget process is illustrated by Figure 3-9 with approximately 60
percent consumed by evapotranspiration and the remaining divided almost
equally between surface runoff and groundwater recharge. This natural water
balance was confirmed through review of precipitation and stream gauge data for
the Quinte Watershed which indicated actual watershed measurements are in
close proximity to that predicted by the Geographic Information System water
budget model.
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Table 3-14: Annual Water Budget — Watershed and Regional Scale

Watershed Precipitation | Evapotranspiration | Recharge SIEEE
Runoff
Moira 905 517 173 215
Salmon 929 551 175 203
Napanee 934 561 176 197
Consecon 925 604 147 174
Overall
Region 919 550 168 201

Note: All units are in millimetres

Distribution of Precipitation

Groundwater
19%
O Evapotranspiration
surt Runof W Surface Runoff
urface Runo vapotranspiration
21% 60% O Groundwater

Figure 3-9: Distribution of Precipitation

3.3.5.2 Potential Stress Conditions

To provide an indication of potential stress a comparison of water supply with the
water use in the watershed was completed. From review of water use it was
determined the largest use of groundwater is Industry (quarry dewatering). The
second is private wells, with agriculture and municipal use having the third
highest demand. The total use of groundwater in the Quinte region compared to
the volume available was determined to represent only 2 percent of the available
supply. For surface water the highest water users were first; industrial (quarry
dewatering), second, municipal and third, irrigation. The total use of surface
water was also determined to be low at approximately 1 percent of the available

supply.

Although the overall water use may be considered low in comparison to the
available supply, this may not be an accurate indication of potential stress. The
conceptual water budget considers the entire watershed on an annual basis
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which may not accurately reflect small areas where there is high water use or
seasonal fluctuations in supply such as during the dry summer months. The
effects of water takings may be more significant on a shorter time scale (e.g.
monthly) or on a smaller area (e.g. subwatershed) which are to be considered at
the Tier 1 level.

3.4 Tier 1 Water Budget & Stress Assessment

A Tier 1 Water Budget refines the work completed at the conceptual stage by
focusing on the water budget elements within a smaller area and time scale. For
this work the spatial scale is at the subwatershed level and the time scale is
monthly. This enables assessment of areas where there may be higher water
use and gives consideration to seasonal fluctuations of water supply.

The Tier 1 work was also completed using the Geographic Information System
water budget model developed at the conceptual level as well as using field
measurements of stream flow. This work enabled the assessment of the natural
water budget for each subwatershed. The ratio of water supply to water use was
calculated for each subwatershed to allow calculation of the percent water
demand. Based on the percent water demand a level of potential hydrologic
stress is assigned as Significant, Moderate or Low in accordance with
predetermined thresholds. Subwatersheds with a Significant or Moderate level of
stress, and containing a municipal drinking water intake, are required to have
further water budget work completed. The basic steps of the Tier 1 work may be
summarized as follows:

Step 1 Define the Water Budget Components and Process;
Step 2 Refine the Area and Time Scales;

Step 3 Refine Estimates of Water Supply;

Step 4 Refine Estimates of Water Demand; and

Step 5 Calculate percent water demand for each subwatershed.

34.1 Tier 1 Water Budget Components/Process

The Tier 1 water budget work was completed in accordance with the Ministry of
the Environment Water Budget and Water Quantity Risk Assessment Guidelines
(March 30, 2007). The basic water budget equation, as used at the Conceptual
Water Budget stage was expanded to consider other variables on a monthly
basis. At this level of work it is necessary to consider other inputs of water into
the watershed such as groundwater flowing in from other areas and the change
in the amount of water stored in the various reservoirs. As such the Tier 1 water
budget equation now becomes:
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P+GWin=ET+Q+AS+U
Where:

P = Precipitation

GWin = Horizontal groundwater flow in

ET = Evapotranspiration

Q = Stream flow out (groundwater discharge + surface runoff)
AS = Change in storage

U = Net water use including withdrawals and returns

To complete this work, the data sources are the same as those used in the
Conceptual Water Budget (Table 3-2). These data were refined to the
subwatershed and monthly scale for incorporation into the Geographic
Information System water budget model, including a refined estimate of water
use.

342 Calculate Subwatershed Stress Level

The Technical Rules require a stress level to be assigned to each subwatershed
for both surface water and groundwater quantity. Subwatersheds that contain
municipal drinking water systems and have Moderate or Significant water
guantity stresses for surface water or groundwater must move on to Tier 2
analysis.

There are seven municipal drinking water systems in the Quinte Region that
draw from surface water. Of these systems, five draw from the either the Bay of
Quinte or Lake Ontario. The Technical Rules mandate that water systems that
obtain water from the Great Lakes must not be considered in the Tier 1 study.
This leaves only two systems; one at the Hamlet of Ameliasburgh drawing water
from Roblin Lake, and the other is the backup intake for the Town of Napanee
which is located on the Napanee River (Map 2.3).

There are four municipal groundwater systems (Map 2.3). The Villages of
Madoc, Tweed, and Deloro draw groundwater from a fractured Precambrian
aquifer that is unconfined. The remaining system is at the Peats Point
Subdivision which is serviced by one well obtaining supply from a fractured
limestone aquifer.

3.4.2.1 Percent Water Demand

The stress level for each subwatershed was determined for both ground and
surface water by calculating the percent water demand. The percent water
demand is calculated by dividing water usage by the available supply after

July 2023 3-32 Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 3

allowing for a reserve. Subject to this demand three levels of stress are assigned
as Significant, Moderate or Low. Subwatersheds with a Significant or Moderate
stress level and containing a municipal intake will be studied further.

Surface Water

For surface water all subwatersheds were assessed a ‘stress’ level following the

formula below developed to calculate the percent water demand for each month

under current and future demand scenarios. Based on this calculation the stress
level was assigned in reference to Table 3-15.

% Water Demand (Stress) = Qoensne X 100

Supply QReserve

Where:
Qpenang = Monthly surface water demand calculated as consumptive

takings from streams, ponds, and lakes in the watershed. This demand is
determined for current and for 25 year projections.

Qsuppy = Monthly surface water supply calculated as monthly median flow

within the watershed using the flow measured at a stream gauge or
prorated from nearby gauge.

Qresere = Surface water reserve is estimated, at a minimum, as the 10t
percentile of monthly median flow.

Groundwater

Stress for groundwater was calculated for each subwatershed on an annual and
monthly basis as shown below for current and future demand scenarios. Based
on this calculation the stress level was assigned in reference to Table 3-15.

% Water Demand (Stress) = Qoenans X 100
Supply — QReserve
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Where:
Qpenang = Monthly and annual demand calculated as consumptive takings
for both current and 25 year projections.

Qsuppy = Groundwater supply calculated as the average annual recharge
rate divided by 12 for monthly volumes.

Qresere = Groundwater reserve is estimated as 10percent of the recharge.

Table 3-15: Subwatershed Stress Levels

W SURFACE WATER GROUNDWATER
Quantity Monthly Annual
Stress Level Monthly % Demand % %

Demand Demand

Significant >50% >50% >25%
Moderate 20% - 50% >25% >10%
Low <20% 0-25% 0-10%

3.4.2.2 Area and Time Scales

The Tier 1 study required that the water budget and stress assessment
calculations be completed for subwatersheds for which the Quinte Source
Protection Region was divided into 25 areas (see Map 2.2). These areas were
based on the location of surface water flow gauges, where available, and
subwatershed boundaries when flow gauges did not exist. Please note these
latter subwatersheds were as defined by the Ministry of Natural Resources. As
per the Technical Rules, water budgets for groundwater were also carried out
using the same 25 subwatershed areas.

The time period for the Tier 1 calculations was also refined from annual to
monthly. Calculations were completed monthly for surface water, while
calculations for groundwater were completed annually and monthly.

3.43 Water Supply

The volume of water supply for the percent demand calculations was determined
for both ground and surface water as described below.

3.4.3.1 Surface Water Supply

For the volume of surface water, the actual stream gauge measurements were
applied for gauged subwatersheds for which there are records for 17 stations
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(see Map 3.4) within the Quinte Region. For those subwatersheds where gauges
do not exist the flow was prorated from the gauged subwatersheds having similar
hydrologic features. The supply of water for each subwatershed was determined
based on the median flow as listed in Table 3-16. For the stress calculations a
portion of this flow was subtracted as a reserve for the ecological requirements of
the stream. This reserve was defined in the Water Budget Guidelines as being
the tenth percentile of stream flow, or the rate of discharge that is exceeded 90
percent of the time.

Table 3-16: Subwatershed Median Flows in m3/s

Subwatershed | Jan ‘ Feb | Mar ‘ Apr | May ‘ Jun | Jul ‘Aug | Sep ‘ Oct | Nov ‘ Dec
Moira River
Deloro 2.75 | 2.36 | 6.94 14 483 | 155 | 0.33 | 0.13 | 0.12 | 0.57 | 2.65 | 3.47
Black 414 | 3.72 | 828 | 161 | 6.13 | 238 | 1.15 | 1.05 | 1.15 | 1.15 | 3.29 | 5.02
Skootamatta 7.78 | 6.45 13.6 | 27.7 11 345 | 1.19 | 0.7 | 0.72 | 1.61 4.6 8.39
Tweed 286 | 154 | 459 | 79.1 |3215| 103 | 3.48 | 235 | 231 | 289 | 6.74 | 204
Clare 206 | 189 | 575 | 1041 | 3.63 | 0.63 | 0.28 | 0.15 | 0.14 | 0.22 | 0.95 | 1.84
Parks 315 | 3.09 | 751 | 942 | 397 | 1.76 | 059 | 0.22 | 0.19 | 0.39 | 0.97 | 2.43
Foxboro 238 | 1995 | 544 | 106 |44.75| 165 | 6.16 | 29 | 2.72 | 4.07 | 12.7 | 235
Lower Moira 2592 | 21.73 | 59.25 | 1155 | 48.74 | 17.97 | 6.7 | 3.15 | 296 | 443 | 13.83 | 25.6
Salmon River
Tamworth 14.3 4 6.63 | 182 | 874 | 507 | 219 | 0.7 | 0.16 | 0.93 | 4.45 | 13.25
Shannonville 9.39 10 198 | 329 | 146 | 551 | 147 | 046 | 0.34 | 093 | 6.5 | 12.65
Lower Salmon 9.49 | 10.11 | 20.01 | 33.25 | 14.75 | 557 | 1.49 | 0.46 | 0.34 | 0.94 | 6.56 | 12.78
Napanee River
Depot 195 | 197 | 3.01 | 467 | 193 11 | 094 | 093|089 | 093 | 1.13 | 1.98
Camden 9.1 8.48 | 16.45| 26.3 | 10.2 | 422 | 1.64 | 1.39 | 1.59 | 246 | 457 | 9.49
Upper Napanee | 553 | 559 | 1855|3435 | 114 | 3.78 | 1.58 | 1.09 | 1.09 | 1.21 | 2.97 | 5.63
Lower Napanee | 6.99 | 7.07 | 23.46 | 43.45 | 14.42 | 4.78 2 138|138 | 153 | 3.75 | 7.12
Prince Edward County
Ameliasburgh 133 | 1.16 | 558 | 402 | 1.34 | 0.31 | 0.03 | 0.01 | 0.01 | 0.03 | 1.11 | 144
Sophiasburgh 1.17 | 1.01 | 489 | 353 | 1.17 | 0.27 | 0.03 0 0 0.02 | 0.97 | 1.26
Consecon 205 | 1.78 | 858 | 6.19 | 2.06 | 048 | 0.05 | 0.01 | 0.01 | 0.04 | 1.71 | 2.22
Hiller 1.09 | 0.95 | 458 3.3 1.1 0.25 | 0.03 0 0 0.02 | 091 | 1.18
West Lake 1.22 | 1.06 | 5.13 3.7 123 | 0.29 | 0.03 | 0.01 | 0.01 | 0.03 | 1.02 | 1.32
Picton 0.67 | 058 | 281 | 203 | 0.67 | 0.16 | 0.02 0 0 0.01 | 0.56 | 0.73
East Lake 1.15 1 481 | 347 | 1.15 | 0.27 | 0.03 0 0 0.02 | 096 | 1.24
Milford 091 | 0.79 | 3.83 | 2.76 | 092 | 0.21 | 0.02 0 0 0.02 | 0.76 | 0.99
North
Marysburgh 055 | 048 | 232 | 1.67 | 056 | 0.13 | 0.01 0 0 0.01 | 0.46 0.6
South
Marysburgh 0.99 | 0.86 | 413 | 298 | 0.99 | 0.23 | 0.02 0 0 0.02 | 0.82 | 1.07

July 2023 3-35 Version 6.1




Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 3

3.4.3.2 Groundwater Supply

Groundwater supply for the 25 subwatersheds was evaluated as the amount of
water recharging the aquifers annually and monthly. The Geographic Information
System water budget model was used to calculate this volume. However
refinement of this estimate was completed through the use of a network of 31
monitor wells (Map 3.7) located throughout the watershed. Through analysis of
water level data for the wells, as illustrated by the graph from the data for one of
the wells (Figure 3-7), the recharge to the aquifer was calculated. This was
completed by using the measured increase in water levels to determine the
volume of water that is causing this increase in groundwater levels at each well.
Based on the calculated recharge the Geographic Information System model was
calibrated to reflect the field measurements recorded throughout the watershed.

The calculated recharge for the individual subwatersheds as listed in Table 3-17,
ranged from 52 to 95 millimetres per year. The monthly rate, was calculated as
the annual recharge divided equally over 12 months; ranging from 4.3 to 7.9
millimetres. A groundwater reserve was subtracted from the supply to meet
other demand requirements (i.e. ecological), as 10 percent of the rate of
recharge.
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Table 3-17: Annual and Monthly Groundwater Supply (Recharge) by Subwatershed

Annual Annual Annual 'I?/I\girtﬁj
Catchment Name | Precipitation | Evapotranspiration | Recharge Recharge
(mm) (mm) (mm) (mm)

Ameliasburgh 930 605 75 6.2
Black 899 503 53 4.4
Milford 972 608 88 7.3
Camden 936 564 70 5.8
Clare 918 539 71 5.9
Consecon 928 607 76 6.3
Deloro 888 511 52 4.3
Depot 930 547 60 5
East Lake 950 545 74 6.1
Foxboro 905 529 63 5.2
Hillier 943 631 72 6
Moira Remainder 926 591 95 7.9
Lower Napanee 954 595 78 5.9
Upper Napanee 943 588 87 6.5
North Marysburgh 1010 632 81 6.7
Parks 921 586 91 7.6
Picton 966 615 88 7.3
Salmon 977 632 70 5.8
Shannonville 931 582 83 6.9
Skootamatta 913 503 55 4.6
Sophiasburgh 955 612 82 6.8
South Marysburgh 1003 638 87 7.2
Tamworth 928 526 59 4.9
Tweed 929 546 59 4.9
West Lake 952 611 83 6.9

344 Water Demand

The water use estimates of the Conceptual Water Budget were refined using
actual water use numbers and/or by assigning consumptive water use factors to
permitted values. Consumptive factors, listed in Table 3-18, were applied to
individual takings in order that consideration is given to only the portion of water
that is not returned directly to the reservoir or source from where it was taken.
For example, for a municipality that obtains supply from a water well where the
wastewater is treated and then discharged to a surface water body, the water
use would be considered as 100 percent consumptive. However, in other cases
where the water is used and then discharged to the ground via a septic system
the consumptive use would be considered as 20 percent with the remaining 80

percent returned to the source.
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In addition to assigning consumptive water use factors, determination of water
demand required the analysis of water taking permits to categorize them into
various sectors. Some permits were not considered to represent a true taking
and were omitted from the totals. This was the case for permits issued for dams
and wetlands which were deemed to artificially inflate levels of hydrologic stress
of some subwatersheds.

Table 3-18: Consumptive Water Use Factors

- Consumptive
Category Specific Purpose Factor
Groundwater
Agricultural Fruit Orchards 0.8
Agricultural Other - Agricultural 0.8
Commercial Bottled Water 1
Commercial Golf Course Irrigation 0.7
Dewatering Pits and Quarries 0.25
Industrial Aggregate Washing 0.25
Industrial Other - Industrial 0.25
Remediation Groundwater 0.5
Water Supply Campgrounds 0.2
Water Supply Communal 0.2
Water Supply Municipal 0.2
Surface Water
Agricultural Other - Agricultural 0.8
Commercial Golf Course Irrigation 0.7
Dewatering Pits and Quarries 0.25
Industrial Aggregate Washing 0.25
Industrial Manufacturing 0.25
Water Supply Municipal 0.2
Water Supply Other - Water Supply 0.2

A total of 223 Permits to Take Water were reviewed. After filtering out temporary
permits and those whose source was Lake Ontario, wetlands or dams, only 36
surface, 38 ground and 15 mixed source permits remained.

The monthly ground and surface water demand for the Quinte Region is
summarized by Table 3-19 and Table 3-20 (Monthly ground and surface water
use) respectively at 8,570,000 cubic metres per year for surface water with the
remaining attributed to groundwater at 8,310,000 cubic metres per year. Of
interest is that total annual use has decreased by 50 percent for groundwater and
64 percent for surface water in comparison to the totals determined at the
conceptual level. A summary of monthly ground and surface water use
(excluding wetlands and dams) is provided in Figure 3-10. The top three
consumptive users of water in the region are irrigation, pits and quarries, and
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then municipal takings. Seasonal variations in use were also noted with an

increase in use over the summer months owing to irrigation.

Table 3-19: Monthly Consumptive Groundwater Use

Month Industria*l Qzlatl?rigés Municipa}I IrrigatiorJ Public . Agricultur*al DomestiE;
(1000 m*) o (1000 m*®) | (1000 m*) | (1000 m¥*) | (1000 m*) (1000 m*)
(2000 m*)
Jan 48.0 172 36.9 254 6.26 57.8 9.8
Feb 50.6 204 323 254 6.26 57.8 9.8
Mar 84.1 201 394 254 6.26 57.8 9.8
Apr 84.1 207 34.4 254 6.26 57.8 9.8
May 50.1 303 36.0 264 6.33 57.8 9.8
Jun 84.1 177 36.1 276 6.41 193.5 9.8
Jul 12.4 175 36.7 298 6.41 193.5 9.8
Aug 98.9 172 36.2 301 6.33 193.5 9.8
Sep 84.1 172 34.9 277 6.26 193.5 9.8
Oct 98.4 177 30.8 254 6.26 57.8 9.8
Nov 51.3 226 30.9 254 6.26 57.8 9.8
Dec 48.0 181 334 254 5.72 57.8 9.8
Annual 794.1 2370 418 3190 75 1240 118
*cubic metres
Table 3-20: Monthly Consumptive Surface Water Use
Month Industriil ngfris Municipgl Irrigatiosrz
(2000 m*) (1000 m¥) (2000 m*) | (1000 m*’)
Jan 61.3 80.9 154 266
Feb 61.3 80.9 154 266
Mar 61.3 85.8 154 268
Apr 102 80.9 154 268
May 106 81.9 154 330
Jun 106 81.9 154 515
Jul 106 84.3 154 600
Aug 106 84.3 154 707
Sep 106 83.3 154 564
Oct 106 80.9 154 337
Nov 102 80.9 154 266
Dec 61.3 80.9 154 266
Annual 1090 987 1840 4650
*cubic metres
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Consumptive Total Water Use
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Figure 3-10: Distribution of Overall Consumptive Water Use (%)

345 Tier 1 Results

Percent water demand calculations were performed on both groundwater supply
and usage results as well as surface water supply and usage reported earlier
following the calculation in Section 3.4.2.1. The results of the percent water
demand calculations and Tier 1 assessment are discussed below.

3.4.5.1 Surface Water

Completion of the stress assessment and percent water demand calculations as
listed in Table 3-21 resulted in several Prince Edward County subwatersheds
showing Moderate or Significant stress and one subwatershed in the Moira
region having a Moderate stress level. Subwatersheds showing Moderate or
Significant stress have been bolded. Much of this potential stress occurs in the
summer months of July, August, and September. A map of subwatershed stress
for August is illustrated by Map 3.8. Some subwatersheds were noted to have
stress exceeding 100 percent. Possible explanations are that the source may be
other than that reported on the Permit to Take Water or, as is often the case, the
actual use is much less than the permitted taking. Only one of the
subwatersheds, the Ameliasburgh catchment in Prince Edward County has a
municipal intake that is located in Roblin Lake to provide supply to the Hamlet of
Ameliasburgh. This subwatershed was recommended for further study at the
Tier 2 level. The calculations were repeated for future water use. Only those
subwatersheds having municipal systems have increased water use and percent
water demand (Table 3-22).
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3.4.5.2 Groundwater

Assessment of percent water demand (current and future) for groundwater was
completed both annually and monthly as reported in Table 3-23 with annual
stress levels illustrated by Map 3.9. In Table 3-23 the future percent demand is
only reported for the subwatersheds containing municipal wells because the
other areas did not change. The majority of the subwatersheds were assessed
at less than 1 percent annual demand which is considered to be low stress
conditions. However, the Picton and Camden subwatersheds were assigned a
moderate level of annual stress. Similar to the annual results most
subwatersheds showed low monthly water demand and low stress conditions,
that is, at below 1 — 2 percent of available supply with the exception of Tweed (10
percent in May), Madoc (7 percent in May), Picton catchment (25 percent in
April) and Camden catchment (11 percent in summer months). A review of water
taking data for the Picton and Camden catchments indicated the majority of
water use was attributed to single permits in each subwatershed. It is speculated
that the data may be not truly reflective of the actual use of groundwater.

From this assessment all subwatersheds were assigned a low level of monthly
stress and Moderate level of stress for annual use for two subwatersheds.
Neither of these areas contains a municipal groundwater intake, therefore further
water budget work was not completed.
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Table 3-21: Percent Water Demand Surface Water (Current Use)
Catchment Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Moira River
Deloro 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Skootamatta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tweed 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 3 2 2 1 0
Clare 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Parks 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 22 7 0 0 0
Foxboro 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 0 0 0
Lower Moira 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0
Salmon River
Tamworth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 0 0
Shannonville 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 6 8 2 0 0
Salmon Remainder| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Napanee River
Depot 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Camden 2 2 2 1 2 4 16 16 11 7 3 1
Upper Napanee 1 1 0 0 1 1 5 5 4 4 1 1
Lower Napanee 1 1 0 0 1 2 7 9 8 6 2 1
Prince Edward County
Ameliasburgh 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 32 36 8 0 0
Sophiasburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Consecon 0 0 0 0 0 1 10 58 65 0 0 0
Hillier 0 0 0 0 0 11 95 626 | 608 0 0 0
West Lake 1 1 0 0 1 7 67 487 | 384 40 1 1
Picton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
East Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 259 0 0 0 0
Milford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
North Marysburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
South Marysburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0
Note: Subwatersheds showing Moderate or Significant stress have been bolded.
Stress Ranges are: Low (0<20), Moderate (20-50), Significant (>50)
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Table 3-22: Percent Water Demand Surface Water (Future Use)
Catchment Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Moira River
Deloro 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Skootamatta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tweed 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 3 2 2 1 0
Clare 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Parks 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 22 7 0 0 0
Foxboro 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 0 0 0
Lower Moira 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0
Salmon River
Tamworth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 0 0
Shannonville 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 6 8 2 0 0
Salmon Remainder| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Napanee River
Depot 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Camden 2 2 2 1 2 4 16 16 11 7 3 1
Upper Napanee 1 1 0 0 1 1 5 5 5 4 1 1
Lower Napanee 1 2 1 0 1 2 8 10 9 7 3 1
Prince Edward County
Ameliasburgh 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 32 36 8 0 0
Sophiasburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Consecon 0 0 0 0 0 1 10 58 65 0 0 0
Hillier 0 0 0 0 0 11 95 636 | 608 0 0 0
West Lake 1 1 0 0 1 7 67 487 | 984 40 1 1
Picton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
East Lake 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 259 0 0 0 0
Milford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
North Marysburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
South Marysburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0
Note: Subwatersheds showing Moderate or Significant stress have been bolded.
Stress Ranges are: Low (0<20), Moderate (20-50), Significant (>50)
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Table 3-23: Percent Groundwater Demand Current and Future Use
Subwatershed Current Demand
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Annual
Deloro 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Black <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Skootamatta <1l <1l <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1l <1
Tweed 3 2 3 3 8 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 3
Clare <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 | <1 <1 <1
Parks <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 1 1 1 1 <1 | <1 <1 <1
Foxboro 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Lower Moira 5 6 7 7 7 8 10 8 8 7 6 6 7
Tamworth <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 | <1 <1 <1
Shannonville <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Lower Salmon <1 <1 <1l <1 <1 <1 <1l <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Depot <1l <1l <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Camden 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10
Upper Napanee <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1l <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Lower Napanee <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 1 1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Ameliasburgh <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Sophiasburgh <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 2 2 2 2 <1 <1 <1 1
Consecon <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 2 2 2 2 <1 <1 <1 1
Hillier <1 <1 <1 <1 2 4 4 4 4 2 <1 <1 2
\West Lake <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 2 2 2 2 1 <1 <1 1
Picton 14 24 23 25 18 17 15 13 15 16 16 17 18
East Lake 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 1 1 1 2
Milford <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 2 2 2 2 <1 <1 <1 <1
North Marysburgh | <1 <1 | <1 | <1 <1 1 1 1 1 <1 | <1 <1 1
South Marysburgh| <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 2 2 2 2 <1 <1 <1 1
Subwatershed Future Demand
Deloro 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
Ameliasburgh <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 1 1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1
Tweed 5 4 5 5 10 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 5
Note: Subwatersheds showing Moderate or Significant stress have been bolded.
Stress Categories are: Monthly: Low (0 — 25), Moderate (> 25 — <50), Significant (>=50)
Annual: Low (0 — 10), Moderate (>10 - < 25), Significant (>=25)

3.4.5.3 Historical Performance of Municipal Systems

In addition to consideration of percent water demand, the Technical Rules
required that a surface water intake or groundwater well that has reported any of
the following criteria since January 1, 1990, must be assigned, as a minimum, a

Moderate stress level:
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Surface Water Intakes:

e any part of a surface water intake was not below the water’s surface
during normal operation of the intake; or

e the operation of a surface water intake pump was terminated because of
an insufficient quantity of water being supplied to the intake.

Groundwater Wells:

e the groundwater level in the vicinity of the well was not at a level sufficient
for the normal operation of the well; or

e the operation of a well pump was terminated because of an insufficient
guantity of water being supplied to the well.

Only the Madoc groundwater system in the Tweed subwatershed was promoted
to further study for Tier 2 when these criteria were applied. This assignment was
not a result of stress calculations, but because a lack of supply that was recorded
in 2007 when one of the municipal wells was pumped dry on several occasions.

3.4.6 Uncertainty

All water budget calculations contain a level of uncertainty due to the quality and
availability of data and the limitations of the methods used in estimating the water
budget components.

Models are tools developed using scientific knowledge to represent a natural
system. However, they cannot entirely represent the complexity of that system.
Through the preparation of the Geographic Information System water budget
model all efforts were taken to use the best quality data and to validate the model
with real field measurements taken in the watershed. Through comparison of the
output of the model with stream flow measurements it was found that there was
very good correlation between the two. The difference in measurements and
predicted output was typically less than 10 percent. Likewise error associated
with field measurements exists and are typically in the order of 5 to 10 percent.
Such uncertainty is considered acceptable for this level of work on a regional and
subwatershed scale.

3.5 Ameliasburgh Tier 2 Water Budget

From the Tier 1 study, the Ameliasburgh subcatchment was identified to have a
Moderate stress potential. In this subcatchment, the municipal surface water
intake is located in the Village of Ameliasburgh in Roblin Lake.

No surface water gauge is present in the Ameliasburgh subcatchment.
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The study area was determined in the Tier 1 exercise as shown in Map 2.2. For
this level of study the area under consideration was refined to the Sawguin Creek
subwatershed. The area of Sawguin Creek is less than half of the Tier 1 study
area. For the drought scenarios the Roblin Lake subcatchment area must be
used as the exposure of the intake is in question. Table 3-24 shows the drainage
areas with locations illustrated by Map 3.10.

Table 3-24: Drainage Area Summary

Location Drainage Area
Ameliasburgh Subcatchment 132 km?
Sawguin Creek Subcatchment 53.3 km?
Roblin Lake Subcatchment 3.6 km?

3.5.1 Methodology

The study team was assembled based on the proposed work plan and modelling
needs. The work included the following tasks:

Review Water Use

Develop Hydrologic Model

Review and Refine Inputs

Undertake Groundwater Investigation
Complete Stress Calculations
Estimate Calculation Uncertainty

o g s wbh PR

Three scenarios are reviewed to highlight the potential for stress in the
watershed. The first scenario uses average meteorological conditions and
follows the calculation of water use divided by available flow that was presented
earlier in the Tier 1 Section 3.4.2. Again, a Low, Moderate, or High stress may
be determined for average meteorological conditions. Two other scenarios look
at watershed conditions during drought; a 2-year drought and a 10-year drought.

2-Yr Drought
The continuous two year period for which precipitation records exist with the
lowest mean annual precipitation.

10-Yr Drought
The continuous ten year period for which precipitation records exist with the
lowest mean annual precipitation.

Only a Moderate stress can be assigned in drought conditions. Stress is
revealed if the intake would be exposed or if pumps would need to be shut down.
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The process is repeated for water demand that would be expected in the future.
Future water demand is to be determined using expected municipal growth
projections.

3.5.2 Water Use

Permits to take water were reviewed and all permit holders were contacted to
determine usage. There were eight active permits. These are listed below in
Table 3-25.

Table 3-25: Summary of All Permits to Take Water — Ameliasburgh Subcatchment

Permit No. Location Purpose
00-P-4042 Tributary to Mellville Creek Wildlife Conservation
04-P-4024 Roblin Lake Municipal
81-P-4026 Sawguin Creek Municipal
92-P-4021 Source area to Sawguin Creek | Wildlife Conservation
97-P-4039 Tributary of Sawguin Creek Wildlife Conservation
97-P-4049 Tributary to Sawguin Creek Wildlife Conservation
5560-6F7NU9 * Sawguin Creek Irrigation
03-P-4067 * Sawguin Creek Irrigation

* The latter two permits were not in the earlier PTTW database and water budget assessments but were
obtained during Tier 2 study

The eight valid permits to take water in the Ameliasburgh subcatchment were
reviewed in more detail to develop a reliable estimate of consumptive water use.
Four of these permits are for wetlands (wetlands that have been constructed or
modified for wildlife habitat enhancement), two are for municipal water use and
two are for agriculture (irrigation).

Wildlife Conservation permits were excluded from the stress calculation as our
experience in Prince Edward County has shown that inclusion of the
consumptive water takings for wetlands based on their permitted amounts
introduces extraordinary stress values for all subwatersheds. Constructed
wetlands are usually located in headwater areas and often where soils are near
saturation. They capture runoff in large melt or rain events and slowly release
water back to the system. Their effect is to reduce peak discharges from rapid
runoff and increase the volume that shows up later as baseflow.

The remaining four permits are discussed individually.

Permit 81-P-4026 was issued for a communal drinking water system for
Fenwood Gardens and has no expiry date. Due to supply and quality issues,
municipal water was piped to Fenwood Gardens from the Belleville water
treatment plant in the early 2000s by extension of the Rossmore water main.
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The water taking in this permit has ceased and is not expected to be used in the
foreseeable future. This permit was disregarded.

Permit 04-P-4024 is for the municipal system in the Village of Ameliasburgh. It
is an active permit and Quinte Conservation obtained the records of usage for
the past three years (2006 to 2008). Average total water withdrawal was
determined to be only approximately 20 percent of the permitted values. Per
Table 3-18, actual consumptive use is 20 percent of the total withdrawal. Table
3-26 includes the annual water demand for 2006 to 2008 and Figure 3-11 shows
the monthly consumptive water use calculated for Ameliasburgh municipal
intake.

Table 3-26: Ameliasburgh Annual Water Demand

Volume

Year m®)

2006 27,421.0

2007 21,752.7

2008 21,019.6

Ave 23,397.8

*cubic metres

Permit 5560-6F7NU9 is for irrigation. The pond receives overland flow during
the spring freshet or large runoff events. The permit considers the taking as the
filling of the pond. Maximum pond volume is 13,230 cubic metres. This permit
provides the user 307 litres per minute to a maximum of 441,632 litres per day
for 150 days in the spring freshet. It represents a potential taking of 10,600 cubic
metres per month from January to May inclusive. Effectively, water is withdrawn
in the spring and used later for spreading on the fields during dry periods in the
summer. The impact of this type of taking is not expected to be significant and
may be a benefit during low flow periods if the 20 percent that is not consumed
(refer to Table 3-18) recharges groundwater or creek system. The permit holder
was contacted and provided usage information in the form of annual totals.

Since issuance of this permit in late 2005 only one year of taking was recorded in
2006. This is reported as 720,000 US gal or 2,725 cubic metres.
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Figure 3-11: Ameliasburgh Consumptive Water Use — 2006-2008

Permit 03-P-4067 is also issued for irrigation. This permit allows water
withdrawal of 1136 litres per minute or 946,250 litres per day from June 15 to
September 15 for a total of 93 days per year. This represents a potential
consumptive taking of approximately 23,500 cubic metres per month. Summer
lowest median flow is in September with 3,800 cubic metres per day (from Table
3-33) or 114,000 cubic metres per month. A taking of the entire permitted
amount during September would represent 21 percent of the median flow. The
permit holder was contacted and provided annual usage totals from 2003 to
current. Two years (2004 and 2009) showed no usage. Highest year was
1,827,000 US gal or 19,000 cubic metres. Average annual use was calculated
as 2,700 cubic metres and highest annual usage was 6,915 cubic metres in
2005.

Recorded water usage for both irrigation permits has been reproduced below in
Table 3-27. Usage was converted into cubic metres and summed.
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Table 3-27: Records of Water Use for Irrigation Permits

Permit 03-P-4067 Permit 5560-6F7NU9 Total

Year Usage " Usage \ .

(U.S. gal) Ly (U.S. gal) oy oy
2003 1071000 4050 4050
2004 0 0 0
2005 1827000 6920 6920
2006 14400 60 720000 2730 2790
2007 1359000 5140 0 0 5140
2008 747000 2830 0 0 2830
2009 0 0 0 0
Total 5018400 18900 720000 2730 21600

Average 2710 680

*cubic metres

In conclusion of the review of water usage, there are three active permits in

Sawguin Creek; one municipal taking that has good actual monthly use records
from Roblin Lake and two irrigation takings from Sawguin Creek for which only
annual usage was provided. Monthly usage was estimated based on permitted

periods. Consumptive use was calculated per criteria on Table 3-18.

The summary of water use for Sawguin Creek is presented in Table 3-28 for
current and Table 3-29 for future use conditions.

Table 3-28: Sawguin Creek Monthly Water Use (m?3) — Current

PTTW J F M A M J J A S (@] N D
Municipal
Water 417 369 366 340 400 411 425 533 353 343 343 379
Irrigation 0 0 0 0 0 362 723 723 362 0 0 0
Irrigation 0 0 272 272 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 417 369 638 612 400 773 1149 | 1257 715 343 343 379
Note: All units are in cubic metres
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Table 3-29: Sawguin Creek Monthly Water Use (m?®) — Future

PTTW J F M A M J J A S O N D
Municipal

Water 479 424 421 391 460 473 489 613 406 395 394 436
Irrigation 0 0 0 0 0 362 723 723 362 0 0 0
Irrigation 0 0 272 272 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 479 424 693 663 460 835 | 1212 | 1337 | 768 395 394 436

Note: All units are in cubic metres

3.5.3 Model Development

Quinte Conservation operates a surface water model based on the GAWSER
(Guelph All Weather Sequential Event Runoff) platform for the Moira, Salmon,
and Napanee watersheds but did not have a working model for the Prince
Edward Region that included the Sawguin Creek drainage area. Schroeter and
Associates was retained by Quinte Conservation to complete a hydrologic model
for the Sawguin Creek drainage area.

Water Survey of Canada operates a stream flow gauge on nearby Consecon
Creek at Allisonville (02HE002). See also Map 3.4 provided earlier. This gauge
is used in model development as a calibration gauge. For this reason, the
hydrologic model was also developed for Consecon Creek. The comparison of
model output and stream gauge record is provided later in Section 3.5.5.

Quinte Conservation’s Geographic Information Systems department supported
this work by providing input data to the model. Using the digital elevation model
subcatchments were defined for creek systems in Prince Edward County. Map
3.11 shows the drainage areas and provides catchment numbers developed for
the model. The Sawguin Creek subwatershed is represented by areas 504, 505,
and 506.

Meteorological data were extracted from Meteorological Services of Canada
(MSC) stations shown in Map 3.12 and processed to develop continuous data
sets for model application. This is discussed further in Section 3.5.4.

To account for the wide variation in runoff generation response attributed to the
different land cover features and soil types (e.g. source areas), the subcatchment
elements were further subdivided into nine 'hydrologic response units' (HRUS);
one impervious and eight pervious. These HRUs are developed within the
Geographic Information Systems framework by overlaying the soil-type and land
cover information. Within the Quinte Region watersheds, the nine most common
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land cover/soil type groupings determined the HRUs applied in the model. The
nine groupings represent the watershed conditions shown below in Table 3-30.

Table 3-30: Hydrologic Response Unit Description

Hydrologic

i rf Featur
Response Unit Surface Feature

1 Impervious Cover

Open Water (Large lakes that provide storage)

Other Water (Small water bodies, rivers and streams)

Wetlands

Low Vegetative Cover with Poorly Drained Soils

Low Vegetative Cover with Moderately Drained Soils

Low Vegetative Cover with Well Drained Soils

High Vegetative Cover with Poorly Drained Soils

OO | Nl |W|IN

High Vegetative Cover with Well Drained Soils

The Geographic Information System was also used to assist in finding the length
and slope of channel routing reaches, length of the longest tributary within each
subcatchment element, drainage areas, and the surface areas for major
modelled lakes. Map 3.14 shows the coverage for the HRUs. Urban areas were
assumed to have 35 percent impervious cover, and the remaining pervious areas
were assigned to response units with low vegetative cover. The percent
coverage of the HRUs is provided in Table 3-31.

Table 3-31: Hydrologic Response Units for Prince Edward County Model

Catchment | HRU1 | HRU2 | HRU3 | HRU4 | HRU5 | HRU6 | HRU7 | HRU8 | HRU9 | Total
% % % % % % % % % %
501 1.7 0.0 0.0 5.6 2.7 69.6 0.0 20.4 0.0 | 100.1
502 1.0 0.0 0.2 1.6 0.0 82.3 0.0 14.9 0.0 | 100.0
503 2.0 0.0 0.1 2.7 13 31.7 18.5 28.5 15.2 | 100.0
504 1.4 0.0 0.0 18.9 2.0 447 0.6 31.3 1.0| 100.0
505 2.4 24.5 0.0 2.3 0.9 58.1 0.0 12.4 04| 101.0
506 1.2 0.1 0.1 13.2 2.2 64.5 0.1 17.9 0.7 | 100.0
507 2.4 0.0 0.1 3.9 1.4 50.9 0.0 41.4 0.0 | 100.0
508 1.7 5.0 0.0 15.9 0.7 45.3 0.0 31.1 0.2 | 100.0
510 10.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 3.9 57.9 0.0 28.3 0.0 | 100.0
515 1.7 0.0 0.0 3.1 0.0 54.1 0.5 40.0 0.6 | 100.0
518 1.1 0.0 0.0 26.7 15 55.8 0.0 14.8 0.0 | 100.0
520 1.0 0.0 0.1 28.8 1.7 48.2 0.0 20.2 0.0 | 100.0
522 15 0.0 0.1 18.1 13 57.8 0.0 21.2 0.0 | 100.0
523 1.9 0.0 0.1 14.8 0.4 58.9 0.0 23.9 0.0 | 100.0
525 1.9 11.4 0.2 4.9 2.6 57.7 0.8 20.3 0.3 | 100.0
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Catchment | HRU1 | HRU2 | HRU3 | HRU4 | HRU5 | HRU6 | HRU7 | HRU8 | HRU9 | Total
531 1.7 0.0 4.8 6.0 3.3 55.0 0.5 28.6 0.2 99.9
532 1.4 0.0 0.1 16.4 5.7 57.4 0.0 18.9 0.0 | 100.0
533 2.4 0.0 0.1 15.3 3.9 72.2 0.0 6.2 0.0 | 100.0
534 2.1 0.0 0.1 8.3 4.4 62.1 1.6 21.4 0.1 | 100.0
535 2.1 0.0 0.1 4.2 0.0 77.6 1.6 14.1 0.3 | 100.0
536 2.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 1.6 81.9 2.9 11.0 0.1 | 100.0
540 2.0 0.0 0.3 2.1 0.5 85.3 0.0 9.9 0.0 | 100.0
542 2.3 0.2 0.1 3.5 2.9 52.2 24.9 9.1 5.0 | 100.0
544 7.1 0.0 0.2 8.2 4.0 24.9 50.0 1.6 3.9 99.9
545 3.1 0.0 0.3 4.6 5.9 111 56.2 8.2 10.7 | 100.0
547 15 0.0 0.0 10.2 0.6 51.3 6.4 19.0 10.8 99.9
550 0.9 0.0 0.0 4.4 15 48.3 26.7 11.4 6.6 | 100.0
552 0.2 0.0 0.7 7.6 2.2 41.7 21.3 20.3 6.0 | 100.0
554 1.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 0.0 32.8 0.6 55.3 0.3 | 100.0
560 2.3 0.4 0.0 3.4 2.6 41.7 2.4 47.1 0.1 | 100.0
562 1.3 0.0 0.0 3.9 2.1 49.4 3.6 39.6 0.2 | 100.0
565 0.7 0.0 0.0 9.6 2.9 44.9 11 40.4 0.3 | 100.0
570 2.7 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.4 11.3 0.0 85.0 0.0 99.8
572 14.6 0.0 0.3 0.0 13.6 10.5 14.9 38.5 7.3 99.6
574 9.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.2 72.2 0.2 4.2 | 100.0
576 4.5 0.0 0.0 3.2 2.2 40.0 30.7 9.2 10.2 99.9
578 3.2 0.0 0.0 24.7 0.1 55.2 0.0 16.7 0.0 | 100.0

Note: HRU is Hydrologic Response Unit
Catchment number locations are referenced on Map 3-11

Once the model was constructed several events were simulated and compared
with nearby gauging stations to confirm that outflows were reasonable. Water

budget summaries were also reviewed to provide assurance that
evapotranspiration results were well modelled. Adjustments were made to model
inputs through parameter adjustment factors to provide good agreement between
measured and modelled flows comparison for all gauges with the model running

in both continuous and event modes.

3.54

Meteorological Inputs

Meteorological data were obtained from Meteorological Services of Canada for
the period of 1950 to 2005 for the following stations:

e Bancroft Auto (6161001)
e Madoc (6154779)

e Cloyne Ontario Hydro (6161662)
e Frankford MOE (6152555)
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e Belleville (6150689)
e Mountainview (615EMR7)

The data were reviewed and mean annual and 2-year and 10-year drought
periods were determined by calculating running averages of annual precipitation
values and selecting the period that produced the lowest average. This
calculation for drought periods is shown graphically using the example of the
Bancroft Station in the Figure 3-12.

The summary of the calculated values is provided below in Table 3-32.
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Figure 3-12: Annual Precipitation for Bancroft with Moving Average

The drought periods were selected based on the six station averages. These
were 1963 to 1964 for the 2-year drought and 1957 to 1966 for the 10-year
drought. The hydrologic model uses ‘water year’ which recognizes the winter
storage of precipitation in snowfall. Therefore, the period of record is adjusted by
two months earlier from November 1, 1962 to October 31, 1963 for the 2-year
and November 1, 1956 to October 31, 1966.

The periods of study were also compared to Trenton Airport and the same
drought periods were found as the six station average.
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Table 3-32: Summary of Climate Station Records in Millimetres
Climate 1990-2005 1 1950.2005 | 1950-2005 Minimum Minimum
. Mean . .
Station Minimum Maximum 2 Years 10 years
Annual
660 1260 700 780
Bancroft 910 (1964) (1999) (1963-1964) | (1956-1965)
Cloyne Ontario 860 620 1170 620 690
Hydro (1961) (1996) (1963-1964) | (1955-1964)
740 1140 770 870
Madoc 920 (1982) (1955) (1982-1983) | (1957-1966)
580 1180 670 760
Frankford MOE 870 (1963) (1986) (1962-1963) | (1957-1966)
. 680 1120 700 780
Belleville 880 (1989) (1955) (1988-1989) | (1961-1970)
Mountainview 880 600 1100 640 750
(1963) (1976) (1963-1964) | (1961-1970)
6 Station 890 680 1070 700 780
Average (1963) (1996) (1963-1964) (1957-1966)
Note: The model used Water Years for the calculation. This would be from November 1 to

October 31. For example, the 1963 water year is from November 1, 1962 to October 31, 1963.

3.5.5

Results of Stress Assessment

Model Output for Node 2506 — Sawguin Creek

Table 3-33 contains the flow summary for the model output of Sawguin Creek at
Highway 62 (see Map 3.10). Median flows are understood as the 50 percent

duration flows. Reserve flows used in the water budget equation are understood
as the 90 percent duration flows from this table.

Table 3-33: Sawguin Creek Modelled Flows — Average Hydrologic Conditions in cubic

metres/second
Month Mean Highest Lowest 50%Dur | 90%Dur
JAN 0.61 15.1 0.02 0.24 0.15
FEB 0.75 19.9 0.01 0.20 0.13
MAR 2.18 23.0 0.01 0.83 0.19
APR 1.92 25.4 0.05 0.62 0.27
MAY 0.40 18.3 0.01 0.19 0.04
JUN 0.06 7.6 0.00 0.02 0.00
JUL 0.08 13.6 0.00 0.00 0.00
AUG 0.06 7.2 0.00 0.01 0.00
SEP 0.09 10.5 0.00 0.01 0.00
OCT 0.12 20.8 0.00 0.03 0.01
NOV 0.50 16.4 0.00 0.17 0.01
DEC 0.83 22,5 0.01 0.27 0.12
Annual 0.63 254 0.00 0.15 0.00
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The hydrologic model also has the capability to produce a water budget summary
for the subcatchment and this has been included as Table 3-34 below.

Table 3-34: Water Budget Summary for Sawguin Creek 1950 to 2005 (in mm)

Month | Rainfall | Snowfall | Precip | ActualET | TotalFlow | Runoff | Baseflow | NetStor
JAN 28 51 79 8 31 21 10 40
FEB 32 30 61 7 34 26 8 21
MAR 51 21 72 8 109 99 11 -45
APR 75 7 82 45 94 83 12 -57
MAY 71 0 71 98 20 13 7 -48
JUN 57 0 57 99 3 2 1 -45
JUL 66 0 66 69 4 3 1 -7
AUG 71 0 71 64 3 3 0 3
SEP 77 0 77 53 4 3 1 20
OCT 63 1 64 39 7 4 2 18
NOV 83 18 100 19 25 19 6 57
DEC 55 37 92 7 42 32 10 43
Total 727 165 892 517 375 307 68 0

Note: Actual ET is the actual evapotranspiration

Total Flow is sum of Runoff (surface flow) and Baseflow (groundwater portion)
NetStor is the Net Storage in the system (i.e. precipitation is gained during winter months
and lost in the summer)

3.5.5.1 Percent Water Demand Calculation — Average Hydrologic
Conditions

From Section 3.4.2, the percent water demand on the Sawguin Creek drainage

area is calculated and summarized in Table 3-35 below. Stress during average
hydrologic conditions varies from a low of O percent in winter and spring months
to a high of 12 percent in July with current municipal usage. In future usage
conditions the percent water demand rises slightly in the same month to 13

percent. A Low stress is indicated during average hydrologic conditions.
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Table 3-35: Percent Water Demand for Sawguin Creek — Average Hydrologic Conditions

Flow (m?/s*) Usage (L/s**) Stress (%)
Month
Q supply QReserve Current Future Current Future
Jan 0.23 0.15 0.2 0.2 0 0
Feb 0.19 0.12 0.2 0.2 0 0
Mar 0.83 0.18 0.2 0.3 0 0
Apr 0.60 0.24 0.2 0.3 0 0
May 0.18 0.04 0.1 0.2 0 0
Jun 0.02 0.00 0.3 0.3 2 2
Jul 0.00 0.00 04 0.5 12 13
Aug 0.01 0.00 0.5 0.5 5 6
Sep 0.01 0.00 0.3 0.3 3 3
Oct 0.03 0.01 0.1 0.2 1 1
Nov 0.16 0.01 0.1 0.2 0 0
Dec 0.25 0.12 0.1 0.2 0 0

Note: for definitions of Qsuppy and Qreserve S€€ SECtiON 3.4.2.
*cubic metres per second
**litres per second

3.5.5.2 Stress Assessment for 2-Year and 10-Year Droughts

Water availability is decreased during drought periods. Precipitation depth for
the two drought periods are summarized in Table 3-32 earlier. The 2-year
drought calculation (Nov 1962 — Oct 1964 water years) shows a decrease in
water availability to 700 millimetres on average across the Quinte Region. Water
availability during the 10-year drought (Nov 1956 — Oct 1966) rises to 780
millimetres across the region.

To determine stress on the subwatershed during drought periods the impact of
the drought on the lake levels must be forecast and compared to the known
elevations of the intake structure. Only a Moderate or Low stress can be
assigned. A Moderate stress would be indicated if the intake is exposed or
pumping must be suspended during the drought.

The exact elevation of the intake could not be confirmed by the municipality.
However, they were able to provide the length and size of the intake pipe and by
comparing to the bathymetry data, the elevation of the invert is estimated to be
3.0 metres below top of water (at time of survey water level was 110.54 metres
above sea level (masl)) and obvert would be 1.93 masl below top of water. The
critical water elevation is then 110.54 — 1.93 = 108.6 masl. If the water level
approaches this elevation the municipality would experience difficulty with supply.
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Roblin Lake was modelled within the hydrologic model for the two drought
conditions as well as for the average conditions. An estimate of lake level was
provided based on the dam settings for winter and summer conditions. The
following figures (Figure 3-13, Figure 3-14, and Figure 3-15) show the estimated
lake levels for Average, 2-year and 10-year drought conditions respectively.
Lowest mean water elevation is experienced during the months of September or
October reaching as low as 109.9 masl in October during the 2-year drought.
This is about 1.3 metres higher than the estimated top of the intake structure.

Water usage from the lake must also be considered in determining if the intake
would be exposed. A conservative approach would be to look at raw water
withdrawals from the lake. The monthly totals were provided in Table 3-36. The
total depth of water withdrawal is determined by dividing raw water withdrawal by
the lake area of 1 square kilometre. Amounts would be in the 2-3 millimetres
range for the highest monthly water taking in August. Again, a conservative
approach would be to consider the annual withdrawal and subtract this amount
from the total depth of water over the intake found above. Annual withdrawal
totals 23,400 cubic metres. This is in the order of 25 millimetres depth over the
lake. With the annual water usage considered during existing and future
conditions the cover over the intake would be above 1.28 metres.

The mean values represent mean monthly water level. Upper and lower lines on
the charts show the maximum and minimum lake level determined from the
hourly simulations. These are provided to ensure fluctuations of high and low
days within the mean would not expose the intake. Recalling the critical
elevation is 108.6, one can see from Figure 3-14 and Figure 3-15 that the intake
is not exposed, nor would the pumping need to cease at the treatment plant
during either of the two drought scenarios.

A Low stress for drought conditions is indicated.

Table 3-36: Monthly Average Raw Water Withdrawals at Ameliasburgh Intake (2006 — 2008)

04-P-4024 J F M A M J J A S (0] N D

Permitted Taking 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800 | 10800

Actual Current

Taking 2084 | 1843 | 1832 1698 | 1999 | 2057 | 2125 | 2667 | 1766 | 1715 | 1714 | 1896

Actual Current

. 417 369 366 340 400 411 425 533 353 343 343 379
Consumptive

Future

. 479 424 421 391 460 473 489 613 406 395 394 436
Consumptive

Note: All units are in cubic metres
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Roblin Lake - Monthly Water Levels
(Nov. 1, 1950 to Oct. 31, 2005)
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Figure 3-13: Roblin Lake Level — Average Hydrologic Conditions
Roblin Lake - Monthly Water Levels
(Nov. 1, 1962 to Oct. 31, 1964)
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Figure 3-14: Roblin Lake Level — 2-Year Drought
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Roblin Lake - Monthly Water Levels
(Nov. 1, 1956 to Oct. 31, 1966)
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Figure 3-15: Roblin Lake Level — 10-Year Drought

3.5.6 Uncertainty

Uncertainty of the results is a product of the data input and the model’s
capabilities to accurately reproduce the subwatershed response. The uncertainty
was reviewed by two means. The first was by statistical computations within the
model and some hand calculations. Flows generated from the model are
reported to have an error of £ 23 percent. The results are presented graphically
in

Figure 3-16 including the calculated error represented by the ‘whiskers’.

The second method was by comparison to other gauges in Prince Edward
County. The modelled outflows for Sawguin Creek were derived in part from
Consecon Creek flows as the calibration gauge. There was close agreement
with the outflows. The median and reserve flows generated by the model for
Sawguin Creek are small values and stress calculations are quite sensitive to
small variations in such low flow values. This method is derived from Hydrology
of Floods in Canada (Appendix C3) and is intended for inter-basin transfer
between sites within 0.5 to 2.0 times the gauged area, but is used here between
basins for information purposes only.

Basin Transfer: Q2=Q1*(A/A2) "

Where: Q. is flow at gauged station
Q: is flow at area of interest
Az is flow at gauged station
A is flow at area of interest
n=0.9
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Consecon Creek at Allisonville
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Figure 3-16: Measured and Modelled Monthly Flow Volumes for the Consecon Creek at Allisonville Gauge
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Table 3-37 contains the summary of the comparisons between gauged stations
and the station of interest at Sawguin Creek.

Table 3-37: Calculated Median Flows (cubic metres/second) for Sawguin Creek (Basin
Transfer Method)

gta;:i%en Consecon Bloomfield Demorestville MethodUZS:inSgaévgsuir_ll?r:)r:g;:;red A
Area (km?) 116.9 13.9 29.3 Average
Flow Fllomvz/ Flow 'T(I;V;/ Flow 'T(lr?]\g/ Con Bloom | Dem All E)I(cc):(l)m
January 1.21 | 0.010 | 0.16 | 0.012 | 0.23 | 0.008 0.646 | 0.478 | 0.366 | 0.496 | 0.506
February 1.05 | 0.009 | 0.17 | 0.013 | 0.36 | 0.012 0.560 | 0.510 | 0.580 | 0.550 | 0.570
March 5.07 | 0.043 | 0.46 | 0.033 156 | 0.053 2.705 1.350 | 2.518 | 2.191 | 2.611
April 3.66 | 0.031 | 0.37 | 0.027 1.06 | 0.036 1.950 1.095 | 1.704 | 1.583 | 1.827
May 1.22 | 0.010 | 0.14 | 0.010 | 0.29 | 0.010 0.648 | 0.396 | 0.462 | 0.502 | 0.555
June 0.28 | 0.002 | 0.06 | 0.004 | 0.04 | 0.001 0.150 | 0.167 | 0.070 | 0.129 | 0.110
July 0.03 | 0.000 | 0.03 | 0.002 | 0.01 | 0.000 0.016 | 0.079 | 0.016 | 0.037 | 0.016
August 0.01 | 0.000 | 0.02 | 0.001 | 0.00 | 0.000 0.003 | 0.056 | 0.002 | 0.020 | 0.002
September | 0.01 | 0.000 | 0.02 | 0.001 | 0.00 | 0.000 0.003 | 0.048 | 0.002 | 0.018 | 0.002
October 0.03 | 0.000 | 0.04 | 0.003 | 0.00 [ 0.000 0.013 | 0.107 | 0.006 | 0.042 | 0.010
November | 1.01 | 0.009 | 0.10 | 0.007 | 0.05 | 0.002 0.539 | 0.296 | 0.086 | 0.307 | 0.312
December | 1.31 | 0.011 | 0.14 | 0.010 | 0.23 | 0.008 0.699 | 0.419 | 0.365 | 0.494 | 0.532
A1/A2 0.456 3.8 1.819

Consecon Creek and Demorestville Creek produced results that more closely
agreed to the modelled flows. Bloomfield Creek produced comparatively high
flows. This gauge was known to experience backwater conditions at the low flow
weir that were influenced by weed and debris accumulation and values are not
believed to be reliable!. Bloomfield Creek has dissimilar geology with 84 percent
of the watershed having medium to highly drained soils, whereas Demorestville,
Consecon and Sawguin have values of 45 percent, 54 percent, and 59 percent
medium to highly drained soils respectively (refer to Table 3 cited in
Ameliasburgh Tier 2 Water Budget Report in Appendix C3). Results were
averaged for all three stations and also for just the Consecon and Demorestville
stations. Bloomfield results were ignored.

By these methods August flows for Sawguin Creek would be less than those
derived by the model. Stress calculated based on the basin transfer method
would be in the order of 22 percent for average current water use and 25 percent

1 personal communication with Mr. Jim Millman, Water Survey of Canada
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for future water use which is in the Moderate stress category (refer to Table
3-15).

The results of the uncertainty calculations would not change the Low stress
assignment for the Sawguin Creek subwatershed. According to the Technical
Rules, all of the three following conditions must be satisfied for a Moderate stress
to be assigned:

1. Stress for average hydrologic conditions must be between 18 percent and
20 percent;

2. Uncertainty must be High; and
3. A sensitivity analysis must suggest the stress level could be Moderate.

The first condition fails since the stress calculation reveals 12 percent and 13
percent stress under current and future water use conditions respectively.

Based on the foregoing and despite a calculated uncertainty of 23 percent, there
is sufficient variation in the potential flow results to assign a High uncertainty to
the results of the stress assessment.

3.5.7 Ameliasburgh Tier 2 Water Budget Conclusions

A detailed continuous model was developed based on the Guelph All Weather
Sequential Event Runoff platform to assist the investigation by providing an
estimate of monthly water availability for each area of study. The model also
provided water budget summaries for average, 2-year drought and 10-year
drought hydrologic conditions.

Model runs were enhanced by using continuous meteorological data derived
from Meteorological Services of Canada station at Mountainview for the period
between 1950 and 2008. Drought years were selected by averaging the records
across the Quinte Region to determine the periods with the two lowest back to
back precipitation years (1963-1964) and ten lowest back to back precipitation
years (1957-1966).

Results are reported for the Sawguin Creek drainage area where Low Stress is
indicated for average, 2-year drought and 10-year drought conditions. Future
water demand was also investigated. It was determined that water demand for
Prince Edward County is expected to increase 15 percent by 2021. The stress
on the water supply was found to also be Low during future water demand. Map
3.15 shows Tier 2 water budget surface water stress results for the watershed is
Low.
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3.6 Village of Madoc Tier 2 Water Budget

A Tier 2 water budget was completed for the Tweed subwatershed containing the
Village of Madoc wells. This entailed the development of a computer based
three dimensional groundwater flow model to assess groundwater flows and
levels in the subwatershed. To assist in this work and development of a
groundwater flow model, Quinte Conservation engaged the services of
Schlumberger Water Services (SWS) formerly Waterloo Hydrogeologic Inc. The
objective of this work may be described as follows:

e Evaluate the percent water demand (monthly and annual) for the
subwatershed and ability of the municipal wells to meet demand under
drought conditions; and

e Based on the results of assessment assign the subwatershed a
groundwater stress level of Significant, Moderate or Low.

To meet the above objectives the following activities were completed in respect
of the Ministry of the Environment Technical Rules:

e Determine the appropriate area of study for development of a
groundwater flow model,

e Determine average and drought climate conditions for the study area

e Review water use in the subwatershed and project future rates of
water use at the municipal wells;

e Apply the model to assess the percent water demand (current and
future) in the subwatershed and ability of the municipal wells to meet
demand under drought conditions (2 and 10-year scenarios) ;

e Assign the subwatershed a stress level of significant, moderate or low
in accordance with the Ministry of the Environment Technical Rules;
and

e Assess the degree of uncertainty associated with the model used to
assess the water budget.

3.6.1 Study Area

The study area is based on the original subwatershed (Tweed) as used at the
Tier 1 level but has been refined to be more representative of the aquifer system
containing the Village of Madoc wells. The study area as illustrated by Map 3.14
covers approximately 278 square kilometres.
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3.6.2 Climate Conditions

For the Tier 2 exercise consideration of the following climate conditions was
required:

e Average Climate - assessed for the period of 1971-2000;

e 2-Year Drought - a simulated period with no groundwater recharge;
and

e 10-Year Drought - continuous ten year period for which precipitation
record exists with the lowest mean annual precipitation.

Climate data as collected and processed for the Conceptual and Tier 1 water
budgets was used for determination of climate conditions in the study area.

From this data the Geographic Information System water budget model was used
to assess the distribution of precipitation and evapotranspiration across the
watershed under average climate conditions for the 1971-2000 period as well as
for the 10-year drought.

For the 2-year drought period no climate data was required since the rules
require the assumption of no recharge (no precipitation). For the 10-year drought
period, climate station data was reviewed for a total of 36 climate stations. From
this review the 10-year drought was determined as the period from 1956-1965
with a mean annual precipitation of 718 millimetres. This period was also
confirmed through review of stream flow records available for the Foxboro stream
gauge.

3.6.3 Recharge

Completion of this level of work required development of a groundwater model
which would reflect monthly variations in recharge therefore it was necessary to
assess the monthly distribution of groundwater recharge as predicted at the Tier
1 level. This was completed through use of data for Provincial Groundwater
Monitoring Wells located in the vicinity of the Tweed subwatershed. Through a
review of the water level data from 2003/07 the monthly distribution of
groundwater recharge was determined as illustrated by Figure 3-17 and
summarized in Table 3-38.
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Average Monthly Distribution of Recharge (2003/07)
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Figure 3-17: Average Monthly Distribution of Recharge for Tweed Subwatershed (2003/07)

Table 3-38: Average Distribution of Recharge in Percent Tweed Subwatershed (2003/07)

Month

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec

3 2 19 7 6 4 6 4 13 14 15 6

3.64 Municipal Wells

The Village of Madoc obtains supply from two wells referred to as the Whytock
and Rollins wells. The supply wells are located on the west side of the Village,
one at the north (Whytock Well) and the other (Rollins Well) at 600 metres to the
south, as illustrated by Map 2.3. Deer Creek is located approximately 150
metres to the east of both wells, flowing from the north through the middle of the
Village into Moira Lake. Given the close proximity of the wells to the Creek, they
are classified as GUDI (Groundwater Under the Direct Influence of Surface
Water).

Water supply to the wells is obtained from a Precambrian aquifer with the Rollins
well drilled to a depth of 49 metres and the Whytock well to 90 metres. The
Rollins well is used to provide the majority of the supply and the Whytock well is
secondary, with water use as summarized in Table 3-39. Water quantity
problems were reported in 2007. This was a result of a decline in water levels at
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the Rollins well as illustrated by Figure 3-18 which is a hydrograph of the water
levels in this well. However, the water use is also graphed showing a marked
increase for this well during 2007. This rate of use was approximately double the
current and future rates but less than the permitted.
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Figure 3-18: Hydrograph and Water Use of Rollins Well (data provided by the Ontario

Clean Water Agency)

Table 3-39: Village of Madoc Water Use

Demand | Whytock Rollins Total
Actual 257 325 582
Future 303 384 687
Permitted 818 1469 2287

Note: All units are in m3/day

3.6.5

Water Demand

The water demand for the subwatershed was determined based on information
taken from the Tier 1 water budget report as previously described. A summary of
the water use in the subwatershed is provided by Table 3-40 and Figure 3-19.
For future pumping only the rates for the municipal wells were increased in view
of growth projections of the official plan for Hastings County.
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Table 3-40: Tweed Subwatershed Water Use with Consumptive Factors

# of Consumptive Total
Water Use Category Wells Factor (m3/day*)
Domestic Wells 701 0.2 73.6
Agricultural Wells 68 0.8 103.6
Municipal Wells 2 1 582
Permit to Take Water 9 0.25-1 1606
*cubic metres per day
Domestic Agricultural
3% 4%
25% B Agricultural
O Municipal
Permittted O Permittted

68%

Figure 3-19: Distribution of Water Use in Tweed Subcatchment

3.6.6 Groundwater Model Results

A three dimensional numeric groundwater flow model was developed and
calibrated using the available information about hydrogeologic conditions of the
area. Much of the information was taken from previous hydrogeologic modeling
completed for the assessment of the Wellhead Protection Area as discussed in
Chapter 5. A summary of the model parameters are listed in the Madoc Tier 2
Water Budget Draft Report (Appendix C4).

For the Tier 2 water budget exercise the Technical Rules prescribe a number of
scenarios which require completion prior to assigning a hydrologic stress of
Significant, Moderate or Low to the subwatershed. These scenarios are
summarized as follows:

e Scenario A: Current water demand under average climate conditions;
e Scenario B: Future water demand under average climate conditions;

e Scenario D: Current water demand under 2-year drought climate
conditions;
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e Scenario E: Future water demand under 2-year drought climate
conditions;

e Scenario G: Current water demand under 10-year drought climate
conditions; and

e Scenario H: Future water demand under 10-year drought climate
conditions.

In accordance with the Technical Rules, completion of the above scenarios
requires percent water demand calculations for the subwatershed under
scenarios A and B and comparison of the ratios with the thresholds listed in
Table 3-41. The percent water demand is calculated using the same equation as
listed for groundwater under the Tier 1 water budget. Completion of scenarios D,
E, G, and H require assessment of the ability of the municipal wells to meet water
demand. Should the wells not be able to meet demand then the subwatershed is
assigned a Moderate level of stress.

In all cases if the subwatershed is assigned a Moderate or Significant level of
stress then further work at the Tier 3 level is required. The other requirement for
proceeding to Tier 3 is if there is historic evidence that a municipal well was
pumped dry and was not able to meet demand as previously described.

Table 3-41: Tier 2 Groundwater Stress Thresholds (Percent water demand)

Ground Wate_r Quantity Stress Average Annual Morlthly
Assignment Maximum
Significant > 50% >25%
Moderate >25-50% >10-25%
Low 0-25% 0-10%

3.6.7 Results

The result of the percent water demand calculations for scenario A or B are listed
in Tables 3-41 and 3-42. From this assessment the maximum monthly percent
water demand was determined to be 4.6 percent and the annual was 4.2 percent.
In accordance with the threshold values this level of demand correlates to a Low
level of subwatershed stress as illustrated by Map 3.16. As regards to scenarios
D, E, G and H, (2 and 10-year droughts) scenarios E and H were completed and
indicated the wells were able to meet demand, thus signifying a Low level of
stress. However, scenarios D and E (2-year drought) were not completed as per
reference to the Ministries of the Environment and Natural Resources, Technical
Bulletin Water Budget and Water Quantity Risk Assessment Tier 2
Subwatershed Stress Assessment Groundwater Drought Scenarios (July, 2009).
This bulletin indicates that if the ten year drought scenario is completed first and
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the stress level is assigned as low then the 2-year drought scenario does not
need to be completed. Of potential concern from evaluation of the drought
scenarios was that the model indicated increased influence from the creek to
maintain pumping conditions. Further work would be required to quantify this
volume and determine if there is potential impact on water levels in Deer Creek.

Table 3-42: Current Percent Groundwater Demand, Tweed Subwatershed Average Climate

Recharge | Pumping | Baseflow Water
Month (m3¥day*) | (m¥day*) | (m3day*) Deg‘/o"’;”d
January 56933 1993 62286 3.9
February 56933 1935 62286 3.8
March 56933 2099 62286 4.1
April 56933 1983 62286 3.9
May 56933 2021 62286 4.0
June 56933 1918 62286 3.8
July 56933 2141 62286 4.2
August 56933 2210 62286 4.4
September 56933 2219 62286 4.4
October 56933 1733 62286 3.4
November 56933 1911 62286 3.8
December 56933 1876 62286 3.7
Average 56933 2003 62286 4.0

*cubic metres per day

Table 3-43: Future Percent Groundwater Demand, Tweed Subwatershed Average Climate

Recharge | Pumping | Baseflow Water

L (m¥day*) | (m¥day*) | (m*day*) Deg‘/o"’)‘”d
January 56933 2116 62181 4.2
February 56933 2048 62181 4.0
March 56933 2240 62181 4.4
April 56933 2093 62181 4.1
May 56933 2138 62181 4.2
June 56933 2017 62181 4.0
July 56933 2229 62181 4.4
August 56933 2311 62181 4.6
September 56933 2322 62181 4.6
October 56933 1798 62181 3.5
November 56933 2009 62181 4.0
December 56933 1978 62181 3.9
Average 56933 2108 62181 4.2

*cubic metres per day
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While the assignment of a Low level of stress to the subwatershed under
scenarios A, B, G and H, the fact remains that one of the municipal wells was
pumped dry in 2007. This circumstance triggers a Moderate level of stress.
However, further assessment of the circumstance has indicated that it was due to
an operational issue and not an issue with the source water supply. This was
attributed to increased demand on the Rollins Wells as a result of taking the
other well (Whytock well) offline due to a water quality problem, and a problem
with the water treatment system (at the Rollins Well) which allowed significant
volumes of water to be pumped to waste. An illustration of the increased water
use and decrease in water levels at the Rollins Well is provided by Figure 3-18.
Discussion with the municipality about this situation has indicated that the
problems have been rectified and they have not experienced any water
shortages since then. The rate of taking from this well was in excess of the
committed demand which is required to meet future needs but also less than as
allowed by the permit to take water.

3.6.8 Uncertainty

A numerical groundwater flow model is a representation of hydrogeological and
physical conditions based on a set of assumptions and available data.

Therefore, a model must be recognized as having limitations and uncertainty.
According to Technical Rule 36, uncertainty of the modeling results must be
classified as high or low. Uncertainty in a numerical flow model is generally
reflective of the quality of the data used to develop the model, the amount of data
available, the complexity of the physical system and the complexity of the
numerical model. There is a great deal of regional data available for the
subwatershed; however, it is not of the highest quality. The data available for the
immediate vicinity of Madoc is of much higher quality; therefore, in this region of
the numerical model there is greater certainty about the simulation results.

The model indicates that the projected pumping rates at Rollins and Whytock
would be sustainable. However, for the 10-year drought conditions, the certainty
of the model results is lower. Under these conditions, it is likely that not only
would the amount of recharge be affected but the levels in the many creeks,
ponds and lakes close to Madoc would also be reduced. At this time, the model
does not include this information, due to lack of availability of the data.
Therefore, it would be prudent to recognize that although the simulations indicate
that pumping at current and future demand would be sustainable, there is the
possibility that one or both of the wells might run dry under lengthy drought
conditions. Based on the quality of the data the model was assigned a high
uncertainty. In spite of this assignment the actual uncertainty is considered low
given that under realistic conditions the wells have been shown to meet the water
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demands of the community and previous assessment of the percent water
demand at the Tier 1 level also provided a low stress assessment.

3.7 Future Work

A water budget has been completed for the Quinte Source Protection Region to
provide an understanding of the volumes of water and how it moves through the
watershed. Conceptual and Tier 1 water budgets were completed for the entire
Quinte Region. Using the prescribed methodology a total of six subwatersheds,
the majority in Prince Edward County, were assigned either Moderate or
Significant surface water stress. Two subwatersheds were also assigned a
Moderate groundwater stress level on an annual time basis. From this
assessment it was speculated that much of the potential stress was attributed to
inaccuracies in data taken from Permits to Take Water such as the source of
water and volume of taking. In addition, this assessment did not reveal high
levels of groundwater stress for Prince Edward County levels where it is known
that many wells routinely run dry during the dry summer months and sometimes
in winter under prolonged frozen ground conditions. Improvements to the Permit
to Take Water process and water budget assessment are required to provide a
better understanding and management of the water resources.

From the initial Tier 1 work the Ameliasburgh subwatershed in Prince Edward
County was recommended for Tier 2 surface water study. The Tweed
subwatershed, containing the Village of Madoc wells, was also recommended for
Tier 2 work due to water shortage problems experienced in the summer of 2007.
Development of complex numeric flow models indicated that both areas did not
need to proceed to the Tier 3 level. At Ameliasburgh, refinement of the volumes
of water taking (Permits to Take Water) in the subwatershed reduced the percent
water demand to a Low stress level. For Madoc, the Low subwatershed stress
identified at the Tier 1 level was confirmed and the wells were indicated as being
able to meet demand under theoretical drought conditions. However, this work
indicated potential for increased contribution from nearby surface water to
maintain pumping at the wells. Further work would be required to assess
potential impact on Deer Creek under drought conditions. This work also
revealed that the water shortage problems at Madoc in the summer of 2007 were
a result of increased water use at one of the wells due to operational problems as
opposed to the source of supply.

3.8 Prescribed Drinking Water Threats — Water Quantity

There are two Prescribed Drinking Water Threats related to water quantity (see
Table 3-44) which can only exist if work proceeds to a Tier 3 Water Budget Level.
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No municipal drinking water systems proceeded to a Tier 3 level of investigation
and therefore no threats were identified for water quantity.

Table 3-44: Prescribed Drinking Water Threats — Water Quantity

Prescribed Drinking Water Threat Land Use Activities

1 | An activity that takes water from an aquifer or a surface Irrigation, Water Bottling,
water body without returning the water taken to the same | Manufacturing etc.
aquifer or surface water body.

2 | An activity that reduces the recharge of an aquifer. Land use changes such as
parking lots, highways, and
buildings

July 2023 3-73 Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 4

Chapter 4 Table of Contents

4 METHODOLOGY FOR VULNERABLE AREAS AND WATER QUALITY RISK ASSESSMENT .......cccccuueee 4-1
4.1 INTRODUCTION wuveeuttteuteeueeessseesesesssessesessssasssassaesnsesasssessssassssansssasssssssssesssssnsssesssessssesssseesssessssenssees 4-1
4.2 GROUNDWATER VULNERABILITY eiiieuuuttteteeeeanutetteeeesesauteeteeeesesaausseeeeeessassunsenaeeessasanssnaeeeesesaanssnseeeens 4-2
4.3 HIGHLY VULNERABLE AQUIFERS c..ettiuittttteteteeesttttteeeesesautetteeeesesaasstteeeeessasunbataeeessasansenaeeeesesaanssnneaeens 4-2

4.3.1  Delineation of Highly Vulnerable AQUIfers .............cooveemiiemeesieeniieiiesieesieee e 4-3
4.4 SIGNIFICANT GROUNDWATER RECHARGE AREAS .....ccvveeeuriesiteesuetesaeesseeesseessseesssesssssasssessssesssseesssessssesssnes 4-4
4.4.1  Delineation of Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas .............cceccvuveeecvveeecieeeesieeaenannns 4-5
4.5  WELLHEAD PROTECTION AREAS ...uvtteuttertetesstesueeessaesssetesssesssesesssesssesssssessssessssesssesesssesssssssssesssesesssesssees 4-6
4.5.1  Delineation of a Wellhead Protection Areq .............ceccueeeeceueseesiueeeeeiieesesiieeeesiseeasssssesensnnns 4-7
4.5.2  Wells Influenced by SUIfACE WAL ............ccccueeeeeieeeeeiieeeeeeeeeseee e caeaeeaeaeestaeaeesiveaeeaees 4-8
4.5.3  Wellhead Protection VUINEIADIlItY .............ccccuueeeeceeeeeiiieeeeiieeesiieeeesieeeesteaaesiaeaeasranaens 4-10
4.5.4  Wellhead Protection Area Constructed Transport PQtAWQAYs ............cccceeeevvvveeciieveescirenaanns 4-11
4.6 DELINEATION OF INTAKE PROTECTION ZONES ..veeuvvtitreeteeesueessseeesueesssesesseesssesssseesssesssseesnssssssessnssssnaesnn 4-11
4.6.1  INtAKE ProteCtion ZONE L.......cccueecuveeseeeiiiiesieesiiiesiieesissessessissesssesssessssesssssssssessessssessses 4-12
4.6.2  INtAKE ProteCtion ZONE 2.......cccuevcuveesiieeiiiiesiieesiiiesiieesitsessessissssissssssesssssssssssssssssessssesssees 4-13
4.6.3  INtAKE ProteCtion ZONE 3.......cccueecuveesieeeiiiiesiieesiitesiieesittessessissssssesssessssessssssssesasesssssssasees 4-14
4.6.4  Intake Protection Zone VUINEIrability ..............cccoomueeseienieeniiesieesieeseese e 4-15
4.6.5 Intake Protection Zone Area Vulnerability FACLOrS ..........ccoceeeveeereeesieeniieeieenieesieeeen 4-16
4.6.6  Intake Protection Zone Source Vulnerability FACLOrS ..........cccccovvueevuvesceeenieeeieesieesieeenn 4-16
4.7 WATER QUALITY RISK ASSESSIMENT ....vveeutetetreeseeesseesseeasssesssssasssesssssasssessssssssesssssssssssessssessesssssssssessnns 4-17
4.7.1  Drinking Water TRreats ASSESSIMENT..........cccueerueeereeeiiiesieesie et ettt sseesaeenanees 4-18
4.7.2  TRIEALS APPIOGCH ...ttt ettt et sate et et esate e sneenanees 4-21
4.7.3  Listing of Drinking Water TRreat RESUILS ...........coccueeeeecieeeeeiiieesiieeeesiieeeeeiteaesiieaessieaaens 4-25
/B4 SV o ToTo 1o [=To [l Ko T o 3 USSR 4-25
A R B (V=X ool @ D=1 LY USSR 4-27
4.7.6  IMPEIVIOUS SUITACES ....coeeevvieeeeee ettt eeete e eete e e ettt e e s ettt e s asaeassssseaessstassssseassssseaenans 4-28
4.8 DRINKING WATER ISSUES ....vettteeeeeiaiietteeteeesaaiirtteeeseseaunsreeeeeeesasannbeteeeeesesannbebeeeeesesnnbaneeeaeeesannnsnneeeens 4-28
4.8.1 Drinking Water ISSUES APPIOACH. ..............uveeeeeeeeeeieeiee e eeescteeea e e eessetateaaaeeessssssasaaeeessnes 4-28
4.9  UNCERTAINTY EVALUATION OF THE VULNERABLE AREAS ......uuttttteeeeaiuureeereeesaaanreeeteeesesanrneeeeeesesaannenneesens 4-31

July 2023 i Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 4

Table 4-1:
Table 4-2:
Table 4-3:
Table 4-4:
Table 4-5:
Table 4-6:
Table 4-7:

Figure 4-1:
Figure 4-2:
Figure 4-3:
Figure 4-4:
Figure 4-5:

Chapter 4 Table of Tables

Wellhead Protection Area VUINerability SCOIes ............cocueeveeeniienieesiieeieesiieseeeeeee e 4-10
TranSPOrt PAtAWAY ClOSSES .....cc..eerueeeieiiiieeiee sttt sse e s 4-11
Intake Protection Zone Area Vulnerability FACtors per ZoNe .............ccoceeeveuveeescveserevenesssisennnn 4-16
Intake Protection Zone Source Vulnerability Factors per Intake TYpe ...........cccoeceeeeeevveennenn. 4-17
Prescribed Drinking Water Threats — Water QUAIItY ...........cccooceevveenceinieenieeneeeee e 4-20
Risk Score and Drinking Water Threat CAtegory ..........o.ceouvuereueerveenieieieeeiee et 4-24
Modified water quality benchmarks for surface water intakes............cccccoeeeeecvveeecvveeecnnnnn. 4-31
Chapter 4 Table of Figures
Groundwater Contamination of Vulnerable AQUIfEr ...............ueeecceeeeciieeeeesiieeeeciieeeccieee e 4-3
GroOUNAWGALET RECAGIGE ......oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e ettt e e ettt e e et a e e st saeetsaaeesssaaesareean 4-5
WEIIREAA PrOteCtiON AIEQ ....ccccuveeiveeiieeiiieiieeesiteeeieesstteeitesttessteesstteestessstsesssesssssessseessssessessns 4-8
Surface Water Protection Zones for Wells Diagram ..............ccccoueeeeieeeeeciveeeesiieeesiiieeeesiseaeesnns 4-9
Potential Drinking Water TRreats DiQGram ..............cccccuueeeecueeeesieeeesiieeesieeeeesireseesissssesisanans 4-18

July 2023 i Version 6.1



Approved Quinte Region Assessment Report Chapter 4

4 Methodology for Vulnerable Areas and Water Quality Risk
Assessment

4.1 Introduction

This chapter provides a description of the methodologies that have been followed
to delineate the location of vulnerable areas, and assess risks to water quality in
the Quinte region. To streamline the process the location of vulnerable areas
and threats were identified in areas where the source water is deemed most
sensitive to pollution and/or overuse. For the purpose of the Clean Water Act,
2006, these vulnerable areas are either related to groundwater resources on a
broad scale, or to groundwater and surface water around municipal drinking
water sources (i.e. wells and surface water intakes).

There are four main types of vulnerable areas:

e Highly Vulnerable Aquifers are those water bearing formations that are
highly susceptible to contamination. This vulnerability is dependent on a
number of factors such as how deep the groundwater is located
underground, the type of soil or rock above it, and how easy it is for water
to move from the ground surface to the aquifer. ldentification of such
areas in the Quinte watershed was completed by use of the Intrinsic
Susceptibility Index which considers the above factors and measures the
susceptibility of the groundwater to being polluted by surface water
moving from the surface into the underlying aquifer. Typically these areas
within the Quinte region have underlying fractured bedrock.

e Significant Groundwater Recharge Areas are areas of the watershed
where higher volumes of precipitation can infiltrate the ground than the
surrounding lands. In the Quinte watershed recharge typically occurs
throughout, however significant groundwater recharge areas have been
identified as those parts of the watershed where higher volumes of
groundwater are able to infiltrate and recharge the local aquifers. These
areas are not as vast as the highly vulnerable aquifers and are typically
associated with significant deposits of sand and gravel.

e Wellhead Protection Areas are delineated zones around municipal wells
where groundwater moves toward the well within a specified period of
time. The closer to the well the higher the vulnerability. There are four
municipal groun